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Pick the right Desk Top Publishing package 
with our in-depth comparison 
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{ PLUS: Complete buyer's guide to spreadsheets, graphics and games software. 



The First 
Accounts Package 
Written with Small 



Businesses in Mind 




Features 

Q Simple and easy to operate intuitive structure. 

QReports include P& L, Balarce Sheet, Trial Balance and 
f uii audit trail. 

~J Budget comparison report - compare the actual features 
with the projected. (Not on PCW edrtion) 

G Designed to opersle on a single disc drive madiine - fully 
RAM resident. 

O Data can spill over onto any number of disks. 
□ Prepare your VAT return directly from the systems VAT 
report. 

Q Drives any Epson or IBM compalibJe printer. 
Q Sutetite for mono or ootour systems. 



For PCs and PCWs 

Small Business Accounts will make any small 
business, using manual cash book aax>unting, easier 
to manage. The system offers speed, efficiency and 
the sort of up to date information which is normally only 
available to large companies operating extensive 
accounting departments. 

The final accounts reports are always up to date and 
therefore may be reviewed at any time to show the 
companys current trading position and distribution of 
funds. 






£69.95 



inc VAT 



Small Business Accounts 

Available from Dixons, Comet, Rymans and all good computer dealere. Distributed through Centresoft, Gem, Greyhound, Softsel and NewStar 



FROM PAPERBACK SOFTWARE 

0277 229684 
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"The Best Compiler In the World!, 
Excellent value-for-money, Great!" 



Unsallelted conuivnts fnin users of KlSofi PaiulSOand FTLModub 2 



That's what our customers have to say; we're a little more modest 



PascalSO 

The Fastest, the 
Standard, the Best! 








FTL Modula-2 

The Language of 
the Future ... Now! 



C 



The Best! 



HiSoft PascalSO is a powerful Pascal compiler for all 
Amstrad CP/M computers that allows you to learn and 
program in this immensely popular language. HiSoft 
PascalSO has features that you would expect on 
minicomputers but at a micro price: 

[7] Full, standard Pascal compiler with lots of useful 
' — ' extensions like GSX graphics, PEEK, POKE etc 

[^ Interactive editor, takes you straight to any error 
' — ' for easy correction and re-compilation 

f^ Compiles at 6000 lines per minute to efficient 
' — ' machine code that is smaller and faster than other 
compilers, including Turbo Pascal 3! 

\i/\ Machine code, graphics and CP/M support 

[^ CHAIN facility for extra-large programs, with 
' — ' passing of global variables to called program 

[^ Many example Pascal programs including the 
source of a full, intelligent 280 disassembler 

Extensive ring-bound manual with examples 

Send for HiSoft PascalSO now and discover just how 
fast, powerful and easy-lo-use our compilers can be. 



The Best! 



Modula-2 was designed by NiWaus Wirth as the 
successor to Pascal and it is fast becoming a new 
standard wherever programming languages are used. 
FTL Modula-2 is a full implementation of the language in 
an easy-to-use and friendly package: 

[y| . Fast, interactive package with compiler, editor, 
assembler, linker and many extra utilities 

[^ Standard Modula-2 language with separate 
— compilation, CASE, CARDINALS, large SETs 
(1024 elements), open array parameters etc. 

[^ Split-screen editor with menu, macros and 
automatic goto-compiler-error facility 

[7] 15-digit precision mathematics, full trig functions 

[•I Very fast, one-pass compiler. Extremely efficient 

[7] FTL Modula-2 is available for the IBM PC and 

Atari ST so you can port with confidence 

200-page manual, clearly written with plenty 
of examples in a quality ring-binder 







Get FTL Modula-2 for your Amstrad CP/M Plus 
computer and see what everyone's talking about! 



HiSoft Product Prices for Amstrad CP/M 
Software inc. VAT 

FTL Modula-2 interactive compiler/editor, CP/M + £54;95 

FTL Editor Toolkit complete source code C39.95' 

FTL Editor Toolkit when bought with compiler £34.95 

FTL APK Enhanced linker, trimmer, overlay manager £39.95 

HiSoft PascalSO fast, interactive, GSX graphics £49.95 

HiSoft DevpacSO version 2 full Z80 development £49.95 

HiSoft C integer K&R with GSX graphics £49.95 

Aztec C Prime professional, floating-point compiler £79,95 

HISott FORTH compiler with GSX graphics £19.95 

Knife Plus full superb disk recovery and editing £19.95 

Nevada COBOL ideal for learning £49.95 

Nevada FORTRAN close to ANSI-66, easy-to-use £39.95 

Z8ASIC interactive compiler, 600 page manual £69.95 

Nevada BASIC Special Offer while stocks last £9.95 

HiSoft Lisp SpBcial Offet while stocks last £1 9.95 



We offer full technical support on all our software so that you need 
never be stuck with a product you cannot use. Every program that 
wc sell is either written or carefully selected by our team of in- 
house programmers who are highly-trained professionals; don't 
be fooled by lesser, non-standard programming products. 



Please rush me the following HiSoft Software: 



I enclose a cheque/ PO. Please charge niy Access /Visa Card 
Card No: Expiry: 
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Name: 



Address: 



Signature: 
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High Quality Software 



The Old School. Greenfield, Bedford MK45 5DE 

Tel: (0525) 718181, Order Hotline: (0525) 718271 



KEYWORDS 



THE SHOW GOES ON 



The average PCW user is very different from the average home 
micro owner He or she (and more PCWs are owned by women than 
any other computer) could be anything from t4 to B5. from an 
ironworks manager to a Mills & Boon writer All very diflerent, but 
generally an intelligent lot despite their protestations of being 
beginners at this computing game, and all willing to invest time and 
money In something which will be of genuine use. Buying the PCW 
was a leap into the dark for most of us. and the fact that second- 
hand PCWs can't be had for love nor money shows that most 
people have taken to it pretty welf An ideal market, you might think, 
for software houses to exploit: willing to try something new. wanting 
to automate tasks where possible, and not afraid to spend money. 

if you spent last bank holiday weekend doing something other 
than visiting the PCW show at Alexandra Palace, you'll be 
wondering what you missed. Well, if you're a reasonably regular 
8000 Plus reader, not much in the way oi sensational new products. 
The only thing on show that qualified for the description new' were 
Locomotive's new LocoScript printer styles (reviewed here last 
month). Large software houses don't release much new stuff for the 
PCW because they say the market isn't there. 

Rubbish! Recently Databases Mini Office and Stop Press by 
AMS have proved that a good product, welt targeted, well advertised 
and sensibly priced, can succeed in the supposedly sluggish PCW 
marketplace. There are still gaps to be exploited, subtle yet obvious. 
People like packages: the reason the PCW is so attractive is 
because the keyboard, monitor, printer and word processing 
software all come bundled together So how about some 



comprehensive, all-in software packages In various areas of 
interest? 

There's no software for authors and writers: nothing for 
musicians: not much in the way of educational software: still virtually 
nothing in the leisure tine outside adventures and arcade games: 
and no package for budding programmers. How about an alt-in-one 
pack of software plus clear from- zero tutorial manual in assembler or 
C? At least, given that, many PCW owners could write and release 
software for the market gaps themselves. 
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You never know till 
you try it 

Fans of our BASIC listings will 
notice we've changed the format 
a little from this month to make 
those type-ins, especially the 
longer and denser ones, a little 
easier to read. This was partly 
prompted by a letter the editorial 
team received from a recent 
purchaser of a 951 2 and 
enthusiastic convert to 8000 
Plus. Although she was generally 
pleased with the layout and 
design of the magazine, she did 
complain that the listings were 
set in such small type they were 
impossible to follow, 'It's obvious 
your art team have never tried 
typing in those minuscule 
listings themselves!* she said. 
'Please redesign the pages so 
that they're actually legible*. Well, 
we hope they're a bit easier on 
the eye now. So who was the 
author of the letter? It was the 
person originally responsible for 
L ...those very pages - 
A?§?:;S , our Art Editor 

/r.---;" ' ■""-'».-..^ Kim Bale! 



Computers are oniy human 



in our hardware survey Fringe 
Benefits' last month we got into 
a bit of a mixup with the name 
'Margin Maker'. We managed to 
put it against the wrong product 
in one of the photos, and to 
make things worse left it out of 
the paragraph which described 
the genuine product. Just to pul 
the record straight, 1WM3 is the 
name of a cut sheet locator and 
feeder for 8000 printers made by 
Margin Maker, which is the 
applied for trade mark of the 



makers of MM3. Margin tWaker 
fans can see the real picture in 
their advert. Sorry for any 
confusion! 

Amendment number two is to 
the telephone number we printed 
in 'News' last month for CBS 
ser^/ices who supply the JUMBO 
help disc. It seems British 
Telecom have now decided to 
change it again, so enquiries 
should be directed to 0736 
50488. 



8000 

PLUS 



The red-hot 
August issue of 
8000 Plus will 
be in the shops 
on 28 July. 
Don't miss out 
while you're on 
holiday - 
reserve your 
copy now! 









Grapliics competition 



The response to our Spot-the- 
difference competition was 
enormous. According to our 
beagle-eyed judges, the four 
differences were in the ear and 
belt loops of the man on the left, 
and in the pen (in the chest 
pocket) and direction of the 
stripes on his tie of the man on 
the right. 

The five winners of the first 
prize, a MasterScan plus 
MasterPaint each, are: Philip 
Weston. London; S Musgrove. 
Marlborough; John Morris, 
Edinburgh; Christine Irwin. 



London; and O Bains, 
London. 

The five second prize 
winners, who each 
receive a MasterPaint, 
are: A Meldrum, Kent; T 
Tokarski, Middlesex; P 
Bulley. Eastbourne: 
Simon Freethy, Pinner; A 
White. Pontyclun; J 
Ryeland. Brentwood; Jon 
Trevor, London: Gary 
Perry, Yeovil; M Tyner, 
Twickenham; and C Lewis, 
Milford Haven. 

Congratulations - your prizes 




are even as we speak hurtling 
your way. Thanks again to 
Database for helping organise 
the competition. 
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WORD PROCESSING 



Locom^i,. I gr II ., ... .?ay.'? 

L0C05MIII :,' 2S.95 

locBspelNI , . 17 95 

l.ocosc"pi II 1/95 

Locoscfpt II . Locospeli U 33.95 

Prole)!ii8?56 85t?a9513l 39 95 

Pocker P'oieii ,. ^7.95 

piospeii Ji 95 

TaswordSOOO 17 95 

Ta550ell 8000 1195 

Taso^inl 8000 1 1 95 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



PCW SOFTWARE 



Trie Desktop PubHhei ~.. 

The De^fcicip Publisher t Mouse .... 
Masier Scan * Master Parnt PKG ., 

MaslerScari - 

AMXSTOpP'flSS 

AWX Stop P^ess. * Mouse 

AMX Mouse & Deskiop Organiser 
AMX Mouse & Miertace Only 



DATABASES 



Database Manager |A1 LasI) Plus . 

MasIBrtileBOOO..'!* 

Cambase 11 „.....__..„.■ 

Plan 11 , , _„ 

dBase II 

Sage ReineM 

Delia 



,,19,95 
,.59,95 
.,6?.95 
..55 95 
.. 33,95 
.,64,95 
,64 95 
., 39. 9S 



?995 
,.3d,95 
,.35 95 

.,17 95 
,69 95 
,. 49,95 
.69,95 



SPREADSHEETS 



SupercalcJI 
CfacKer II Turbo 



THIS MONTH'S SPECIALS 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 
NEW LOW PRICE £19.95!11! 

9512 PRINTWHEELS 
All Styles (inc Thesis PS> E4.95 each 

9512 RIBBONS (Multistrlke) 
Only £3.25 each 

AMSOFT CF2 DISCS 

5for£11.95-101orE22,95 

H you don't see It - ASK! 



IMPORTANT! 
When comparing prices 

please remember that 

ALL OUR PRICES 

INCLUDE VAT & 
FIRST CLASS POST 



EDUCATIONAL 



All School SoHwate Tifles _ 10.95 

Bettor Suelling |AgB 9 ■ Adult) 

Magic Maths _-....- -I Age 4 - 8) 

Mains Mama (Ago 8-12) 

Pfiysics 1 _. .(Age 12-16) 

Bene' Maihs 1 - (Age '2 16) 

Biology 1 {Age 12 16) 

Chemisiry 1 ..— lAgs i? , 161 



ENTERTAINMENT 



Starglidei „- ..,..- ; 1B;95 

Pawfi i 1?95 

Batman 1 1 95 

Stdhe Fo(ce )4amBr 14 95 

Hitch Hckers Guide to the Galaxy 18 95 

Tomahawk T4.95 

Br.an CiDughs Football Fortunes 13,95 

Leather GMesses of Phot»s 18,95 

Clack Chess 88 - " 95 

Bridge Player ?0CK1 , "95 

Time & Magik [new 'rom Mancl3r«r^[ ,.,,,.. it, 95 



ACCOUNTS 



Sage I Latest Versions'; 

Popular Accounts Plus lO'i.^B 

Popy'ar Accounts — - ...-.— 73 95 

Pooi'Jar InitfOicmg - ,,...- 55.95 

Pooiiiar Payroll .' ,.,....,.- b235 

tow all suitable rprSSi^ 



COMMUNICATIONS 



Dia^up ,■ 67 95 

Sage Popular Chit-Chat » — . — 7J 95 

With Modem ,, 199,95 



Orders To: 

Copy Comm Software 

FREEPOST 

CUPAR 

FIFEKY15 4BR 



COPY COMM SOFTWARE 

Telephone: Cupar (0334) 56309/56655 
TELEX -76284 FAX 0334 56306 



Offices: 
95 Bonnygate 

CUPAR 

FIFE KY15 4LG 

SCOTLAND 





STOCKMARKET 

THE COMPREHENSIVE INVESTMENT PROGRAM! 

STOCKMARKET is a program designed to help you plan your investments and keep a close and careful watch on their progress. It enables you to 
record full details of your purchases and sales of stocks, shares, unit trusts and other securities. Dividends can be recorded as they are received. If 
required, cash balances in savings accounts can also be monitored as stocks are bought and sold. It also lets you record and plot prices of shares, unit 
trusts, exchange rates, indexes etc, 

STOCKMARKET does not have 10 be used only with your real investments. We all see shares recommended in a newspaper or magazine that we 
think will do well. Six months later if the price has gone up we wish that we had irusted our judgement. If the price has fallen we quiellv forget it. 
With STOCKMARKET you can record details of as many shares folios as you want. These can include hypothetical folios of 'hot stocks , recovery 
shares, penny shares or whatever you choose. You can practise buying and selling shares and see how well you do! 

The program is easy to use and comes complete with a comprehensive manual and demonstration files including real price information going back 
several years for several shares (inc FT 30 mdex, British Telecom. Amstrad, Marks & Spencers) so that you can plot graphs straight away. 



PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT 

* Record full details of your portfolios of stocks, shares, unit trusts etc. 

* Practise buying and selling and accurately record your progress. 

* Up to fifty shares per folio. As many folios as you like. 

* Buy and sell shares with automatic calculation of dealing costs. 

* Ten sets of dealing costs which you can alter a.s necessary. 

* Record dividend yields and price ean:ing.s ratios. 

* Update prices and automatically recalculate share and folio values. 

* Record ta,x credits {not CPC) and dividend payments. 

* l.isi one year's information for the tax man (not CPC), 

* Keep records of your cash as you buy and sell. 

* Lisf your present folio, past transactions, dividends and cash accounts. 



PRICE ANALYSIS 

• Record values of share prices, unit trusts, indexes, exchange rates etc. 

• Store up to 260 prices per share (equivalent to weekly prices for 5 years). 

• List all the prices for each share. 

• Plot prices and moving averages on a logarithmic or linear scale. 

• Choose any period for moving averages. Plot them separetely or 
superimpose them on the price. 

• Automatic scaling of i^aphs so thev always fill whole screen. 

• Easy to read scales for prices and cfates (not just week numbers). 

• CoiTiplete with real weekly prices for several shares for the last few yars 
(inc FT 30, British Telecom) as a demonstration. 

• Use curves as a guide to the best buying and selling opportunities. 



Comprehensive fifty page manual. Complete with demonstration account and prices 

AMSTRAD PC, PPC, IBM PC and compatibles £39-95 
AMSTRAD PCW £39-95 

1V*T^T»TT^T A IVT (AMSTRAD CPC (disc) £29-95 

]yj ji^ J;^ J^ Jj J^ ^Y W f'"'^.^ "^ 4' inclusive worldwide. Send cheque or phone any day (including 
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weekends) from Sam to 9pm and quote credit card number for immediate 
delivery by first class post. 

38 BalcasUe Road, London, SE9 IHQ. Tel: 01-850 7057 
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Make Music 



Want to make music with your 
PCW? The Amstrad show saw the 
long-awaited advent of the 
Miditrack Music System tram 
Electro Music Research Ltd. But 
Mike Beecher of ElvIR says that 
you don't necessarily have to be 
capabie of producing astonishing 
musical virtuoso performances on 
various instruments simul- 
taneously, or be parti ou la riy 
computer fluent in order to enjoy 
the benefits of Miditrack. What you 
do need is a Midi instrument, like a 
portable keyboard or synthesizer, 
your PCW and a Midi interface with 
which to link them together. As you 
gradually expand the set-up, you 
can carry out each stage of musical 
production (like composing, editing 
and recording) at home (You could 
always get the spare room sound- 
proofed!). It's just like musical word 



processing; you can edit individual 
notes and insert or omit whole bars 
if need be. If this is all starting to 
sound a little daunting, especially if 
you're as yet unaquainted with 
Midi, EMR have produced a 
booklet {Midis. Micros and Music) 
to help you grasp the program's 
basics. That costs £1.00 but is 
refundable when you purchase the 
PCW Miditrack Pro- Performer, the 
system's main program. 

The software costs E59.95 
whilst the interface price is £89.90 
(both prices inclusive of VAT.) All 
the accessories that you're likely to 
need for the system, like cables, 
footswitches etc. (but not baseball 
caps or soundproofing materials) 
are also available from Electro 
Music. For further details, contact 
EMR Ltd 0702 335747. 



Son of Doom Rides Again and 
Meets Godzilla ill - The Sequel 



As everyone knows the planet 
Doomawangara {Doom to its 
friends) is a dangerous place. And 
yet Topologika are hoping a large 
number of PCW users will visit it. At 
least they will be able to do this 
courtesy of the company's follow up 
to Countdowm to Doom and the 
predecessor to an, as yet, 
unnamed third part to the trilogy 
(what would happen if any of these 
things ever had four parts?) 



Topologika's market research 
suggests that true adventurers' are 
looking for quality text-only 
adventures, which is lucky because 
graphics seem to be decidedly 
absent from the game. On the other 
hand it does claim lots of original 
'Killworth' puzzles, alternative 
universes and weird weather. What 
more could you want for £12.95. 
For details phone 0733 752061 . 




Writerf wanted 

However good a manual is, 
everyone thinks they could do 
better themselves. Well, it you 
thought that about the LocoScript 
manuals, or about any of 
Loosmotive's documentation, 
here's your chance. The producers 
of LocoScript are looking for a 



technical writer and the salary for 
the right person could be well into 
the teens. Before you start on your 
CV though. Locomotive's Howard 
Fisher says, make sure you have 
considerable experience in writing 
technical documentation (why am I 
still writing this?). Opportunity could 
be knocking on 0306 740606, 




Que veut dire ^bug' en 
Francais? 



Francophones will be pleased to 
hear of another package 
available in the language of 
romance and good cooking. 
Database Software and Power 
Product France are releasing 
French versions of their most 
popular software. Mini Office 
and the Desktop Publisher. 
Rather than translating from the 
existing manuals, they have 
been rewritten from scratch, 
(Probably not a bad idea in the 
case of the Mini Office manual). 
A joint Anglo-French venture, 
the translation of the software 
was undertaken at the Power 
Products France HQ. in 
Compiegne, by native French 
speakers. Database' comes out 
in true Academie Frangaise 
style as 'base de donnees' while 
comms' is more prosaically le 
comms'. In addition, the text 
editor within DTP-PAO (the 
French version of The Desk Top 
Publisher) uses the same 
commands as LocoScript, and 
even these have been 
completely gallicized so that the 
underlining facility, for example, 
is activated by pressing the [+] 



in conjunction with the [S] and 
[L] keys (for 'sousligner'). 
Presumably If you try to enter an 
English code it will crash in 
disgust. Details from Database 
on 0625 878888. 
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New ideas for Brainstorm 



A new, improved version of 
Brainstorm, the PCW ideas 
processor has been launched at 
£29.95. This is a program that tries 
to help you develop ideas in a 
natural and systematic way. it is 
aimed at writers and programmers 
allowing them to take random ideas 
and put them in order. 

The changes have been 
brought about after Caxton, the 
software distributors, backed out of 
the PCW maritet leaving the 
program without a distributor. 

The rights were re-acquired by 
the authors who are now selling it 
through Brainstorm Software Ltd of 
Middlesex (0895 677845) at E20 
less than the original price. 
Improvements include a much 



needed change of key use and the 
manual has been rewritten All 
documentation now comes on disc, 
in both LocoScript and ASCII text 
formats. There are tutorial and 
reference sections held in separate 
files so experienced users don't 
need to print out the entire manual 
to get the basic information. 

The program also has a new 
customisation program which 
allows users to adjust print, paper, 
screen charaoteristics and 
keyboard. Apart from the new key 
use and the customisation program 
the program operates exactly as 
before. Existing users can upgrade 
for £9.99 if they return their original 
disc. 
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Portable PCWing? 



One nttle-pubticised event at the 
recent Amstrad show was the 
appearance of a portable PCW, 
jyst the size and weight of a 
briefcase. Tentatively called the 
Odessa, it has one or two disc 
drives (no printer, of course), a 
four-inch monitor with the full, if a 
little reduced. 90x32 PCW screen, 
and takes the standard three inch 
discs, running LocoScript and 
CP/M as normai. It runs for four 
hours from its internal rechargeable 
batteries and beeps when you try 



to close it while switched on to 
ensure maximum battery life. The 
cost would be somewhere around 
the five to six hundred pound mari<. 

Sounds too good to be true? 
Well, it's still very much a 
prototype, and as the man betiind it 
- David Rath bone, formerly of 
Nabitchi - explained, the costs for 
setting up mass production are 
huge. Isenstein. as the company 
producing the Odessa will be 
called, tiope to start production 
later ttiis year. 







Three new packages, recently 
featured on Radio 4's 'Money Box' 
programme and all dealing with 
home finances, have been 
launched on the PCW by a new 
software firm Vital Software. The 
company, who reckon that the 
software available in this field 
"simply isn't relevant" or "pretty 
indigestible " reckon that their 
Income Processor. Savings 
Processor and Insurance 
Processor are the kind of "simple 
relevant software packages which 
any PCW user will be able to 
understand and apply directly to 
their needs." 

All three are written by systems 
analyst Stephen Walmsley who tias 
aimed at reducing input as much 
as possible so that, it is claimed. 



Brickbat time 

it seems quite a few 8000 Plus 
readers have been having trouble 
with the Mira Group, who 
advertise club membership and 
PD software facilities for very 
reasonable rates from an address 
in Dewsbury. Quite a few people 
have heard nothing from them 
despite having their cheques 
cashed two months ago, and can 
only get through to an 



answerphone on Miras quoted 
number, 0924 462670 - which is 
all that happened to our repeated 
calls. 

This doesn't appear to be a 
swindle, just sloth - fJlira have 
almost certainly set up in good 
faith and have found the time 
they can devote to their hobby 
much less than they thought - 
but if you do send any money off, 
it looks like you'll have to be 
prepared for a long wait. 



Looic after the pennies 

the programs do not need a long, 
complex manual. 

The Income Processor offers a 
■profit and loss account' for family 
and personal finances. Income and 
expenditure are divided into 
categories or accounts' chosen by 
the user. This gives you a full 
breakdown on your income and 
expenditure and how it changes 
over a period of time. At a press of 
a button you will be able to see 
exactly how you stand financially. 

The Savings Processor is a 
balance sheet, again for family or 
personal finances. It allows you to 
record full details of all assets and 
liabilities, including cash balances, 
possessions, life assurance 
policies and stocks and shares. Set 
against these are mortgages. 



Carry on Adding 

Kador have taken over sales of 
li/IEAC Designs very popular 
Amstrad accessories following the 
death of MEAC's owner earlier this 
year. A Mr Young, of Kador, says 
this hasn't involved any price 
changes in the MEAC range of 
products, though the stock is 
limited. He added however that if 
the present demand continues, 
Kador may well begin 
manufacturing the add-ons 
themselves as MEAC Designs are 
currently winding down. Kador 
have also changed their premises 
and can now be located on 0443 
740281. 



loans, HP and leasing liabilities. 

The Insurance Processor is a 
system to create an in»/entory of all 
items insured under ail insurance 
policies with premium rates and 
dates on which premiums are due. 
You can list them room by room 
and classify them according to the 
headings you choose. This also 
acts as a schedule of fixed assets. 

One advantage claimed is that 
the programs can operate 
independently or they can fit in with 
other packages in the range. The 
packages are designed to work in a 
similar style. Each costs E29.90 
from Vital Software (01 494 3041 ). 

Two more programs are being 
prepared at present - one on tax 
computations and the other on long 
term financial planning. 



Better even than a 
PCW printer 

Help is on hand for anyone not 
content with the output from their 
PCW dot matrix or daisywheel 
printers and yet unwilling to pay 
high commercial prices for laser 
printing (claimed by the group to be 
as high as £5 a page). It's claimed 
that these pernickety customers 
can save thousands of pounds by 
joining the club. 

The AmScript User/Publisher 
Group (who thinks up these snappy 
names?) is offering prices as low 
as El for an A4 page according to 
their laser printed press release. 

Originally intended for 
publishers and authors the group is 
now offering to produce business- 
cards, letter- he ads, brochures, 
reports, newsletters, theses, 
transparencies, contracts, terms of 
business, forms and anything else 
they can think of. 

Although not exclusively for 
LocoScript users, the group is 
geared up to cater with the output 
of the PCW's own word-processor 
(both versions). Annual 
membership is £12 (including a 
laser printed newsletter) and it is 
claimed no service or product costs 
more than £3. They even claim to 
help budding authors publish their 
work. That sounds like a full time 
job by itself. 

For full details send a SAE to 
The AmScript User/Publisher 
Group, 68 Barcombe Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex, BN1 9LR or 
phone 0273 606067. 



DIY DTP 
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Joined up writing 
on a PCW8256? 

Yes, use LocoFont! 

For just £19.95, LocoFont gives you 
ten distinctive typestyles on the 
PCW's built-in matrix printer. 

With LocoFont you can select a typestyle to fit the mood of your 
writing. Use theScript font to thank Auntyforthe socksatChristmas, 
the Ronrian font for professional business 
letters, the Copper Plate font for stylish 
invitations - or cut a dash with Deco. 



To select a typestyle, simply pick the font 
you require from one simple LocoScript 
menu. 

Of course, coming from Locomotive Software, 
all ten styles include all of LocoScript 2's 
ch aracters and accen ts.You'll even get better 
looking text in 15 and 17 pitch - the new 
fonts have twice the resolution of the old! 



Character Set 



ns sen 
Nodern 
finesse 
Definite 
/ Script 

CopjerPUte 

Capital 

RoHan 



'" 'Siis 



LocoScript 2 - New Edition! 

If you haven't already, now's the time to move up to 

LocoScript 2 - the better word processor for thePCW. 

Not only have we released LocoFont (which only works with 
LocoScript 2), but LocoScript 2 itselfnow comes with two high quality 
typestyles. And if you want to use a different printer, we now support 
over 250 matrix, daisy wheel and laser printers - but for some, you 
may need the Printer Drivers Disc. 

The new edition of LocoScript 2 costs £24.95. Buy LocoScript 2 
together with our spelling checker LocoSpell for £34.90 saving £10 on 
the combined price. To complete the family, add LocoMail for £29.95. 
Note: A tree upgiade of LocoSpell otLocoMa.il to work with LocoScript 2 is available. 
For details of the upgrade, or of any Locomotive products phone (0306) 740606 - 24 hours. 



LOCOMOTIVE 
SOFTWARE 




9«ar Msmty Mary 

iThatik. your for the yimnxterfut aocka yoi* aei 
6firi»tma». Thay fiMoct perf^oify, a^ui were 
ri^ti.i' cottmr to fo wiit/x my rvsw sii^. 
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eivjoyattB (St\rittiaaM oa 9 ctut, f eacf«ot M 
rartfiar tvarmer in ^>a4fv itxav $4' wa» ba<A 

yours 



iD«PhllllN)np''gt , 

Saturday 12th August 

Cg3 Naycnntlse 

Dccfi fried Erie with Car lie 
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PSUlBt KCai 

Soef Strnganoff 

Vegetarian Latagn* 

scrvad krllli a s«lecltc«i *f vegetables 

•r a green •alad 
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Tbe Manager 
Blue Wldglts Ltd 
St Albans 

E9tli June fiS 

Dear Sir 

I should be grateful If you ca 
details of your full range of vldji 
particularly need ■ side nountin^ i 
drilled with three fining holes. 

In addition to details of the 
would like to receive details of t&i 
hold as a natter of course. If the 
suitable, I expect to lie placing a < 
nrif^T nn a renilur hnwtii. 



Dave and HKctry UFcbsicr 

invtt* 

3t*v* and Kary 

to tfictr grand 

at 24 Lodge l.an«, Rains ford, Herts 
on Saturday IStl* Decem&er 
fro« 7.30 pM 



To: 



Name 
Addiress 



Postcode 



Katy Buchan, Locomotive Software 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 lYL 
Phone (0306) 740606 



Please send me the following products 

D 
D 

n 

D 

n 
n 



n 



LocoScript 2 [New Edstlor)) with LocoSpell 
LocoSpell (reciuiTes LocoScript 2.03 ot later} 

LocoMail 

LocoScript 2 [NawEdltlon) 

LocoFont (lequLies LocoScript 2.12 or later) 

Printer Drivers Disc (specify 8256/85i2/9Si2) 

Total 
I enclose a cheque payable to 

Locomotive Software Limited 

Charge to my Access Card 



£34.90 
£19.95 

£29.95 
£24.95 
£19.95 
£14.95 




EAT YOUR HEART OU 

Alec Rae dons his green eye shade and starts the presses rolling on the four D 



t first appeared desktop publishing was a romantic 
. columns of lexl, headlines, even graphics and digitised 
:ogiaphs - page makeup handled entirely onscreen on your 
f! Now prospective DIY editors are almost spoilt for choice with 
' Mges on sale. But which one suits your needs? 



In theory a DTP, or desktop publishing, program shouid 
be as flexible as, say, a word processor. Just as you can 
write a note to your aunt or a 100,000 word novel in 
LocoScript you may want to produce anything from a smali 
labelled diagram to a publication the size of ttie Sunday 
Times. But in DTP there are definitely horses for courses. 
Some programs are more suited to certain applications to 
others simply because of the way they tackle the question of 
malting up a page. 

Some programs put the emphasis on graphics and 
design while others seem to regard the handling of text more 
important. Which one you choose depends largely on what 
application you have for the package. 

To a mouse 

All the desk top publishing packages claim to work either 
with or without a mouse, the little long-tailed gizmo to allow 
you to move the cursor about the screen more easily. Don't 
believe them. If you are going to do any amount of page 
make-up you will either need a mouse or the patience of 
Job. 

Check below what mice are compatible with the package 
of your choice. It you already have a certain type of mouse 
this might make a difference to your choice of package. And 
if you don't have a mouse, take into account that you will 
probably need to cough up the extra E30 or so for one. 



STOP PRESS 

£49.99 (£79.99 with mouse) 
• AMX (0925 413501) • 8000s only 
Although Stop Press falls deflnltety Into the graphics 
biased category of DTP programs It is still the best all 
round buy. For those with an artistic bent it wilt provide 
you with what Is the best graphics package available for 
the PCW but It also has quite sophisticated page design 
features not seen In its competitors. 

It is more limited on the text side, as the only one 
that does not have a text editor but the way it gets 
round this is clever and would suit most PCW owners. 

Design 

stop Press is one of those programs that allows you to build 
up the page as you go along - probably the most user- 
friendly method for anyone not trained in page design. 

One innovation by the designers is the full screen pull 
down menu chart. Press a couple of buttons and the screen 
is filled with a chart of icons representing virtually all the 
program's operations. Click on the correct icon and away 
you go. When you get to know the package a bit this stage 
can be cut out by typing in the grid reference (for example 
'erase' is l.i) and going straight to the section you want. 

This means that apart from text entry mode you have the 
full screen to work on (it's not cluttered up with icons and 
menus). At any time you can quickly call up a reduced 
version of the page to allow you to see the complete layout. 

Some of the icons are a bit obscure (not every operation 
can easily be represented by a suitable symbol) but a bit of 
trial and error will usually allow you to work things out 
without constantly consulting the manual. 

You can work with or without fixed size columns (up to 
seven columns) or even pick variable column sizes to suit. 
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Text 

If there is a criticism of Stop Press it would be that it doesn't 
have an in-built text editor, although it does have 
sophisticated text features that some of the others don't. 

The idea is ttiat you prepare your text in LocoScript 1 or 
2, put in all your bolds and italics at that point and the 
program converts the file to suit. It is true that you always do 
find a mistake, in a prominent position, as soon as you get 
the text on the the page but you can still change individual 
words on screen as long as you are careful not to change 
the length of it. 

One big plus is that when you are loading text into 
various boxes (you can define the boxes in advance to keep 
the text to the area you specify) you can stop, move to the 
next box and start again at the correct point in the text. 

However the most sophisticated feature must be the 
Autoflow - the ability to v»rap text round an illustration or into 
oddly shaped iDoxes, giving some very sophisticated effects. 

Headlines 

There are 10 headline fonts giving a good variety and there 
is an even wider variety of sizes you can use. There are 1 9 
fixed sizes between 1 and 1 92 point but once you have 
chosen your size you can adjust the height and width of the 
font, the spaces between letters and the leading (the space 
between the lines) to allow you to squeeze a headline into 
an exact space. 

Being designed on a full 32 by 32 grid the fonts convert 
well into the bigger sizes with few of the jagged edges 
obvious in other programs. However you can get strange 
effects it you distort a font too far. 

You can even define your own font or, more practically, 
modify one of the existing fonts to suit your tastes. 



Graphics 

Not only is this the best graphics package available in a 
DTP package it is probably the tsest graphics package 
available on the PCW and there are some people who 
would find this alone worth the £50 investment. 

The choice of facilities is vast and it would take a lot 
of experimentation to discover the full range of effects 
that are possible. The process of ghosting 
(superimposing one image on another) can give hours 
of innocent fun and there is a wide range of free-hand 
drawing, painting and spraying tools. 

There is a good range of fill patterns and you can 
create your own 'fills' which also doubles as a simple 
symbol' define r. 

The zoom (the ability to blow up a part of the screen 
and switch individual pixels on and off) works welt. It 
shows both the magnified area and the original graphic 
at the same time, allowing you to see the effects your 
changes are making and you can easily reposition the 
box around the screen. 

As everything on the page is handled as a piece of 
graphics (others make distinctions between graphics 
and text boxes) you can use graphics effects on text 
and headlines. You can move text around the screen 
and position it accurately - a great way of getting round 
any shortcomings in the text editing side. 

There is a selection of clip art with frames, cartoon 
figures, useful symbols and a few reasonable line- 
drawings. 




Otiier features 

Recognising that there are many uses for a DTP package 
beyond making up pages. Stop Press has a neat graph 
drawing section with bar graphs or pie charts. One of the 
easier and quicker ways of getting simple graphs on to 
paper. 

Add ons 

stop Press works with either the AMX or the Kempston 
mouse and it can take pictures from the Iviasterscan 
scanner. It will also take images direct from the Rombo 
digitiser. 




Professional 
note 

II you're really serious about 
DTP you mighl Ihink aboul 
investing a lew thousand 
pounds in an Apple 
Macintosh plus a laser 
prinler. You can still use your 
PCW (orteil preparalion and 

III en do I he page makeup on 
IheMac This, and all the 
other pages in 80OO Plus, are 
produced Ihis way. 






^^^^^H 




1 


_^ 




8000 PLUS 11 




^*^:,. 



FEATURE 




Headline note 

H you wan I nice gineoth 
headlines Instead of tto 
nther \aQgei ones DTP 
ptckages 0lve y«vj, ^ood oU 
low-tech Letraset, the rub- 
down lettering available (rotn 
any stationers, is )IIH a good 
bet. 
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DESK TOP PUBLISHER 

£29.95 • Database Software Ltd 

(0625 878888) • 8000s only 

This is the cheapest program available and probably the 

easiest to get to grips with - although this Is partly 

because it carries fewer features than the others- It is 

definitely more in the 'text orientated' school of 

programs with its own text editor. 

It does instill an organised attitude to page layout 
which is probably no bad thing for someone not used to 
page design. It would be suitable for an occasional user 
and for simple repetitive use especially for texty' pages 
although It may seem limiting to anyone interested in 
imaginative or creative design. 

Design 

By its very nature Desk Top gets you organised. The first 
operation is to design a page from scratch and then fit the 
elements to the space available. This takes a bit of practice 
but, in the long run can help to create consistently organised 
pages. 

Only then do you start creating headlines, illustrations 
and columns of text each in their own sections. So, for 
instance, you can cut or expand the text In the text editor to 
fit its box or scale a picture to suit. 

While you are in the page design section you can 
'preview' your page - a rather slow process of printing a cut 
down version to the screen. This is worthwhile however as it 
shows up if any of the elements is too big for its box. If, for 
example, there is too much text for a box, it will try and print 
it all even if it means overwriting graphics or headings. 

Graphics 

Desk Top works by setting limits on what you do. Once you 
have set up the size of your graphics window in page design 
you move to the graphics section and call up the window. 
The space you have available is shown on screen and you 
have to fit the illustration into it - a bit like a Krypton factor 
test. 

You can introduce illustrations from clip art, a scanner or 
a digitiserand then scale them to fit although this can cause 
distortions if you don't get it right. 

Although more than adequate to modify imported 
graphics or for diagrams (using the shape drawing utilities) it 



Text 

Desk Top Publisher tests your ability as a sub-edilor far 
more than your ability as a page designer. Again you 
are given the space and you have to produce the text 
to fill H. This can be done directly at the keyboard, 
although it is not as good a word processor as, say 
LocoScript, so to produce a whole publication like this 
wouki be a tiring business. 

You can import the text from an ASCII file (as you 
can produce in LocoScript for instance) but again you 
have to plan ahead and have a reasonable idea of how 
much space your words will take. You cannot use one 
long tile to fill several boxes so you realty have to 
carefully create several files with slightly more text than 
you need and then edit them down to fit. 

When the text is too big for the space you get a 
■Window Extended' message. You cut the text until this 
disappears and then you are at the right length. This 
you will only leam with experience. 

One advantage is Ihat you have WYSIWYG (the 
famous 'What You See Is What You Get") in the text 
editor. In practical terms if you set a word to be bokj or 
italics it will appear as bold or italics on the screen. 



might be ambitious to try to create an illustration from 
scratch in the graphics section. It has all the elements you 
would normally expect from a drawing package but in 
practice they don't work with the fluidity you would really 
want for free hand drawing. 

The screen is set out with all the icons framing the actual 
drawing area, which is handy but does cut down the working 
space. There are 1 6 fill patterns available although the 
actual operation of fill is slightly erratic. 

The zoom facility (cryptically called Magnify) does show 
the both the magnified area and the changes although as 
the area chosen isn't marked on the illustration it is possible 
to lose yourself on the screen. Each pixel has to be set or 
unset individually - a slow process. 

Headlines 

Headlines in Desk Top provide an almost infinite variation in 
size, although this brings its own problems. To type in a 
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headline you create a box on screen, which you reckon to 
be the size of each letter you want. If any task needs a exact 
eye this does, as you very quickly find it too big or too small 
for the text or line breaks coming at totally inappropriate 
places. You then have to have a good memory to adjust the 
box size next time you try. There also seems to be no 
opportunity to adjust the spaces between letters or words, 
short of actually cutting and pasting. 

Perhaps because the fonts are designed on the smalier 
1 6x1 6 grid or because you are more than likely to be 
distorting them from their normal shape the fonts in the 
larger sizes are inclined to show a marked tendency to 
stepping* - the jagged edges that appear when you try to 
create a rounded edge. You have a font editor to create your 
own fonts. There are 15 fonts provided although they more 
on the practical side rather then imaginative. 

Add ons 

The DTP can take all three popular mice (AMX, Kempston 
and Electric Studio) and the Masterscan scanner. 

NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 

£25 {£50 with light pen)(£70 with mouse) 
• The Electric Studio • 8000s only 
Despite the fact that Newsdesk was the first on the DTP 
market It has held up well against the opposition. It has 
a strong graphics base, being built round the popular 
Electric Studio art packages. 

It also has Its own In-bullt text editor and you have 
reasonably sophisticated facilities to load In text from a 
word-processor, tt is based on the old Electric Studio 
pull-down menu system. This is fine for those who are 
used to it although it might take a while for a beginner 
to work out the logic. 

Design 

Again this is a 'make it up as you go along' style of page 
design. You start with a completely blank screen and build it 
up like a jig-saw puzzle. 

You can set text boxes to any size you want and these 
can be duplicated across the page. However there is no way 



of regularly creating even sized columns to fill the page, 
other than working out the sizes and setting the lines 
according to the grid references. 

Everything is chosen by a sehes of pull down menus 
which take a bit of getting used to. This does leave the full 
screen free to work on and you can call up a cut down 
version of the page to see how it is building up. 

Text 

Although perhaps not competing with a regular word 
processor Newsdesk does have its own text editor, making it 
one of the most flexible packages. 

Although you would perhaps find it tiring to type in a 
whole publication you can import text in ASCII from your 
word processor and then edit it to the right length or make 
those last minute corrections before putting it on the page. 

The program also has the important facHity of being able 
to stop in the middle of a file {when a box is filled) and start 
again - invaluable in multi-column pages. The only thing 
missing is a method of gauging accurately how much room 
your text will take up, so getting things exactly right is a bit of 
trial and error. Still it does allow you to do this - a feature 
some rivals don't provide. It is sometimes difficult to 
accurately place text in a box. 




STOP PRESS 

PLUSES 

Excellent graphics passage 
Great design potential 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ N« text editor 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUtiflENTATION 
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DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

PLUSES 

Good WYSIWIG text editor 
Organised rrathod of design 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Cumtwrsome In use 

■ Spreading text over several columns 
difficult 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 











NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL 



PLUSES 

Text editor 

Can spin text over several columns 

Full grapliics package 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Menu system confusing 



PERFORMANCE 
DOCUMENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



FLEET STREET EDITOR 

PLUSES 

Mufti page design 

Well suited to producing a Earge number of 

pages witti the least trouble 

Good text fiandling 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

■ Limited in design facilities 

■ Graptiics package inadequate 



PERFORMANCE 

DOCUMENTATION 
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Digitiser note 

One way ot Includtng pictures 
in yiHjr publlcstians is to use 
» d)gttls«r. Ttils i9 a device 
wiiich iBltes ptehjre* ttotn » 
video camera and ttuns Ihem 
into a dot pattern whicli can 
be included In yo^jr DTP 
pages as a normal graphic. 
Rombo and ttie Eleclnc 
Studio both produce 
dlgitisers - see ttils issue's 
Good Softwaie Guide, 
Gi^pliics section. 



Laser printers 

Ijser printers (wttich start at 
E1(M0 or so) give a much 
higher resolution than your 
PON printer and so produce 
inuch cleaner looking output. 
The snag is that you're 
limited to the resolutfon of 
the package you're using - 
which means a laser printer 
plus any oi ttie programs 
here will still result in jagged 
headlines and coarse clip art, 
but less smudgy looking.. 




14 8000 PLUS 



Graphics 

Electric Studio are the old masters of PCW graptiics 
and anyone who has used one of their light pen or 
mouse driven packages will be totally at home. The 
graphics section is the same as you would get if you 
bought a drawing package so it has everything you 
need. There are a wide range of toots - brush, pen nib 
and spray sizes and you can create some quite 
interesting effects using the ink modes and colours. 
This is the only program that works with a light pen - a 
method many people may find more natural than free- 
hand drawing with a mouse. However it has to be 
admitted that it does not give the same control as a 
mouse and especially in freehand drawing this can 
cause problems. 

The zoom facility is one where the magnified 
screen doesn't allow you to see how your changes 
affect your drawing and is not so solid as some of the 
later packages so it takes a bit ot patience getting 
things just right. 

Electric Studio have a disc of clip art available for 
their art packages although they are mostly cartoon 
type images. 



Headlines 

At first the method ot producing headlines might seem 
limiting but in practice it works quite well. Basically there are 
only seven font styles (all reasonably sensible including the 
old faithful Old English) and only three type sizes (the 
biggest 36 point) 

Whether you find the range limiting depends on taste 
altfiough in practice you might not need many more. If you 
were really keen you couid create your own in the font 
editor. 

The problem of getting the right type size is got round 
quite ingeniously by typing in headings and then expanding 
them, like a piece of graphics to fit the space exactly. As the 
fonts are designed on a 32 >; 32 grid they should stand up to 
any distortion better than the smaller ones. 

Add ons 

The system works with all the Electric Studio extras, the 
mouse, light-pen and digitiser. 

FLEET STREET EDITOR PLUS 

£49.95 • Mirrorsoft Ltd (01 377 4645) 

• 8000s only 

Probably the most ambitious ot the group, Fleet Street 

Editor Plus has, at least, tried to provide many of the 

features that you would expect from a serious 

professional page maker would provide. 

Admittedly it is quite limited on the graphics front 
but the text handling facilities are unequalled. Not only 
does it have a text editor it even has a word count. 

Because of the very complexity of the program the 
early versions did have some bugs which resulted in the 
program crashing rather regularly although, later 
versions have hopefully sorted this out. It is, by far, the 
most complicated program and takes a bit ot effort to 
get to know. It is the most suitable for people who 
intend churning out a lot of pages with the least effort. 

Design 

Fleet Street is the only multi-page system available, allowing 
you to create several pages in a publication (left and right 
handed) and allowing you to set default lay-outs to give you 
consistency throughout. However you can over-ride the lay- 



out setting if you find it too limiting. 

Again in Fleet Street you prepare the elements in 
separate sections and bring them together in the page 
design section although this time you don't need to plan in 
advance - they simply add the elements as you build up the 
page. 

You can set up to seven columns for text (presuming thai 
your text has nothing but very short words in it), set the 
length and spread text over as many columns or even pages 
as you want. 

Throughout you have the choice of metric or imperial 
measures and the grids for lay-out are useful. Although 
there is a fair amount of flexibility at the design stage it is still 
not as simple to get exactly what you want in the way a 
graphics' based design works. 

One particularly unusual quirk for mouse users is that 
you 'click' on to an item by using what is normally the Cancel 
button - needing a ver^ frustrating period of retraining. 



Text 

Certainly the most extensive text handling facilities, the 
text editor is as near to a proper word processor as any 
- including a word counter. It also allows you to import 
text either in ASCII form or using LocoScript tiles. 

Once you have the text on disc you can add it to 
page in either 12, 18, 24 or 36 point (as with 
headlines). There is again a rather unusual use of the 
mouse when instead of clicking on an icon you place 
the cursor in the place you want the text to go and 
press one of the function keys. 

If the text is too long for the text windows you can 
either move on to another column immediately or save 
it to go on another page. As you load the file on to a 
page it actually removes it from the menu so you can't 
put the same story in twice. If you find you have made 
a mistake you actually 'recover' the text from the box to 
make it available on disc again - a very useful facility. 



Graphics 

There is no way that you could describe Fleet Street as 
having a full blown graphics facility, it has the most limited 
range of features although, to make up, there is a good 
range of clip art. It is more likely that you will use it to modify 
clip art or a digitised picture than attempt any freehand 
drawing. It has a full screen zoom facility and a rather 
unhelpful method of switching pixels on and off. 

I^ore important the program does have the ability to 
convert graphics from other PCW graphics packages - a 
much more sensible idea. 

Headlines 

There are only five reasonable standard heading fonts 
although you can vary these by making them outline, bold or 
italic giving in the end a reasonable choice. 

Headlines are entered from the keyboard in position - 
fine when you are sure ot what you are doing but nowhere 
near as flexible as the graphics tiased programs. 

Add ons 

The program can be used with a Kempston mouse and a_ 
Rombo digitiser. 




NOTES IN THE DARK? 

Light them up with CHIBASE! 

CHIBASE is specially designed and written tor the PCW by Ctiiasma Software 



Puiurig your noies or db^Traccs en Ctubase is really easy, and Ghibase helps you to tmd 

ju&t Ihe ones you need by means i^l keywords, 

Thi$ is how Chibase could worlt for you: 

* Vou can use CMibase lo replace an indexed cardljie or notebook. A Chibase record 
correspo<nd$ to a card m the cardials or a page in the notebook. 

* Chibase incluCf&S a simple text editor which enables you lo enier and amend your 
fecofd ie«t on the screen. As you Type Of amerxj your rscord you can nominate One or 
mare words as Keywords. A single hey command nominates the wo/d ai ihe cursor as 

a keyword, and she word becomes highlighted, 

* A singJe key command cau^'ds the edited teict to be stored as a record on the 
database. The keywords will be stored in an irvjex. The software uses the index to find 

records. 

* You can selectively retrieve records tjy means of an enqutry which is just a tisl of 
keywords. Those records which include Ihe listed Keywords will b& reineved. vou can 

also relJ'ieve only Those records whose keywords include some mtnimum rrumher ol 
rhe Keywords tn the list.. 

Some features of ChJbase 

* Fast Ar\<i easy To use: No complicated syntax lo learn. 

* Free fornnai lexi up lo 33 lanes of 80 characters per record. 

* Keywords up to 1 5 characters. Up to SO keywords per record, 

* An Index el keywords is aulomalically maintained by the software Vou can view or 
prml ine index. 

' Form lacility, il required, helps you to posilion text withjn the records Move between 
parts ol Ihe form by pressing The TAB key. 

* Exporl'Import facility enables you to move English [sxt t or from your word processor. 

* Amend.'Oelele facilities. 

* Son facility I Needs 51 2K RAM|, 

* High capaciiy achieved by automatic text compression and true vanable length 
reC0ra5. 

* Comprehensive Irvdexed Manual with tutofiaf mt^oductfon 

PRICE OMLV £49.95 Inc. 



CWMBRAN COMPUTER CENTRE : 
(Dept. EP), J-* Vemnor Road. Oid Cwmbran, Gwenl, 
Phone: (06333) 60996 or 01-399 9758 (24 hours) 

Access ■Visa welcome 
Open: Mon-Thur 1.30pm.7pm. Sun 10.00-1. 00 



9512 
COMPATIBLE 



TIMEDATA 



PROFESSIONAL TIMERECORDING 

FOR SOLICITORS USING PCW8512 

£95.00 

This unique program allows a Solicitor to immediately 
start effective time recording even if they have had no 
previous computer experience. It requires NO changes 
to existing accounting methods, and can support up to 
ten fee earners. The program was written by experts in 
solicitors' systems and was created specially for the Am- 
strad PCW851 2 computer. 

Accountants too have found it invaluable for their time 
recording needs. 

In a recent review Amstrad 8000 gave it 4 out of 5 for 
overall value! 

For greater details and sample reports write to: 



APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY 

42 Enfield Street, Beeston 

NOTTINGHAM NG9 1DL 



INDEX, HOW TO 



Anisble index 



BRAND NEW 



A.I.Q 



the only fully featured extraction indexer for 
Locoscript text documents. Alphabetization by 
letter or by word Correct page references 
Indexes WORDS. PHRASES and INVERTED 
PHARASES. Full editing of the index is 
possible, plus page-proof compatibility. 

Ansibletndex includes a trouble-free 
word counter and the unique vocabulary testing 
program GREASE ! 

Price:29.95 



Random text generator, with uncannily realistic 
results. Blanl< verse, rude letters, horoscopes, 
etc. Also, SHORT STORY PLOT DEVELOPER 
for writers! Every idea different ... use ours, or 
write your own. 

Price £25.95 



Request or information sheet. All our software is accompanied by 
an operating manual written in plain English The price shown 
includes VAT, delivery anywhere in the world and full after sales 
support. No hidden extras I 

ANISIBLE INFORMATION 

^^^ 94 London Road 

W^ Reading, Berks RG1 5AU 
Tel: 0672 62576 



HURRY! HURRY! HURRY I 

DON'T MISS THESE BARGAINS 

UP TO HALF PRICE REDUCTIONS IN OUR 

SUPER SPRING SALE 



NEWSDESK INTERNATIONAL RRP ^3&:SB E25 

NEWSDESK WITH LIGHT PEN RRPi:6r35 £50 

NEWSDESK WITH MOUSE RRP J^9:^ £70 

At these prices this is the most affordable desk 

top publisher ever written for the PCW. 

It's ALWAYS been the BEST - now it's the 

CHEAPEST 



VIDEO DIGITISER RRR-£9&:g5 NOW £50 

THE BIGGEST SAVING EVER OFFERED, AND THE BEST WAY 
TO INCLUDE PICTURES IN YOUR DESK TOP PUBLISHER. 



HALF PRICE OFFERS ON SNIP ART 

OR FONT LIBRARY DISCS - ONLY £7.45 EACH 

Snip Art 1 & 2 General, 3 Nature, 4 Travel, 5 Leisure. 6 Sport 
Font Library 1, 2 and 3 - 12 ExtraFonts on each disc 




The Electric Studio 
8 Ttie Ca/r Centre 

Wilbury Way 
Hitchin SG* OTW 
Tel: 0462 420222 



Pteaae Mfid ma tha hams indicalad: 



NEWSDESK INTtHN'ATIONIAL !Si 



NE WSDESK WITH IIGH T P E N tSO 



NEWB0E5K WITH MOUSE 



VIOEO DICITISEH 



SNIP AST oisq i[ i i ^j ITT a as mc)i 

FONTLIBHAHYl I I 3 I 3 I C7-iS 8»Ch 



i have enclosed a ciwque or P.0 1o^ E 

or pla^e debtt my AccA«d/Vna^Ama« card 

No. 

Signed 



NAME & ADDRESS 




GRAPHIC 
ARTISTRY 

You can prove anything with statistics - 
and Mini Office's graphics module makes 
illustrating them easy 



Lies, damned lies, and statistics - but how much more 
convincing they ail iook if they're supported by 
iiiustrations. The graphics package will take data you 
type in at the keyboard and turn it into bar or pie charts or 
tine graphs. You can label them, save them, print them out 
(not if you have a 9512 though) and edit your data to 
produce new charts later on. 

Suppose you want to illustrate the success of your 
mythical magazine. Train Spotting Plus, over its arch rival. 
Train Spatter. A sehes of graphs (bar or line) illustrating the 
monthly sales figures for 1987 for each mag will make the 
point. Or you may want to illustrate your dominance of the 
market using a pie chart. 

So, insert your l^^ini Office disc, type or t ice then select 
'graphics'. From the main menu choose 'Edit' then 'Edit' 



Touch of a 
button 

Ttifl quick way lo select items 
(ftm a Mini Offics menu instead 
OfairsoisandjENTER], istQ 
fuess [SHII^|4], From now on 
leltefs stuw up bf eBCh ilem a> 
eadi menu and you can Ihen 
selecl the item jusl by pressing 
Ihe letter without relurn-]usl ■ 
for giaf>hics. t lor liar chad and 
soon. 




A Defining a dala set 



Spread it around 

II you use Ihe spreadsheet, you 
can save data I'om it m a fomi 
ttie grapliios pa[:)iage can use 
This process will be covered 
later in ihis series. Details aien'l 
in the manual bui appear in the 
flEADSPRO. ME document on 
side *- typing T:-L 
.=E.y.;:t;-:...:-!-: will put this 
documen! on screen 



16 8000 PLUS 




Sales 1987 



I t H « N I I 




Ira'tn 



A Printout of t>ar chart using two data sets and ihe side by side option The 
■pnmafy data sel. Spotting Pluss, is displayed fiisl ana Ihe 'secondary' set (Tram 
Sponet) second (or eacti monin. (n Bie 'slacked' option, the pnmary dala set goes 

ailhetopol each bar. 



from the next menu. YouVe entering new data, so press n for 
New and give a name for your data set -say spot ting * 
8"/. Now you type in a 'field title' (eg. .Jarrjary) data (le. the 
sales figure for that month) and a group number for each 
item {ie. each month for 1987), The group number only 
applies to pie charts, so we'll worry about that later: for now 
just press [ENTER] twice to make everything go in group 1. 

When you've finished, press [EXIT] and your data is 
displayed. It's been called 'Data set 1 ', and the title, total and 
average is there for you. Now for the rival magazine's set o1 
figures. Press n for New (note this has automatically been 
called 'set 2') and give the title and monthly figures as 
before. You'll have to type In the field titles exactly as you did 
before or M'mi Office won't be able to match them up later 
on, when you want it to put both you and your rival's monthly 
figures side-by-side on the same graph. A quick way of 
doing this is to press [EXIT][EXIT| :; after k. This will copy all 
the field titles to a new set, set 2, and you can then just enter 
the figures for each month and the group for each item. 
When the new set is done, [EXIT] twice to get back to the 
main graphics menu. 

Called to the bar 

Now select 'Bar Chart' and when the bar chart screen shows 
up, press [ENTER] with the cursor on the bar chart icon. 
Data set 1 - Train Spotting Plus's sales figures - are drawn 
to screen. Great eh? Now to explore some of the options, 
via the 'Options" icon. When you put the cursor on this and 
[ENTER] you see more icons which you can change with 
[ENTER]. 

The top icon lets you pick the data set. Data set 1 was 
used automatically for the first, but now you can switch to 
set 2. your rivals. With the cursor on DATA, press [ENTER] 
and give the number of data sets you want to use (ie. 1) 
followed by the number of the set (2) then [ENTER]. Then 
just [EXIT] and with the cursor on the bar chart icon and 
[ENTER] - your nval's chart appears. 

Now for an effective comparison. As above, pick the data 
set, but ask for two data sets to use. Give 1 as the 'primary' 
and 2 as the secondary . Now when you draw your chart 
you II see the two sets of figures side by side for each ■ 

month. " 

There are other options you can use. The lines' icon with 
•ON' written on it lets you choose between having scale lines 
drawn across your chart or not. The ruler lets you have the 
scale made up automatically or choose it yourself. 
(Unfortunately you can't have scales between, say, 5000 




. Line graph with two data sets 



and 30000 - your minimum must be negative. Why do they 
do this to us?). 

The bar chart icon near the bottom lets you choose 
modes for charts displaying more than one data set - either 
side by side or on top of each other. The second option 
stacks the figures: suppose Train Spotting Plus sold 30000 
in January, its rival 10000, With this Option you'd have a bar 



40000 high for January, with the 
bottom 30000 shaded one colour and 
the top 1 0000 another. The bottom 
icon lets you select a 2D display or a 
3D effect. 

My prints will come 

Now to print the chart. The TV icon 
takes you into another series of options 
Ttie top one, the printer icon, prints the 
currently displayed chart and you can 
choose sideways or normal printing with 
the bottom icon {if you iooit closely, you'll 
see the holes to show the orientation of the 
continuous paper). Sideways is rather 
bigger than normal (Cursor down to the 
bottom icon, press [ENTER] to change the 
setting, then cursor back up to the print icon 
and [ENTER] to print.) 

The 'invert screen' option's function is 
obvious, and the other two icons cover saving 
and loading the currently displayed graph. To 
save the current graph, go to the arrow -to -disc 
icon and [ENTER], giving an appropriate name 
like BAR. 1. To retrieve the graph later on, get 
back here and select the disc-to-arrow Icon, giving the right 
name. You'll have to get back to the main bar chart menu 
and [ENTER] on the bar icon to draw it to screen. 

It would be good to label this graph, which Is done via the 
'Text' option. [ENTER] on this to bring the text options up. 
Their effects are pretty obvious. [ENTERJing on 'Text' lets 
you write out the text you want. Then position a box 
anywhere on screen to place it, using the cursors, [SHIIT^ 
with the cursors moves the box in bigger jumps and [ALT] 
with cursors moves it to the edge of the screen, 

Wliat a save 

Before you go any further, you should save the data you've 
defined. [EXIT] to the main menu and choose 'Load/Save' 
(note that the current graph is saved to memory and will 
reappear when you come back to it). 'Save ail data' and give 
a suitable name when prompted. In future you can reload 
this data from 'Load/Save' - of course, you'll have to redraw 
it to screen. 

Choosing 'Line graph' from the main menu gives you 
functions very similar to the bar chart drawer. Loading data 
sets, adding text, printing and saving screens etc. is the 
same, and the only difference is in the 'graph options" {the 
graph OPT Icon). You can have a graph with points marked 
by a triangle {'on' in the third icon down) or not and, if 
displaying two sets of data on the same graph, you can have 
one solid and one dotted ('on' in the fourth icon). 

The bottom Icon gives you the chance to draw a 
cumulative graph. Instead of month-by-month sales, it will 



Mini Office 

PROFESSIONAL 




show the total so far for each month; if January was 1000, 
February 2000, March tSOO, then on the cumulative graph, 
January will be 1000, February 3000, March 4500, and so 
on. This is the icon with a line graph going up - normal is a 
fluctuating line. The third option, TOTALLED', will plot one 
graph, totatling the figures for each month from two or more 
data sets. Otherwise you'll get the different sets with 
separate lines superimposed. 
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A Drawing a pie ciiart. Longer lilies can be put in the keiy [jy overwrlling wilt) lexl. 



MINI OFFICE 



Horses for 
courses 

Continuous processes - eg. 
how i^ouse pricas fluctuate wilii 
lime - go best in line graphs. 
while discrete data - earnings 
of ditlerent socio-economic 
groups, perhaps - should go in 
bar charts. Pie charts are good 
lor showing how somelhing is 
shared out - sales inures in 
diflereni regions, perhaps. Of 
your share ol the marttel vis-a- 
vis your rivals. 



Not a good mixer 

I'ou can't put a graph directly 
into a lext ifDcurTvem. To illustrate 
your word processed report 
you'll jusl have to leave space 
for Ihe graph when you print 
your documeni and prini the 
graph on 10 Ihal sheel of paper 
laler on - or pul the graphs on 
separate sheets. 



The value of pie 



Suppose you want to draw a pie chart la 
illustrate how the market is shared out 
between you and your competitors. First you'lf 
have 10 create a new set ol data. If the old data 
sets are still hanging around, tak« 'Edit' in tf;e 
main menu and then choose 'Delete all data'. 
(This only deletes from tire memory, not from 
the disc}. Then take 'Edit' to get lo tfie data 
entry screen and press tt lor New. 

Enter the sales figures as before for you 
and each ol your rfvals, Now those 'group' 
numbers in Ihe rigltl han<l column come Into 
play. Let's say that there's yourself and five 
rival companies, conveniently calted A, B, C, D 
end E. However, A and B are both subsidiaries 
of C. You can group A, B and C togettier when 
you draw the pie chart if you wish by putting 
tliefn in tf)e same group now - so, when 
prompted for 'group', put i for yourself, 2 for 
A, S and C, 2 for and i lor E. 

(EXfT] when finished to the main menu 
and take 'Pie chart'. The setup from here Is 
similar to the bar and line graphs - the 
difference fs again in the opiions. II you move 
to the 'options' icon and [EKfTER] you can 
now select data sets as before. The '+VE' Icon 
lets you draw pie charts for your data set's 



positive values only or negative values only 
(you can't r^resenl both negative and 
positive values on the same pie chart). The 
)»tlom 'key' icon lets you have the key to the 
chart displayed or not 

The middle pie chart icon selects the way 
lh« pie is split up. By [EMTER]ing you cycle it 
through all slices together, all slices separated 
from each other, slices of your choice 
separated (you're asked lor Ihe ones to 
separate wlien you come to draw the pie) or 
the slices grouped according lo the group 
numbers you defined in your data set. 

Normally Mini Office ftlls ttte slices with 
patterns ol its own choosing, bul you can 
select your own. Change the fourth icon In the 
'options', cun^ntly showing 'MOflMAL', to 
'SELECT'. When you draw your pie, as each 
slice is drawn, a selection of lili patterns 
appears at the toot ol the screen. Move the 
cursor over the one you like best and [ENTER] 
to fill the slice with that pattern. II you choose 
'DEFIED' from Ihe options icon, then the last 
series ol patterns you selected will be used. 

Printing Ihe pie, adding text headings, 
saving data and so on is the same as for the 
bar charts and line graphs. 




PRICES EXCLUDE VAT - CARRIAGE FREE 




1 



(0923) 243301 

(24 hours) 

(B lints) 

Fax: (0923) 

37946 



PCW HARDWARE 



PCW 8256 


£329.00 


PCW8S12 

PCW 3512 


£425.00 

pa.wno 





NEW SECOND DISC DRIVE 

tor lh« 8256 and 9S12 Irom Amstrad 

FD4 £119 

11 Megatryle Drtvej 



Amstrad RS23aCent, Intefface £49.00 

8256 Memory Upgrade 8512 P.OJV. 

RSC PCW Printer Extension (8256/8512) £1 1 .00 

(pack includes power extension) 
RSC PCW Prinlar Extension (9512) €9.50 



UJ 



n\n mn head cuanin^ kii 





RSC special price 
£8 



D/mmx 



By Kempston 

Diary - Phooeboott - Notepad - Calendar 

* £29* 



PCW SOFTWARE - DATABASES 


Catrsofi Cambaaa 11 


£30.00 




£42 00 


Sage Magic Filer 


.....E43.00 


Dataslore (Digila) (Version 11} , , 

Supenype (OiQila) (Version 111 


£28.00 

£17.00 


Database Manager (At Last) 


£18.00 


Masierfile 8000 


£30.00 


dBase II 


£66.00 




Dalabaaa Managar Plua 


£25 




WORDPROCESSiNG 


Tasman Tasword 8000* 


....C16.00 



Tasman Taspr int 8000* £10.00 

Tasman Taspell 80O0* €12.00 

Tasman Tas Sign €20.00 

Arnor Pretext £38,00 

Arnof Pocket Prolext €27.00 



SPREADSHEETS PCW 



AmsoftSupefcalc2, 



..£30.00 



RSC SPECIAL OFFER 1 


NewWordll 

Cracker II 


£45.00 

£29.00 



GRAPHICS PCW 



Or Draw £30.00 

Dr Graph £30.00 

Elecuic Studio Video Digittser £80.00 



AMX MOUSE PACKAGE 

(with Desktop) 

Graphic Frorjt End-Desk Dtaiy 

Telephone Address Book-Mem opad 

Desk Accessories att Ux 

£50 



PCW DUST COVERS 



Very attractive set. 

Keep your PCW dust free. 

VDU keyboard & Printer £8,65 

(Please specify 8256, 8512 or 9512) 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



f\em Slrae« E<Jltot Pkjs .....E40,00 

Etactrle Studio - Nawsdesk Inler nalionai £33.50 

The Dalataase Publlshsf (Sotwwe) .,..„ £20,00 

(MaOMe Detttcp Pul3(l»lwr (MHth AMX Mouta) 1:52.00 

L>9htpen vfllh t^ewKt«k _ £49.00 

MouBewtth Nflwsdask ...,..,.„..,„.,..,,«„.„,.„„.,„ £60,00 

Ksrrpslon Mou&a £55,00 

Kanjxlcm Mouu wttti Plait Streel £95,00 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBUSHING 

13 Fonts, Clip Art, Typesetting, 

Cut & Pasteup, Graphic Design 

NEW INII... £30.00 

STOP PRESS + AMX MOUSE . . . £60.00 




RSC'S SPECrALS 



Amsofl CF2 

Double sidedf 
Single Density 

£18 

for box of 10 



For 20 £17,50 per t»X For 50 £17 per box 
larger quantities - pries on application 



Locoscript2 £18,00 

Locoscript 2 with Locospell 2 £28,00 

Locospell I (for Locoscript 1) £26.00 

Locospell II £17.00 

Locomail I & II £26.00 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 

Export, Government & Educational Orders 
Welcome. All enquiries & payments to 
RSC Ltd, 75 Queens Road, Wattord 

WD1 2QN 

Telex: 265871 MON REF G. REF CJJ128 

Tel: (0923) 243301 (6 lines) 

Callsrs Waloome 

All prton ai/bjea to change wittioui noiics - ail ooods 8ub)ect to 

ayaflablUly 

Carriaga Fraa 

Map Integrated Account a 

- Salw. Purchase. Nominai Ledgare and Slock Control. Com. 
prehsmlve tiaponing o) DeOlors, Crodlori. invoicing SiB» 
ments , V AT. calculalion. Prod and Lost Accounta and Balanca 

SheBi „., .„ £94,«) 

Map PayroS . „ „.,E3«.0O 

Can»(« Slocd Control „ £38,00 

CanBofl Sales Ledgar £38,1X1 

CariBofl Purchasa Ledoor £38,00 



ACCOUNTS PCW 



Sage Popular Accounts 

- Ooi&ign^ lor kisKperienced useni, suitable lor ca&h or credtl 
liade. Single program disli. fully aulomatic eatee, 
purdiasv+nominaJ tsdgor. 999 Balea+purchase accounlG 

_ „ .„,.„, _„.,. £60.00 

Sage Popular Accounit Plus 

- A* iha teaiurae ol the Accounis program, pkn aulonutic 
Invofckig and Stock Racwdlng E94.00 

Sage Popular Invoicing 

- for the bitslneM with hlghsf than average output ol InvoJcea. 
Can be used on lis cnvn or in conjunct^ with Sage Pc^uLar 
Accounis ,. .„ CM ,00 

Sage Popular Payroll 

- Handlsa all UK lax codes and N.I. tdWw. . ei4,00 



CajTEott ttornna) Ledger ,..,...,...„,.«.„.,«...«....,«,..««„.£38,£]0 

Carrsofi Invocing S^tem „ ., £38,00 

PSPN Saiee. Pyrchats and Nottlnal .„.£S9,00 

PSIS-Stock, Invoicirrg and Sales „ £69,00 

PSIL-Siock. [m. Sales, Purch i Norn _ £98,00 

Money Mariager Pkjs _ £27,00 



DISC STORAGE BOXES 






AMS 20L 

(hoMi 21 3" disks) 
Perfect Storage 
Box Designed 
and made 
for 3" Disks E10 



Mini Office jWA 

PROFESSIONAL ^[^ 

Value for money 

Five programs £18.50 biy Database 



STOCKMARKET 



£27 



PCW COMMUNICATIONS 



MODEMS 
Unnet V2t/V23 

^ Auto dBllir>g and answering 

- Hayes conpalbillty 

- 32 namefi/Numt»r/Slore 

- 3 Help Menus - Best value „ EIZB.IX) 

WS4000 (Miracle Tech) 

- Aulo-Hayes - standard £156,00 

Sage Chll-Chst Software 

Sags Corrtn (Chluhal + UnrsI Modern) £182 

Sage Chit Chat software E7B 

0<alufi comtnunicatlon* soltiiware E6S 



if; 



I ^ — With UasterScan you 

/PjC/y/* '^" reproduce any 
l*"*^ ^"^^ picture on your PCW 
screen -and print it 
out as often as you 
like. £45 

incorporate graphics into pacltages as The 
Desktop Publisher, Fleet Street Editor Rus and 
Newsdesk. Send Scanned images via modem to 
other PCWs anywhere 



M^^ PADSTT 

As well as creating drawings from scratch 
you can load in scanned images from Mas- 
terScan and manipulate them using any of 
MasterPaint's versatile tools. Then you can 
remove superfluous detail, fine tune the 
drawings using the zoom feature, and add 
text. £13 



M^^ 



MastsrScan 

and 
MasterPalnt 

£50 



ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT - CARRIAGE FREE 1 




MOUSE 
PAD 

Precise moving 

£5 



PCW GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Mass Easy Labeller E25.M 

Rolala ....„„., .£17,00 

Plan II E18.00 

Digital PascalMT* E35,00 

Digital C Basic Compiler £35.00 

TasSign £20,00 

larkey Crash Typino „£t7,00 

larkayTwo Fingers £17.00 

Prospell £20,00 

AmorC £40,00 

Arror Ma;(arTi £40,00 

Personal Tajt Planner by Difltla £20,00 

Business Conlroller by Diflita 669.00 

Touch 'n' Go £17.00 



DOT MATRIX PRINTERS 



EPSON 

Epson LX&OO ISO CPaaOCOL .E18S,00 

Epson Exeoo aOOCPS/SONLaaOCOL E3e5,00 

Epson EX1000 300 CPS/S0NLQ/136COL ,..£499,00 

Epson FX800 200 CPS/50NLQ^80 COL .£299,00 

Epson FX1000 200 CPS/50NLCV132COL ,,,£379.00 
Epson SQ2500 Ink Jet £925.00 

LATEST EPSON PRINTERS 
24 PINS 

Epson LQSOO 150CPS/50NUQ £295-00 

Epson LQ850 220 CPS^3NIQ £420,00 

Epson LQ1050 132 COU220 CPSf73NLO ...£520.00 
Epson LQ2500 132 COU270 CPS«ONLQ .. £685,00 



LATEST 24 PIN PRINTER 

NEC P2200 (A WINNER) 

£275 



Panasonic 

Panasonic KX-P10S1 aOcol, 120cp5 + a4cps NLQ ,.., EU5 00 
PaAasonic KX,P1S92 132col. ISOcps + 38cp6 WLO .,E36S.O0 
Panasonic KXPISas 136cal. 340cps ^ S1(^ KiLO .. CU5.00 
Panasonic KX-P1 082 col. teocpsi^ Nl^ „ E190,00 



4 WAY MAINS 
DISTRIBUTION SOCKET 




Don't trip over - Ideal tidying unit £12 

Above unit with built in Arrester - to give 

protection from mainsborne spikes 

and surges £15 



AMSTRAD 

DtJP4000 136 C0l-200cps F/T 50 NLQ .,£265.00 

DMP3160eO col-160cp3 F/T NLQ £165,00 

Amstrad LQ35O0 24pin £270.00 



iiESiii^ 

nil N1 (H^ FUk BUtlNtbS 

StarNXIS 120cps^0nlq/136col £269,00 

Star NB24-10 24pln'216C9S^2nkl/80col £394,00 

Staf NB24-15 24pin*216cpa/72nkin36col ,,,,£494,00 
Star N61S Same as above but 300cps £577,00 

NEW STAR PRirfTEH 

SlarLC-10 Muttitont Printer £167,00 

Star LC- 10 Colour Printer same as above „., £200,00 



DAISYWHEEL PRINTERS 



Panasonic KX-P3131U 17CPS ....£240.00 

MiCfO-P26 - 26CPS £225.00 

Juki 6100 20CPS £257.00 

Juki 6200 30CPS £417.00 



AMSTRAD PCW 

PRINTER 

MAINTENANCE KIT 




For 8256/8512 

Remove ink deposits, m^ntain print 

quality 

RSC PRICE £14 



LASER PRINTERS 



Epson GQ3500 , ...£1275.00 

Canon Laser LB P-8 Mark II £1595.00 

Hewlett Packard Laser Jet Series II £1645.00 
Brother HL8-8 pages per minute £1725.00 



BOOKS (no VAT payable) 



Mallard Basic by Amstrad £9.50 

PrograrnminB PCW by Ian Sinclair £7.50 

S by S to Locoscript 1 ..£4.95 

Desktop Publishing with the Amsirad PCW £9.50 

Locoscript 2 by Ian Sinclair £9,50 



ACOUSTIC HOOD 
FOR YOUR 9512 PRINTER 




up to 90% noise reduclion-Att/active iinen 

textured linish-Mainlenance tree-Easy to 

install -bronze tinted acrylic perspex iki with gas 

struts for smooth access. 

Avaiiable tinishes-Btack Ash. hi^gnolia and Light 

Grey £175 (Hood without trolley E12S). 

For other printers please ring. 



9512 
SHEET FEEDER 

Coming Soon 

Please ring for 

Price & Availability 

RSC SCOOP 




KEYBOARD STORAGE DRAWER 



TKCK1 ; ksyboard siorag* 
drawsr. Steel and plasiic 
construction. PC ksirtwarcl 
bocatos in tt>e tray and can 
t» slid out ot sigtii wtisn not 
In usa. saves space on your 
desk and protects Irom dirt 
and dust. CPU artd nnofiltoi 
can stack on lop 
£29 



PRINTER PAPER 



2000 Sheets 11x9.5 -60gsm (fan) £14.00 

20OO Sheets 11x9.5-80gsm (fan) £18.00 

2000 Sheets A4 - 70gsm (fan) £20.00 

1000 Sheets A4-90gsm (fan) £13 00 

2000 Sheets 1 1x14,5 Ruled (fan £20,00 

2000 Sheets 11x14.5 Plain <fan) £20 00 

lOOOAdfiesive Labels 1 across £6,00 

20O0 Adfiesiv© Labels 2 across E8.65 



PCW RIBBONS (min order 2's) 



QT2 QT5 QUO (or more) 

£4 00 each £3.50 each £3.00 each 

PCW Multistrike Ribbons £5.00 

PCW Colour Ribbons [Blue, Brown, Red, 

Green) .£5,00 

Ribbons for other Printers 



PCW 9512 RIBBONS 



QT2 
£3.35 each 



QT5 QTIO(OTmore) 
£3.15 each £3.00 each 



FOR DAISYWHEEL PRINTER ONLY 

9512 Cobur Ribbons (Red, Blue, Brown) 

£5.00 



PCW 9512 OAISYWHEELS 



AVAILABLE TYPE STYLES 



Product CkxJe 



Typeface 



Courier 10 
Recta 1 

Letter Goth id 0/1 2 
Script 1 2 
Thesis PS 



Prestige Pica 10 
Orator 1 
Prestige Elite 12 
Mini Gothic 15 



Each £4.95 



COPY 
HOLDERS 



What every work station 
ougtit 10 have. I*) inore 
tooking down — or findirvg 
important drafts.Takes very 
small amount of space and can 
be positioned at almost any angle 
RSCL1 

£16.00 




LEISURE SORWARE 



Cyrus Chess £12.00 

Bridge Player El 5.00 

Colossus 4 Chess £14.00 

Batman, £11.50 

Tomahawk ..,.£14.00 

Scrabble £15.00 

The Pawn £16,00 

Trivial Pursuits El 5.00 

Head over Heels £12.00 

Starglider E18.00 

Silicon Dreams El 5.00 

Ace £15,00 

Strike Force Harrier ., £15.00 

PSI.S Tradir>g Company £15.00 

Colossus 4 Bridge £14.00 

Knight Ore £15.00 

Match Day II ...,£12.00 

Tetris £15.00 

Clock Chess £15,00 

Jinxter £15,00 




SmADSHEET 



GETTING 
SORTED OUT 

Alec Rae shows you how to keep tabs on 
debtors with Cracker Turbo 



Ask anyone in business. The most important tiling is not the quality 
of the product, the service you provide or brilliant marketing - it's 
Iteeping track of who owes you money. 

One of the great features of Cracker (and other spreadsheets) is 
that it can be used successfully as a database. Although it doesn't 
really compete with a specialist database program for large 
complicated applications, it will meet a suprising number of 
requirements in a different and, perhaps lor some applications, 
more useful way. To do this it relies heavily on using the search 
facility and the ability to sort..., 



One area where search and sort can be used 
effectively is keeping track of customer accounts. 
You can use a spreadsheet to set up a general 
database and use the sort facility to extract basic 
information. Add your day sheets lay-out and you have an 
effective way of keeping track of the money your customers 
owe you. 

Set up a number of text columns - for example 
i(lnsert)c(4 columns) 12(1 2 characters wide) 
[RETURNIRETURN] tl (Format text justified to the left) - 



Uirnil , 



l:i?ISlM?!i::^r:;:::::;:;:th*:iii«!,,t:.,:: 

J.^SalUs Cwbiiys rh(..SUdi«M. 

S.iQus tij 1 coit 1 .1 Co thi, Lt»K»,.P»Tl<.. 

E.EBfi Fash ions, Ltd. ...... ,.BrqcUI..G«t«s 



UdrtisZ Udniil Cridit Linit Totil 

Eith fluon Z.KtM .1 

tllUs kitria »,M«.e4 

tallas (kteriu l.SM.H...: 

"iH Pwu 7S«.M...i 
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A Enter the names and details in any order you want. 



Copy Cat 



It obviously does take a bit of time 
setting up a con:ip Heated matrix but 
there are various methods of making 
life easy. Last montft we looked at a 
method of using Macros, commands 
tor carrying out lay-out commands 
that have to be repeated over and 
over again. 

But another time saver is the 
command COPY. Say you want a 
column that works out the VAT on a 
long list of entries. Type in the entry 



for the first one (for example in G1 3 
you might write 15% (f13) ) and then 
enter c tor copy, e for Entry and 7, or 
whatever number is suitable for the 
number of times. When the program 
prompts you for a destination move 
the cursor down one space and 
press [RETURNJ. When you do this 
the program will ask you whether to 
adjust the references. This means 
that in G14 you will now have 
15%(G14) and soon. 




and add about 25 lines - i25l [RETURN] [RETURN], Then 
head up the coiumns in turn Name, Address 1 , Address2 and 
so on, iike fields in a database. 

Add in any special fields you would want to sort on with a 
column in a suitable format. In the example we have a credit 
limit but you could classify your customers by any way you 
want with a simple integer column and a code number. 
Remember any columns that have to take figures will have 
to be a different format. For example you use of (normal 
financial format) for any columns where you will be entering 
money amounts. 

Type in your customers in any order you want, putting 
each part of the address in a different cell. If a company 
name starts with initials put them after the name, just like a 
telephone book (for example tJewman Alfred E. s Co). 
Keep all the addresses regular so the towns for all the 
addresses are in the same columns and all the counties are 
in another. 

"Ve haff vays 

The first way to sort them is obviously to put your customers 
in alphabetical order - a simple task. Assuming that the 
names are in column A running from line 4 to line 20 you just 
type s for Sort. When prompted enter Ai . . . A20 [RETURN] 
and the program will ask "Increasing or Decreasing", 
Assuming you are wanting it to be increasing (starling at A 
and battling fearlessly through to Z) type i [RETURN] and 
after only a moment's thought the program will list out the 
names in alphabetical order. 

If you want to you can give your customers an account 
number at this point (it could make life easier) by simply 
adding a small integer column before the name and entering 
the numbers. Save this basic format - c(Copy) A (AII)F(to 
file) and enter the filename of your choice. It can be used in 
a wide variety of ways and can be modified as your 
customer list changes. 

But say you want to extract more information. For 
instance you want to discover every customer in Bath, Again 
assuming that the towns are listed in column C carry out the 
same routine except sort on C4 . . .C2C - again (l)ncreasing. 
This will sort out all the towns alphabetically allowing you to 
easily pick out the Bath ones. Or say you want to list your 
customers out according to how much money they owe just 
sort on that column but choose D for decreasing to start with 
the highest amount first. The only limit on your ability to sort 
is the number of fields you set, just like a real database. 

Even with a large sheet you can still find individual 
entries with the GET command - Cracker's search facility. 
Just type in G and then the word you are looking for 
surrounded by /s (G/ ruminants/ [RETURN].) 

"In summing up.... 

But you can add greatly to the effectiveness of this basic 
database by adding the daysheets we created last month 
and using the slightly obscure command SUM IF. 

What this does (in technical terms) is to add up a list of 
figures only if there is a marker in another cell alongside. In 
simple terms what it does is allow you to list all your entries 
in a daysheet and automatically total only the entries for an 
account you specify. 

To do this you need a column in your daysheet for every 
account. This needs only be one character wide 
(16C1[RETURN]I [RETURN]). However you can actually 
use it to hold any information you want (all that matters is 
that something is entered in the cell), so you could use it tor 
any information you regard as useful. In our example we 
have used it to take details of the quantity of products 
bought but you could use it to note a reference number or 
the date of purchase, or anything you want. 

As you type in your day's sales in one column you simply 
put a marker (type an entry) in the correct column alongside- 



10 H*?! i^., > ftddressl flddressa flddress3 Credit li«it Total 

4 Dallas. F1U..C0 Ihe.Jilfl.Lot Dallas flnerica 20, 606. W, '■ 

ezedidee. and Sons The Hater front Bath Avon £,600.06 '■■ 

3 Dallas Cowboys The Stadiun Callas Anerica 1,566. M.J...:; 

5 Quetzalcoatl..«.Co Ihe Liana Park Lina Peru . 759.96 : 

1 ftardvark.Clothing.Co.Bide-fl-Hee Hawiinster.Hiltshire 169.96...! 

a Bez Fashions.Ltd Broad Gates.. Sicily Iltalu 59.99 ^ 



Quetzal coat 1 



,* ..-■- S?*f!!«i Mdrtita ftddrtss3 Cr»dit..Li 

t«l as..Coi(lious ThcStadiw Dallas Biierica 1,566. 

«nas..Filfj..Co.,....., ..Th;..Fil«..lot Dallas Aittrica 29,960. 

flardwark..Clothing..Co..Bjde-A-«ef Hariiinster..Hiltshire 166. 

edidee.and.Sons ThcUatcr front Bath Avon 2,666. 



ez 



zalcoatl..*..Co The.. LI a«a.. Park LinaJ.JJiii^Perii!! 

fashions.. Ltd ,Broad..Cates .Sicils lltalH 



..75 



:,Ha*i|:j":::".."""":::":""':AMressi"j^ 

iflardwark.Clothing.Co Bide-fl-Hee Haminster.Wiltshire 106,60. i 

.Bez Fashions Ltd Broad Gates Sioila. .. -Italy S6,60 ■ 

Dallas Cowboys The Stadium Dallas taerica 1,506.60 ; 

.[Dallas. Fil« Co The Fi In Lot Dallas flnerica 26,606.60 '■■ 

.[Quetzalcoatl.S.Co The.Llana.Park Lina Peru 756.60 '■■ 

.i2ed idee. and. Sons The.. Haterf rout Bath Avon 2,606.60 '■ 



SPREADSHEET 

Softly softly 
ASCII question 

You may wonder how you can 
use Ihe same command to son 
□ui words and numbers. The 
simple answer >; thai compjlers 
always regard letters as 
numbers (Ihe famous ASCII 
codes) so «^en a program sorts 
alphabetically it jusi sorts M 
the numbers that represent the 
letters The problem is ittal 'A' 
has ASCII Code character 65 
and 'a' has ASCII Code 
character 97. This means that a 
word beginning with T comes 
belore a word beginnir)g with 
'a'. However don't panic. 
Cracker is far loo clever to be 
caught out by this old trick and 
will handle mined upper and 
lower case letters without 
problems. 

Sort of problem 

A quirft of Cracker's sorting 
routine is that short names 
come after long names - le. it 
would sort 'Smyth' atl^r 
'Smythe'. Everything else is. 
sorted as expected though. 



Then in the part of the sheet where you are keeping track of 
the total arnount of money due, you use the magic command 
SUMIF. Say your day's entries are in column G lines 13 to 
20 and the column tor your first account is I - again lines 13 
to 20. At the suitable spot in the customer account line you 
enter sumif (F13, 11 3 . . . 120) , which translated means 'if 
you find any markers in the column I add in the entry in 
same line in column F". The program will cleverly only pick 
out and arjd up the entries for that account. Copy the 
formula for every account using a different column each 
time. 

If you work with a big enough spreadsheet you could 
have a separate total for each day's entries and then add 
them together to work out the total debt run up by each 
customer in a week - all simply by entering details in two 
columns in your day sheet. 



Use it Again 



The best way to make tite easy wften using 
spreadsheets is to keep as many matrices as 
possible. A matrix is an empty sheet with all 
the fonnulae In the right places and the 
headings all typed in fNaiting to be filled wfth 
information. So when you have your layout 
just right be sure to save a version under an 
easily nrtentorabte name. 

The great thing is, if you work things 



properly, you can add and modify tay-outs as 
circumstances change. If you get a new 
customer and you simply add a line at the 
right place (l)nsert {L)ine [RETURtJ] 
[RETURN], If, heaven forbid, you lose a 
customer (or you discover they are going 
over their credit limit too often) you remove 
them iMith z (for Zap of course) and u 




A Set up the columns to use SUMIF. 



One problem with debtors is making sure that 
they keep within the credit limits you have set 
- especially when the totals are being totted 
up automatically and the total rrtay not be 
displayed on screen at the time. So you need 
some sort of warning to let you know when a 
customer goes over the lop. 

Luckily Cracker gives you this in the 
unlikely named Bleep commartd. This allows 
you to set a condition on a cell (like an IF 
statement In BASIC) which, under certain 
conditions will sound a warning bleep. 

In the example we are working on, credit 
limits have been set against each account and 
a total is worked out of money due. So it is 



Over the Top 



easy enough to work out the credit still 
available by taking one from the other. 
8ut just in case Ihe amount should 
exceed the set limit on the account it is more 
sensible to put in a simple IF statement. Write 

inIF(F3>a3}, THEN(n-H3h ElSEfBleep] 

which simply tests whether Ihe credit limit is 
more than the amount due and if it is it 
subtracts the one from the other and shows 
the credit stllf available. But if the amount due 
is greater than the credit limit the PCW gives 
a little bleep of warning, even it the pari of the 
spread sheet is not showing on screen - 
telling you to check the credit limit. 



8000 PLUS 21 




QUICKIES! 



Two brand new programs, both of them 
guaranteed completely trivial... 



TRIVIA QUIZ 

£9.95 • Advantage (0242 224340) • All PCWs 

Not everyone has the opportunity to pit their wits against 
such illustrious !Qs as Frank Bruno's. But this new game 
from Advantage mainly for children gives you the chance. 

For each question you have a choice of three answers: 
it's against the dock and you're only allowed three 
bloomers. These "lives' are displayed at the top left-hand 
corner ot the screen, under the scoreboard, by vague 
pictorial representations of what looks like three pairs of frilly 
knickers. They disappear, one by one. as you record a 
particularly ludicrous answer. The machine will emit a 
congratulatory whistle when you answer correctly and a 
faintly disapproving electronic raspberry if you don't. If you 
don't want everyone within a ten mile radius to know that Big 
Bird is proving too much of a match, then you can switch off 
the sound effects. This is a good idea anyway, as it does 
tend to get on your nerves after a while. 

The questions will provide entertainment for most age 



groups and are not particularly soul-searching; it's probably 
fair to say that tew of us are labouring under the illusion that 
Jesus was born in Norway or that Jackie Collins wrote the 
diaries of Anne Frank. Still, the ticking dock might provide 
that extra edge. High scores can be recorded for posterity 
(or at least until you switch off the machine) alongside the 
winnings of Frank Bruno e! al. A more searching test of 
intelligence is how long it takes your children to discover that 
pressing the [PTR] key interrupts the timer, giving you 
unlimited free thinking time before proceeding with [EXIT]. 

After a while some of the questions will start to look 
familiar, and although the order of the multiple choice 
answers may well have changed, the answers themselves 
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RANGE OF FEATURES 

EASE OF USE 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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have not (though the production version promises more 
questions]. There's no facility to add questions of your own. 
The appeal of the game is not, therefore, particularly 
sustained, although with its jolly graphics and straight- 
forward play it may well prove appealing to a younger player. 




AIQ 

£25.95 • Ansible (0672 62576) • All PCWs 

Computer programs produce organised, comprehensible 
output (most of the time). AIQ intends to do the opposite. It 
randomises text so that different words and ideas, stored 
in the program's lexicons, are placed together in a totally 
unexpected, yet highly structured way. The program is 
' easily programmable once you know how, so you can 
readily create datafiles (or lexicons) and, effectively, bend 
f the program to accomodate your own lexical fancies. 

There are ten example lexicons producing everything 
from plausible random Shakespeare to totally unconvincing 
random Japanese haiku. The APHORISM.DAT lexicon, for 
example, will generate a seemingly perpetual flow of 
Churchillian sounding maxims. As long as you keep 
pressing the space bar. the datafile will continue to graft 
together aphorisms of quite unequalled unintelligibility. 
•Resignation usually hatches that cynicism which 
unhappiness terminates' is just one of the gems from The 
Ansible Dictionary of Forgotten Quotations. Similarly, the 
PLOT. DAT lexicon will produce a random assortment of 
characters and plots which may trigger off a wave of long- 
dormant inspiration in the budding story-writer. 

The real interest of AIQ. however, lies in creating your 
own lexicons. The program's lexicons are straightforward 
datafiles in ASCII or plain text format which can be edited 
like ordinary documents inside a word processor. To help you 
concoct your own lexicons, included in the program is a Text 
Editor, First of all, you need to dedde on a lexicon formal. 
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The supplied CAT. DAT datafile operates as a demonstration, 
and contains the startling revelation that the cat sat on the 
mat. By agreeing on a relatively simple sentence format like 
this one. you provide the program with the skeletal sentence 
structure that it needs. To randomise the text, all you have to 
do is make that sentence capable of including certain 
variables. Inserting square brackets in the template 
sentence, tor example, will inform the program that any text 
you include between them is to be considered variable. The 
words which you include in the ensuing wordlists can be 
considered the variables with which the skeleton sentence 
can ring the changes. 

If the word 'cat' is to provide the first variable space in 
the sentence, then wordlist number one will contain the 
variable alternatives - like gohlla, hamster, armadillo or 
whatever else takes your fancy. If 'mat' is to be the second 
variable space, then the second corresponding wordlist 
might include changes like wardrobe, tophat, and so on. 
Once you've mastered this, you can go on to include 
variable personal pronouns, adjectives and adverbs. It's up 
to you. Before long you could end up with all sorts of 
creatures doing all sorts of activities on all sorts ot things. 
Following chapters in the User Guide will go on to explain 
how to make your lexicon formats more complex and, 
consequently, more interesting to play around with. 

The answer to the question 'yes, but what use is It?" is 
almost certainly none at all. The very suggestion of practical 
use is strenuously denied by the manual. It's all wacky, zany 
and madcap fun and must be undertaken very much in the 
spirit of experimentation. For this reason it will appeal little to 
the mailmerging, spreads heeling businessperson, and at 
£25 is not cheap for what it does. However, it is easily 
programmable and will provide the dabbler with hours of 
amusement. 
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AMSTRAD ACCOUNTS 

PCW 8256 - PCW 8512 - PCW 9512 

Tnis system is no nonsense. pu,fpiosa desegnett. tfaoiiiona» styie double eniry oooK-keepin^. 
capable o1 operalmg at an/ level from a stmpHe cash account right up to a fully soph islica ted 
reaiufe packed system to narKtie up eo 500 Nominal ledger acounis plus 999 Sa^es and 999 
Purchase Jedgar accounis 

BOOK-KEEPING and ACCOUNTS 

b/AG. CiougtJ FC.A 
PRICE (including manual;! 

Version 1 book-keeping only E157.50 

Version 2 As V 1 piusintergrated invoicing tG9.00 

U&rsion 3 As V 1 p!us invoicing £ stock conjrol CSO'.SO 

Wnie or phone 'or cte^aiEed informanon or. as we $tirong3y fecomme«xi. 
SEND FOR A COMPLETE DEMONSTRATION PACKAGE 
Discs Only With ManuaKs) 

Version t £5,00 - £10,CK] 

VtsrSion2 E7 00 „ EU.OO 

Vefsicn3 ESOO £16.00 

Tfi IS package, on two discs, programs and data, contains the whole unabrxJged sysfem ready 

to use. less only the laciji[y to set up (he accoums h&admgs. We have done itus already, setting 

up more than 200 example accounts with repfesentalive prime enlries for a lypical mpnih, 

ready lo pu' to experimental use immed-alely aftef copying the disc. 

EXPERIMENT WITHIN MINUTES. Having read oniy the simple single sheet 

mstfuciions. you cao, for example, view any ledger in normal or historic mode, sequentially 

0? by random account, produce state mer^i^ or paymeni advices, practise prime entries, study 

a c^ea:^ control analysis, reader pnnt a Tnal Balance and even do a pseudoproftt or loss cal- 

tJldliO- 'or 1nepe^^od. 

To p-'operly understand the invoicing andi slock conirol, arxl expehment with your own 

inifoices, you will need the manual. 

ir you havg any real interest tk ^ingF-e user straight book-keepin9, as business man, 

professional or student WE GUARANTEE YOU WILL NEVER. EVER INVEST £5 ON 

COMPUTERISED BOOK-KEEPING TO BETTEfl PURPOSE 

II you genuinely disagree, tell us wtiy. rc^iurn ourdtsc undamaged wtifnin 30days. and we will 

^e^unti your paymeni, 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

independem invoicing £19,50 

Independeni invoicing and stock Control £29.00 

CLUB ACCOUNTS £6900 

GOLF HANDICAP Records and revisions £2900 

CluD Accounis offers full book-Keepmg lacilities including subscrrption tedger and bar 

iskings control. 

f'lf nandincap records system is supNed free with ciub Accounts. It implements the latest 
■i^riQes -n rie Standard Scratcl' Score and Harxncapping system i933 

Manx Tapes, Garey Veg, Glen Auldyn, Ramsey, 
IsieofMan Telephone (0624) 81 3Q71 



DAISYWHEEL : £130 



+ VAT (15} 



Triumph Adler 2000. diablo 630 compatibability. will run on 
all IBM + Amstrad P'Cs, 30 different printwheels available. 
Great value for PCW 8512 with interface - £50. All , and 
more features than the more expensive printers, other 
printers also available P.O. A 



PCW951 2 ACOUSTIC 

HOOD £89 +VATCARR£10 



This hood has been developed with the close co-operation 
of Amstrad themselves. It has ail the features & benefits 
you expect from a company already involved in the manu- 
facture of 95% of hoods for all printers. 
The hood is British made, has 25 mm foam throughout with 
a neat compact design, finished in whisner grey, with a 
penspex Lid, the 9512 hood has superb acoustic proper- 
ties. 



PRE-PRINTED CONTINUOUS LETTER- 
HEADS, INVOICERS, STATEMENTS, 
ETC. Please Ring 



Orders from Limited Co's. Pic, Governmeni Etc Welcome 

Access + Visa or Cheque with order 

TRANSFORM LONDON, UNIT 1, MERIDIAN 

CENTRE , VULCAN WAY, NEW ADDINGTON, 

CROYDON ORG 9UG 

TEL 0689 43125 FAX 0689 45954 



DAISYWHEEL + ACOUSTIC 
HOOD BARGAINS ! ! ! 



COMSOFT 

SPECIALIST AMSTRAD BUSINESS COMPUTER DEALER 
COMPUTERS & PRINTERS 
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COMWODORE, SPECTRUM, ATARI ATAIR 5T, SBC. MSX. ELECTROM APPLE SERIES 2 - 
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24 hour Ofcfer srvice on 0890 2854 
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VECTOR 
PRODUCT 

For years Simon Nicholson was blissfully 
happy with desktop publishing. Then he 
started doing it... \ 




Holy Cow Gum 

For ttie actual pasting up I 
trae cheap and easy Pritlslkk, 
though many people swear 
by Cow Gum. Aerctsol IlKatlye 
Is only sdvisati^ in a 
professional enulronment, 
and It doesn't do much lor 
the ozone layer. 



Rules are rules 

There are some very useful 
established rules and 
guldelirves concerning the 
dos and don Is of 
professional layouL 
Unfortunately I am an 
amateur and so I rtever 
bothered to learn them, t 
must trust my own judgemenl 
of whst looks good and what 
doesn't. 



24 8000 PLUS 



Anybody who has been reading about the advent of 
desktop publishing may well have been encouraged 
to have a go at creating their ovi/n amateur 
magazine, 

Presumably the 8000 Plus writers are now ex-directory, 
and cannot leave their houses during the hours of darkness 
lor fear of retribution from readers. Because, no matter how 
you go about it, Magazine Production is an awful, tedious, 
fatiguing, stressful, mind-numbing, and ultimately thankless 
activity. And I should know, because I do it for fun... 

My hobby is working for the British Science Fiction 
Association, or BSFA (pronounced bosfa by experts). I 
produce the BSFA magazine Vector, a critical journal of 
Science Fiction or 'Sci-Fi' {pronounced skiffyhy experts). I 
am what is commonly known as a Production Editor 
(pronounced knackered by experts; at least, that's how I feel 
after production of each issue). 

The PCW is the backbone of the BSFA, such that we 
often wonder how we survived without it. All six Vector staff 
use their own 8000 series machines. Four of us - myself 
and the three Production Assistants - have the PCW8256, 
and two - the Editor-in-chief and the Reviews Editor, 
naturally - possess the 8512. It has reached the point where 



anyone wishing to join or replace a member of the team will 
need to have their own PCW or compatible, no buts. 
Perhaps it will come as no surprise to you that an 
organisation for science fiction fans has become dependeni 
on technology. Even so, a number of wild-eyed 
technophobes can often be heard to complain that these 
little green-faced machines have been subtly invading and 
taking over SF fandom in a highly suspicious way... 

Lego my foot 

As Vector's Production Editor, ) am responsible for designing 
and pasting up the master copy of each issue of the 
magazine. 

Do we use a desktop publisher program? Do we hell! 
Just one look at those Olde English fonts built up from faded 
lines of dot-matrix, or those oh -so-attractive little pieces of 
snip-art that appear to be built from Lego, and my aesthetic 
old Production Editor's stomach turns in disgust. A 
magazine produced with a PCW doesn't have to be cheap 
and nasty, but it will be without a great deal of effort and little 
time. If you want to produce anything even remotely decent, 
you have to do everything the hard way 

Strictly speaking, a good graphic designer should be able 
to produce masterpieces with an old pencil stub and a piece 
of brown paper: equipment is merely to make things easier. 
Even in its basic word processing capacity, however, the 
PCW makes my job so much easier that I no longer know 
where to begin without it. I feel the PCW is really an ease' 
machine. It doesn't let me do anything I couldn't do before, 
but it does make certain tasks so much quicker and easier. 
The DTP packages make me think that some people expect 
too much of their Amstrads. 

Shoutd you require assistants 

The production team all work from home and may never 
even meet each other. Every two months the Editor sends 
rough or even handwritten copy, with notes on the desired 
result, to the three Production Assistants. The Assistants 
type in and print out all the material on their PCWs. My own 
PCW is used for short notices, contents pages, lists, 
'continued on' messages, corrections, and all those 
unforeseen changes and additions that have to be made a! 
the last minute. 

Consistency is important throughout. We have 
established a 'house style' covering things like format, 
character pitch, abbreviation, number of spaces after 
punctuation, when to use italics and bold, and so on. I also 
have to stick to an established layout where the magazine 
design is concerned. This isn't being stuffy or traditionalist: if 
everyone working on the magazine did things differently, the 
result would look a mess. A house style lets everybody know 
what they should be doing. 

Pages of correctly-formatted and justified text are sent to 
me through the post. I can then cut out the text into columns 
and number the back of each sheet with a light pencil. The 
best way to cut out columns is to use a foot-long metal rule 
(from any toolshop) and a scalpel with a fresh blade (I 
recommend a Swann-Morton No, 5 handle and Swann- 
Morton No. 10A blades tor ease of use). The best surface to 
work on is a cutting mat, a hard plastic mat which 'heals' 
after being cut, and also protects your worktop. OLFA makes 
them in different sizes; you can get the green A3 size for ; 
about E9 from any Graphic Supplies Shop. ' 

The basic page layout is drawn with a hard pencil and a 
600mm plastic rule onto plain A3 sheets [though, for speed, 
I will sometimes work on A3 photocopies of old pages). 
Vector is an A4 magazine, but by working on A3 it is not only 
easier but also allows us to fit twice as many words on each 
page. The printers will reduce each page before copying. 
Most pages have two columns of text, but the reviews 
[always at the end of the magazine) have three columns. Al 
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this stage I can play around with the cut-out text, working out 
how much space I'm going to need and what would look 

best. 

Edding for success 

When I've settled on the page arrangement I draw in the 
column outlines and blocks using a Faber-Castell fine ink 
technical pen and a fine point marker. Try Pentel. Nikko, or 
Edding. "I don't suppose you have an Edding 1800 prolipen 
0. )?" I asked on my first visit to a Graphics Shop. "Ooh, I 
think so," replied the assistant, reaching into a large plastic 
bin tull of several thousand Edding 7800 profipen 0. fs... 

For headers I use the rub-down letters of Letraset. It may 
be expensive - and we're talking about £5 for a single sheet 
- but it is attractive. Anyway, that's what expense forms are 
for. the Letraset font Univers 49 is used almost exclusively 
for straps and headers; page numbers are in white Univers 
57 on black squares of Letratone. The best way to get neat 
and tidy Letraset is to rub it onto card first and then paste 
the whole title down onto your page, wherever you want it, I 
use a type of thin card like graph paper which has millimetre 
graded lines. The light blue colour of the graph lines doesn't 
reproduce in any b&w copying or printing process, so you 
can position the Letraset precisely without the bother of 
drawing and rubbing out hard pencil guidelines. If you can, 
choose short simple titles: I still ache from my attempts at 
rubbing down Futuristic Gioveieatiier Blouson: SF and the 
New Man by Gwyneih Jones in 72 pt Letraset. 

Art for space's sake 

For artwork and fillers we rely on the generosity of 
artistically-gifted members. I always paste up photocopies, 
preferring to keep original artwork In case it is needed again; 
especially since my local phntshop is able to enlarge or 
reduce copy to the size I require. Though I myself have been 
forced to create some miniature sketches when nothing else 
I possessed was the size of a coffee stain... Reproductions 
of dark artwork will sometimes have faded patches. Just go 
over the copy with a marker and a felt tip before pasting up. 

Vector often features photographs of famous SF authors 
or pictures of SF book covers. These have to be turned into 
dots, or screened. If your magazine is to be reduced, bear in 
mind that a highly detailed screened picture may well be 
turned to a grey smudge by reduction. The answer is to 
screen your photos in a suitably low resolution or pitch [dots 
per inch). On A3 reduced to A4, a photo screened in 60-70 
pitch will reduce to 80-90 pitch (a much higher resolution) 
with no significant smudging or toss of detail. 

When everything has been pasted down I can go over 
each page with tippex, erasing unwanted marks and lines, ! 
will also tippex thickly around pasted-down text if the edge of 
the paper is likely to cause a shadow on the final result. This 
process must be repeated for every one of the 24 pages of 
Vector. 

When you're ready 

Once the magaEine copy is ready, I have to put all the pages 
in order and post them off to the printers. Although it is no 
longer my problem, I still worry about the Horrendous Things 
that might happen to my hard work between posting and 
printing. This agony will last about two weeks; then comes 
the weekend when I travel to the mailing session, where 
myself and other volunteers will collate, staple and fold the 
thousands of magazines and put them in envelopes ready 
for posting to the membership. 

How do 1 manage it? How on earth can any human being 
fit all of this unpaid activity into his spare time? VJbW. I 
suppose it's time to come clean. As has long been 
suspected of many SF fans, 1 am not quite human. I am 
actually part of a bio-mechanical symbiosis, half man and 
half machine, called a Probot. We Probots are specially 



Straights of BoSFA, us 



The Srittsh Science Fiction Association was 
formed in 1953. An amateur organisation for 
fans of the genre, the 8SFA is recognised as 
an important authority on the subject of 
Science Fiction. It aims to promote and 
encourage the reading, writing and publishing 
of SF and fantasy in all forms and media - 
everything from books, magazines and 
comics to TV, cinema and theatre. 

Every two months we publish Vector, a 
critical journal; Matrtx, a news magazine; and 
Paperback Inferno, a review of the latest 



paperbacks. Focus, a forum for writef^, is 
published every four months. Other BSFA 
services include Orblter, 3 postal workshop 
for SF writers; an SF Information Service; an 
SF Lending Library; and a postal Magazine 
Chain. 

Membership costs £10 per annum, and 
this includes subscription to all BSFA 
noagaeines, Details are available from the 
8SFA Membership Secretary, 33 Thornville 
Road, Hartlepool. Cleveland, TS26 SEW. 



designed and engineered to work as slaves for Editors (as 
I'm sure the Probots in 8000 Plus's art team will agree). Our 
thought processes are computer-aided {my better machine 
half happens to be a PCW); wires trail about our feet; our 
visual sensors are enhanced with lenses; and we have 
scalpel blades at our fingertips. We Probots must aEways 
keep quiet and please our masters, because if we don't we 
might just be deactiva 



Exceptions rule 

The eKC«pt)on to rny rule 
against cresting headers with 
thePCWisthetlwfllgEadly 
use the more r^srralned fonts 
of Tasword BOOQ lot 
subheadings, particularly the 
eiatfe-Runner style ot lonl 
called Breaicer. 
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tlwq 4«flTiBa Sf aa 'a iH^rmrj gmart w^cvt nK*mM*rf *aa 
wutfit^ttift eoTHittiBin nr* tftt prvHmTa *n«F tnttrtetlam el 
rstrtBftmmt and <xgaitiaB, tsd fbot* mtlo fsraaj drvic* 
im SB twstatiiivt Trtmftart wilwrBftHv ic M« aiiLbir'k 



tlcw^Tvr. I iwH uaat Xa uwt I 



■n^vaot Ln raT«-i*. b«:>vBa 1 want Xo aHKloa Ictart vaa 
ISullk'n Jud^ I^ 4«t«ctLv9 ptgrLa* «nd 4ts^ HtK aaajf 
■el«*c» flctlnu] loatura* 4Lin bf ttxai Ln Umb, avan 

■rhSl* \ht fsClB tilt tbay ar* %ml lO M^BBtB Century 

Cblna and «rw daiBctLw >tDr:<fl m>3v14 «««b to wn^lmim 
Urn. riraiuiiBiii mUTBEi^raBiit l» vpKiric to mriar 

KyVivT-EaB, bQI ■ adtur* 67," Sv-ViB. ^ffW-f 

Bf Vagal tlnn* Svria mmv^ lEwt fftOTlW »ha tba 
r«aA<r« thlsk, and. by ■•■traiiGVBfat' St»vlB BUM bnb 
-traktlng HiCirKla dklf«r<Bt froa: tbl« DBt «nd Baking tbla 
OM t**l atrangii niban >«■ t^td About tt. 

t^ bbBicrjeat dattCLEva atorLaA at Vmbttto Zot au 
KllEa ^tcrt ban- 'i»ld mil to 59 ttadwft, aa ihia. 
.irBiaBiQt Bay ■b* b*ctar ic^apud am thm c«ii fau-a agn 
OcHwar. van Gullk la a battar ajuapla u JlLuairat* th]« 
Jif guBBnl , dud tavaaE*. [ iblnk. Ibal wLd> Suvln call* 
*«itr«[L:gaBch.t, and ct^ntlLm' caji ba fLeALt wtt-b. Ip 
dlIEar*fiC tjprt d1 lliaraiuxB. Ed bla hiatA-f al tbv 
crLBv nova], BlOUdy fiinkU-, JirlLU Syanaa calls ttna Dt$ 
bnkB 'W*ll IhlOfBed pBBtlcba,' Hblla albn- crbtlca, >hb 
la salt vaa Gullk rra* Ebxlf BCudlaa. HCnrtWr. Sj^tan'm 
rajKtlcM of Eb* BtfEaa conckudaB Lb,n: 'Th* b«t of t-bam 
art «l«vaf. tut ibay proc««4 !roa nucli fBauBtscaticq at 
•lyla uul Botl'» tbat %brf raaaLTi alapl^ cur EtM ltl«>.' aad 

It ta JwTB tJMt cur aBBBEllBtlni «B b^la. 



tba atwiu ura no^ Ipqtwtic — tba Boat cduob 
wotl^^ tor Itt crlBaa mmaii^ptta ^j Ju4g* Da* la a«niBl 

JWlDn; 1«»»tlBt« *llt#iidlQ|; to 9. BillEC wbll* KQUnLe 

■]?ti¥«» i«.£ ttalt And tat aviuioa* 4ra quit* caKBOA. 
Howwar. 4 Bwlaty En wblcb Eailura to Utbir Bou cauHa 
aatitBl darassaBant, at la trtLU^b « rtH BBUfgBar Eb a 
Bastar crlBlHl. EB DU B iQBJ itvf froB ouri- Va kUM 
abftit aecrat ptrug]** emr (ota-taarlnj lalw or atUar^ 
luB, ^1 vacrit wiiitB to i;rn»M tit Bandnlra planta' 
tbat ta a Icrsg usy ttem but kact 

m Btorlw i;«ii b* HcaBlnad, En t^i*** IJgbtB.: tbtt at 
ttBlr Mtr^ngavtai iB dlfTarvnt Mn^ld irrw ourB', tbalr 
aaivttwfimiiiwtiQ^j, Bsnt t^clr BflttiaiDl:^t 

Bf Htting t^B In a tKlaty wljcb ua b«Bn. aattiitd 
lata faudjiHaa for a tibBuBabd f^orm, bad «n tBtafelJBtMd 
iBframj^EtuT* rai a bigb daghoa al ctvllippiLoi. t* -^all 
B« a lObg aptebUBbad Udbnolbgr.. vas 'SijLu pvradaxtcillr 
UBB at*]« ta cra«ta a world "itfy dJffaraet irOB wr OWft 

hi ib> EBHB tiBt tba lava] of lacbuil^y affict* tba 
gBQgrapby ptid BooUl ordar In vai^ tl^ twya. Tkbji if* 
e^vLAAljr part of tbtlr tlaa> but » umld lost at tbaa 
vary «ddlr todi^ For LDBtaua. ppopl* cccapt tbat 
Bftfthqu&kaai 0(;^i^r. 1b Tia EMpti-of* PfMrJ an airtbiiAk* 
faara Ewfotra !»« 1«rt 1 aurdar acaD* m. mmni- tbla Lb 
not a -dfrvalopttnt w* would axpact «t li] ]b Britain, aor 
itxild If* aipvct t^ ■Dd«rn UiiiiaH not to drain and 
nclalB tha j«Qd. hit saiiwitb otntury voclti^y bov«b aor* 

alowlif. SlBllPTlr- wtKDta Jf«aB faa ba aripct^d. BB In tt* 

Cilnmrnt Kai* HwHtrw "TJatli a raw |<pirp ago tb* aala 
rwtB ta Ibotaa and tb* ethai' itlbutBrr ttngdaaa tit tba 
wBBt ran tbrcwg^ 1.aB-taDi|; and tbta town w» quit* an 
iBpoTtant tmpariv^. Tbaa ibr** oum aL<»e ffia dt^art 
rwL* dfEad lip pBd It Bblttad a tuii>dr«d b1I*b lo tna 
niw-tJi." Tia BEfn-iap an B4t IB * porlfld, bpforp t»clnalogy 
-Cratrolt pr faplacaa i>aLw-v 

Vk ifa ^Lr«ng«a; in tbBH atofiaa 'b*c«itH tta 

(AarBctH-fl IB iLomw v^jv vltbflr MCfl aodatu iJiriQ* {«« aa 

lb* ratl&na.l drtactjv*) or bacitiia* tba atorlt* can bi i**i. 
In as&ira »*jw (tb«}' could ba raad im b vort ol Sword 
abd 5omrr>. bvUnr aaEd^ ''SHat-d"BB4-urc>irr ttoda t.tj 
tnka pLbCa In « world tbat '5«>b> to ba cbaftglag Erok a 
bartaf to A aoatir Bcono»y But 9«a'B worH! la m E>ciioaJ[ 
^Mirtd, In whJiA aatlqut dsftlara aa^v 4 Kood LlvEng. pat\A 
jtubllab, nfid ipKlall«i Kta HirtJuntB' avU 10 ccfpilKantl 
SHdart, aim puzitad. but bow da iba tthvactars oE >bl« 
<;l''lllaatlok fautT 
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DISCOUNT SOFTWARE 



FOR THE PCW 8256 8512 & 9512 



WORDPROCESSING 



Prolexl CP[\(1 39 95 

Pocket Protext 27.95 

Tasword BOOO 17.95 

Tas Spell 8000 11 .95 

Tasprinl 8000 10.96 

Supertype II 21.95 



NEW LOW PRICES 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE 
POST, PACKING & VAT 



DATABES 



Masterfile aoOQ 34.95 

Comiic Card Index 29.9S 

Mrnen^a First Base , .25.95 



GRAPHICS 



Dr Draw 39.95 

Dr Graph 39.95 

Masterpainl 15.95 

Maslerscan 54.95 

Masterpack 61.95 

Desktop Pub. + AMX 59.95 



Cornix Simple Accounts 4196 

Stockmarl^et (Meridian) 34.95 

Crash Course Taping .....19.95 

Two Finger Converstion 19 95 



1 


RIBBONS: 


PCW8256.'8513Fabnc14W! 
ONE -3.95 TWO -7.00 

PCW 9512 Multislrike 
ONE - 2 95 TWO ■ 5.00 


LANGUAGES: 1 


F 
G 
S 

It. 


ench Mistress 


1 5.95 


errran Master ,. 

Danish Tutor 


.15.95 
. 1 5.95 


ilian Tutor 


15 95 






PROGRAMMING: | 


M 
A 
H 
H 
H 
N 
N 
H 


axam II . 

nor C 


.39 95 
. 35.95 


sott Pascal 8D 

soli Devpac 80 


,39,95 
39 95 


sott C Compiler 

3vada Cobol 

3vad3 Fortran 

soft Forth ,„ 


.39,95 
,3995 
.39 95 
18.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 



WORD PROCESSOR DATABASE 
GRAPHICS. SPREADSHEET 
& COMMUNICATION SUITE 

RRP 29.95 MJC SPECIAL 19.95 

DESKTOP PUBLISHER 

BY DATABASE 

RRP 29.95 MJC SPECIAL 13.95 



NEW 




5 25" Second Dnve lor the PCW 
8256. Ready to Use 


-.129.95 


5.25" Third Drive (or ttie 8512 
Swtichabie 


idsg'i 




BOOKS 


Program your PCW 

Inlro to CPM+ 


7.95 

795 


Amstrad CPM + Book 


12 95 


DUST COVERS: 


PCW 8 Series 3pc 
PCW 9512 3PC. 


... .9,95 
,10.95 



GENUINE AMS0FTCF2 DISCS 
BOX OF 10 JUST £22,95 




OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOME - PLEASE WRITE FOR PRICES 
PLEASE SEND CHEOUESPOs TO: 

M.J.C. SUPPLIES (PLS) 

40A QUEEN STREET. HITCHIN, HERTS. SG4 9TS 

TEL: (0462) 32897'420847 FOR ENQUIRIES.'CREDIT CARD ORDERS 

CALLERS WELCOME: Monday to Friday 9.30 to 5.00 Saturday 10.00 to 4.00 





ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE & VAT 



HSV COMPUTER SERVICES LIMITED (SOOO) 

23, Hampstead House, Town Centre, Basingstoke, RG21 ILG 



NEW! 

Continuous stationery 

for your Personal 

Organiser 85gsm 

e7.95 for 250 sheets 



Stationery 



DUST COVERS 



PCW 82SS/8S12 3pce Set £8.95 

PCW 9S12 3pce Set £9.95 

Strong water-resistant, anti-static 
nylon Giey with Royal Blue piping. 



95" Xir GSM Micto-Perf all edges 

Tme A4 90 GSM Mtcro-Perf all edges 
TmeMlOO GSM Micro-Perf all edges 
cSroLd-Cream, Blue, Grey or Wlute 

Labels3.5"xl5'(lacioss) 
Labels 4.0" X 1.5" d across) 
Labels 4.0" X 1.5" (2 across) 
Labels 2.75" Xl.S" (3 across) 



250 


500 

£ 4,95 


1,000 

£ 8.95 


2,000 

£14.95 


£ 5.25 
£6.50 


£ 8.75 


£14.95 


■^ 


£15,95 


£29.95 






£ 2.95 


£ 4.95 


£9.50 


' 


£ 3.2S 


£ 5.50 


£10.50 


~ 


£ 3.75 


£6.50 


£11.95 




£ 2.75 


£ 4,50 


£ 8.50 



AMSOFT 3" disks 1 = £2.50 

Printer Rlbbpng 



1 = £11.95, 10 = m.^'^ 



5??5?HWI:0WER PRICES 




Credit Card 

Hotline (0256) 463507 Faxline (0256) 841018 



PCW 85 12/8256 Fabric £3.95 

PCW 85 12/8256 Carbon £3.95 

PCW 851 2/8256 Colours* £4.95 

PCW 9512 Black Fabric £3.95 

PCW 951 2 Black Carbon £2.95 

PCW 9512 Colours " £4.95 

* Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Orange, Purple 

* * Red, Blue, Green, Brown 
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LOCOMAIL 



9512 owners have a bunch of free goodies on 
their systems discs. In particular, LocoScript 
2 comes with LocoSpell, the spelling checker, 
and Locoftflail, the mail merger, for free. 
Taking a few hours to discover the workings 
of LocoMail could be one of the best time 
investments you'll make.,. 



LocoMail is where your PCW stops looking just like a 
smart typewriter-cum-fi!ing-cabinet and starts looking 
like an intelligent and lightning fast secretarj* who 
never rnakes mistakes, witi work througti the nigtit without 
pay, and doesn't need any coffee to keep going. It's a 
system of feeding information into a standard document - 
say an employment contract, or a mail shot to your 
customers - from either the keyboard or from another file. 

For example, you can store a contract of employment 
skeleton letter with blank slots for the name, starling date, 
etc. When a new employee joins, you use LocoMail's 'Fill' 
which just asks you to type in the required items and puts 
tiiem into the appropriate places. You can then print out the 
document, save it. erase it, etc. 

Alternatively you can set up a mail merge letter - the 
celebrated 'Great news! You. Mr Wojtyla, have been 
selected out of all the people in The Holy See to take part...' 
letter. Your main document has slots for each name and 
address and in a separate tile you store all your names and 
addresses. LocoMail then does all the work your harrassed 
secretaries, or more likely yourself, would do: Inserting each 
name and address appropriately, reformatting the letter to (it, 
and printing it out. 

More sophisticated uses are possible. You can set up a 
calculator, keep a database of your music cassettes which 
prints out labels to fit each box automatically, do all your 
invoicing.., we'll move onto these later on in the series. 

'F'ing and Merging 

LocoMail operates in two modes. When you load your Start 
ol Day disc, 8000 ow/ners will notice all the usual LocoScript 
editing facilities plus two others: the F (tor Fill) and M (tor 
Merge) options. In the Fill mode {which you activate simply 
by pressing F), LocoMail vifill prompt you to fill the 
appropriate spaces within your standard document 
manually, from the keyboard, with the necessary 
personalising details {name and address etc.). 

In the Merge mode, on the other hand, the program will 
automatically take the relevant details that you've stored in a 
data file and insert them into the document. These tvi/o 
operations have been designed to accommodate two very 
different tasks. The Fill mode, for example, will help you 
send out a batch of letters to a relatively small number of 
people on a one-off basis. Merge, on the other hand, 
encompasses a much wider application, like issuing letters 
to a greater number of people on a regular basis. 

Most mail-merge work is going to involve creating two 
files: one in which you must create your standard document 
or letter, and a data file in which to store the details that will 
personalise that letter Create the form document as usual, 
but Instead of typing in the date and the details of the 
recipient, type in the special LocoMail codes ([+]m and [-]m, 
which display as ( ^ xa 1 1 ) and ( -Ma ill), and put the name 
of the variable you want there, ie. 'name' or address' or 
'shoe size'. 

Here's the sort of thing you'd have for a simple mail 
merged letter to all the members of your rambling club 
inviting them on a walk. Remember that where you see 
(+Mall) below you type [+]m and similarly for {-Mail) which 
you enter as [-]m - and those [+] and [-] are the setkeys on 
either side of the space bar (or at the lower extreme left of 



MAIL 
ORDER 

A new series on how to get 
the best out of your mail 




A Vbur mail merge lelier in Ifie ttiidole of tmmq merged 



Covering your options 



When using LocoMail in its manual mode, a 
number of choices are available to you, once 
a "pass ' lias been completed . 
Edit Result; You'd use this to go back over a 
standard letter once it's been merged or 
filled. Vou might want to shorten a 
particularly long tetter to avoid a couple of 
lines stragging over onto the neid page. Or 
you could add further details to a letter that's 
been created through merging: it, included in 
your address list is someone whom you 
particularly dislike, you might find this option 
useful to season the tone of the 
communication by Inserting a few 
venomously-worded phrases at the end. 



Print Result: The option you will choose most 
frequently; provided paper has been inserted 
Into the printer, the document will be printed 
and the neict "pass " will begin. 
Discard Result: Bins the outcome of your last 
"pass" and immediately moves onto the next 
one. It's particularly useful if you want to 
check a merge before you reach (he point of 
no return on printout. 
Abandon LocoMail: This is by tar the most 
drastic of the menu choices, so use it with 
care. You not only bin the most recent "pass" 
but the records which you haven't processed 
will be ignored. 



the keyboard on the 9512) nof regular plus and minus! 

{+Mail> title (-Mai 11 (+Mail( forename (-Mail) 
(+Mail) surname (-Mail) 
(+Mail)address(-Mail) 

(+Mail)date(-Maill 

Dear (+Mail) title (-Mail) (+Ma 11) surname [-Ma 11) 
As a long-standing member of the Dinglydell 
Ramblers Club, we are pleased to inform you that 
our special offer next month involves a 



Paging note 

Each 'page" whicti holds Ihe 
details for one prinioui of lt»e 
letter is lermed a record. Each 
line enlered wittiin itial record is 
called a (ieid. The firsi -page" in 
Ihe daia file is therelare known 
as a patlem record. This is 
nothing 10 do wilh knitting. 
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4 Vtur data file wilh the pattern followed by names and addre^es 



At length 



If you want an automatic merge, 
oi course you'ii iiaue to sei itie 
original documenl for 
cwilinuous stalionery. in 
Looo&cript 2, lor OKampie, while 
editing press [11] and tal^e 
'Documenl Setup': then press 
jl5| and lake Paper lype'. Move 
Uie cursor lo H" fanfoW and 
press [+]. [EXiTl and |EfJTER] 
suilatjiy b3.ck lo the main 
documenl When pfiming. 
change it necessary to "paper 
intended lor doctimenr 



At 8s and ds 

9512 owneis have LocoMaii 
already on Iheir LocoScript 
disc. 8000 owners have lo copy 
thefiieLOCOMAi L.JOY from 
the LocoMaii disc they boughl 
onto Iheir slariup disc. Make 
sure yout version olMaii is 
corapalibie with your 
LocoScnpt- Mail for 
LoooScripl 3 04 wont work on 
LocoScripl 2.1 B tor eiample. 
And no, you can'l use LocoMaii 
from your 9513 on your 8256 or 
8512 - copyrighi laws demand 
you buy LocoMaii again, and 
anyway il won'l work. 
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weekend's hedgehog- spot ting ramble on the Mull 
of Kintyre. Walking-sticks and boot-polish will 
be provided. We look forward to welcoming you 
aboard, |+Mail)title(-Mail> (+Mail) surname (- 
Mail) . 
B. Lister 
Secretary 

Just for the Record 

The next thing to do is create a datafife, again at the Disc 
Management Screen, In this file, you're going to keep the 
name and address of every member of tfie Dinglydefl 
Ramblers Club, which will then be incorporated into the 
standard letter that we've just created. The first 'page' in our 
data file is going to be an exact reptica of the details entered 
within the LocoMaii codes at the beginning of our standard 
letter. This acts as a kind of template for ail the other 'page' 
entries in Ihe data file, the pattern to which alt the data 
subsequently entered in the file must conform, The first page 
looks like this: 

TitlelRETURN] 
Forenaine[RETURN] 
Sijrname[RETLIRN] 
Address I Tel (end Of page) 

LocoMaii is very sophisticated when it comes to handling 
data of varying formats. Some mail mergers expect all the 
addresses in the world to be the same number of lines as 
you specify in your pattern address. What happens.though, 
when addresses vary in length - which is always the case? 

What you do is something like this. The first page of your 
data file tells Locomail that everything up to the first 
[RETURN] is the title; that everything after that up to the 
next [RETURN] is the forename; everything between that 
and the next [RETURN] is the surname; everything between 
that and the # is the address (however long or short, 
however many lines) and everything between that and the 
end of page is the telephone number. 

You can use any non-alphanumeric symbol in place of # 
here. ie. any symboJ which isn't a tetter or number - a semi- 
colon, a $ sign, a ' symbol etc. 

After 'Tel' {and this applies to every record), select the 
End Page Here option from the [fS] Page Menu - not the 
[RETURN] key (or just press [ALT][RETURN] which is 
quicker). A page-end bar appears on the screen, and, 
having completed the pattern record, you're now ready to 
enter the corresponding details of the Dinglydetl Club 
members on that format. When you've done that, press 
[EXIT] and save the file. 

Back at the Disc Management Screen, place the file 
cursor on the master letter and press m. At the top of the 
screen, you'll see a message asking you to place the cursor 



on the data file as well. Press [ENTER]. The resulting Merge 
Documents Menu will then give you the choice between a 
'manual' and an 'automatic' merge. 

The 'automatic' option will fill and print one letter for each 
record in the data file without stopping to ask you if 
everything's okay. As long as the printer is being fed 
continuous stationery, the procedure will require no 
intervention from you. In fact, you'll have enough time to go 
off and have a cup of tea or twelve. 

The 'manual' option, on the other hand, stops at the end 
of every letter (or "pass") for you to repeat, if appropriate, the 
choices of printing, saving, editing or discarding. The Edit 
Screen will replace the Disc Management Screen and the 
letter, as we composed it, will fill the screen. The variable 
names between the LocoMaii codes will start to slide off the 
screen, and be replaced with the details of the first 
Dinglydell Club member on the data file. Note how 
LocoScript automatically formats the letter, whatever the 
length of the name in the last line. 




A Doing a 'nil' - to enter that address, each line is ended with a [RETURN] bui 
an [ENTER] signals the end ol the address. Other items of inlomiation (ike Ihe 
narre are just ended wilh [RETURN]. Note Ital you don't have to enter ihe tille or 
somame again once its (Ken entered. 



The only problems you're likely to encounter at this stage 
will, almost certainly, be the result of mismatched variable 
names and data file records. This is usually due to spelling 
inconsistencies - check the variable names are the same in 
data file and main file, and don't put spaces in them. 
'Addressi' is hne for a variable name but 'Address 1' isn't. If 
your machine displays Syntax Error' or something, take a 
deep breath, select the Abandon LocoMaii option from the 
menu and re-examine both your standard document tile and 
data file. 

Having your Fill 

If you want to produce a document for a smaller number of 
people without having to go to the trouble of creating a data 
file, then using the Fill option will probably be more 
appropriate. This allows you to fill directly from the keyboard 
- rather like filling in the spaces on a blank form. Back at the 
Disc Management Screen, place the file cursor over your 
standard letter or document and press r. 

Note in the Fill Menu the absence of a prompt to name a 
data file. This time, when the letter is displayed on the 
screen, the variable names act as a prompt in themselves 
and what you type in manually to replace them will shortly 
be displayed in the letter. When you get to the line. Dear So 
and So, you won't be prompted because the information that 
you typed in earlier is still being retained inside LocoMail's 
memory. Once you've finished that particular "pass", be 
careful not to select Abandon LocoMaii or you'll end up 
losing that particular Fill! If you choose Fill again, the same 
master document will be brought back up onto the screen 
ready for another "pass". An 

Next month: Conditionals; or, In which we describe how to 
make the letter change to suit the recipient. 
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Use LocoMail 
to send letters 
to everyone on 
your mailing 
list. Use its many 
advanced features 
to do much more - 

■ Produce letters for each 
name or data record, or just for a 
selection ■ Include special text 
depending on the data to be merged - 
each version of your text is correctly laid 
out, whatever special information you insert 
Edit the merged letter before printing ■ Save the result to disc if 
required ■ Use LocoScript data fUes or ASCII data files from a 
CP/M program ■ Prompt for information to be typed at the 
keyboard ■ Perform arithmetic within LocoScript documents 
Add paragraph numbers automatically ■ Produce sophisticated 
LocoMail 'programs' for Invoicing, Credit Control, Enquiries etc." 

LocoMail now comes with a completely revised 288 page User Guide - 
available separately for users of the PCW9512 and earlier versions of LocoMail 

■ An extended tutorial section ■ Detailed desaiptions of the advanced facilities • WorKed examples of 
"program units", loops and conditional operations ■ Descriptions of typical uses of LocoMail - Club 
Membership, Invoicing, Enquiries, Labels ■ A set of "building blocks" to include in your own LocoMail 
applications ■ Full technical description of LocoMail ■ Troubleshooting guide ■ 

All the examples described in the User Guide are supplied on the LocoMail master disc. In case you're just 
buying the new User Guide, they are also supphed on the LocoMail Examples Disc, available separately. 




To: Katy Buchan, Locomotive Software 
Allen Court, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 lYL 
Phone (0306) 740606 



Name 
Address 



Postcode 



Please send ntie the following products 

D LocoMail[(irusewUhLocoScript2 £29.95 

[H LocoScript 2 with LocoSpell £34.90 

D WElVLocoMailtJser Guide £14.95 

n iVElV LocoMail Examples Disc £5.00 

Total 

n I enclose a cheque payable to 

Locomotive Software Limited 
d Charge to my Access Card 



J L 



_!_ 



J_ 



Note: AU prices include VAT and UK postage. 
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SERIES 



/ rlRbl Onbc (PCW and PC versions) £29.95 

A simple to use introductory database. Design your own record card on 
screen In minutes with up to 250 Items of information. Storage is disc 
based so it is not limited by ttie memory, A Help Panel Is included for 
new users. Records are kept in constant sorted order and are Instantly 
accessible by name or number. Manual or automatic searcfi options and 
facility to re-sort the file. Malimerges with locoscrlpt and outputs ASCII 
files Reports and totals. Example uses are mail lists, stock inventories, 
boolilists, client Information and mucti more. 

^l CDNf nrn 
LCKt /(_ULL/(PCW) £16.95 

A step by step tutorial to |am a full understanding of the LOcoScrlpl 
wnrdprocessor. Many exercises are Included to give experience and 
confidence. Users soon gam confidence and even create ttieir own 
personalised manual! 



D TUQCQiTC 



(PCW) £17.95 

A comprehensive yet easy to learn touch typing course based on the 
famous Pitmans method, ft has been designed to teach the correct 
method for the sliill of fast, efficient typing. The emphasis Is heavily 
placed on rhythm and accuracy rather than testing by speed at an early 
stage. 

CPC6128 
PC versions) £29.95 
A simple to use spreadsheet yet contains many facilities available on 
much larger systems. Full maths capabilities Including average, count, 
max., min. and total. Calculate In both horizontal and vertical directions 
to an accuracy of 14 significant figures Portions ol a sheet may be 
copied, printed, saved or loaded with either automatic relative or 
absolute reference adjustment. Useful for fast and effective cashflows, 
home budgeting, statistics and even stocks and shares. 



V riRSl LHlL andP 



Other Software for the Amstrad 

CPG 464/664/6218 

Random Access Database £29.95 

Powerlul. versjlile. tandom access database. Finds records in seconds 
not several minutes Mulliple piinl lormats, mm SO & 40 charactei texl 
OF boies in d^ign Eitensive ca leu la I ions includini SIN, lOG, COS, etc. 
Comprehensive search and sort facilities 40 lietds per record 

Instant Access Utilities £29.95 

A lull range ol ulililies incltiding random access, sector edilmg, error 
handling, etc Simple RSX coinirands interface directly with Ihe resident 
BASIC. A powerful EXEC command allows a BASIC slatement to be 
eiecuted from wilhjn a program to evaluate calculations 



IVIINERVA SYSTEMS, 

69 SIDWELL STREET, EXETER, 

DEVON. EX4 6PH. Tel: 0392 37756 
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THE BEST IN THE WEST - PLUS I I ! 



Ei^ THE WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES 



T Desc comalning databdso qrapfis pach 
psycfwfogical le&t * g^rne<i 
PC's ilBM) Compats'&i; Amsirad. 
Sarn?.ijng, ppvj $Af\yo. Si^lron £^6 and 
306 a\ ccmpatAiQS.. also Cammodwe 
Acorn. Alan, Canon We are to* 
TBgaTorod dB9U>rs lor <,ar\ti ustitts. oil ihq 
PCll ■ Ten supet Turtjo iiBMCompaTi 
Plaaw T^opTions i>r t^ni large S.A E fw 
verf luH a&a\\t. o\ Vid^q gr^ai computi3'f£ 
Dnna'^ tjy SlfM^qlt^^ent portabkj PCs 
AmstTAd PPC. To^riibs;. Miao P Plasma & 
Cam&rnJ^e Uplop ISG 

WE SiniVE HARD TO SE THE 
FRIENDLIEST AMD MOST HELPFUL 
PLACE AROUND WrtM LOW PRICES 

AHO FAST DESPATCH WflH 
AFTEfl SALES SUPPORT THAT WHL 
BRING YOU BACK FOR WORE 
PrirSlcrs tciTit; ir: jll iiEijpDfi ind Eii;e& to 
SUA IhtG |0t> you have m mind 0^ your 
poch&t' We can supply 9 to 54 pin and 
daisyi«*ieels lhr(Sugli lo lazers Citizen 
lnvilti 1^eir 2vearguarnate«l. AmflrEUjl 
incluiJjng the 103500 EpSi3m,JijKi 
Canon, Mocro P Panasonic. Qms. Data 
Products, HewteH Pakcard. Impac] 
SysiomE. Linotype Plus iHiitai;tii< anO 
Sehonic Piocters and one 01 IwO mote'' 
EXAMPLES OF THREE TOP 
COMPUTER SVSTEMS 
PCli Twi Super Tuibo3&W8Ha(dDi«:. 
DualCiioOf Sptetto<4 77 tor^Hi. 640h 
Ram, Ix360k Floppy. RS232ar>dpaiallel 
fyinEHport Gam^ l-Q Pen; >] For |oyst>cK 
elct 7 cndu^tiy {^upanitw shols. i^at liirm 
Clock. kSYtoartJlocfc, WSDOS va 2- 

Mono 1091 40 

As Above fiui CGA Coiovr : , 1 299.99 
As abnvfl bul Hega Enti4rc«J Colour + 

Mono Giaplics 1499.99 

Many many 'add'Om' are ai^altatsk! ttH i\m 
atKivEj pnacnmoa Nom Tape Spooiefs io 
R^m E;ip»nsii:ini Canii Jind ftiere sUH 



PCW HARDWARE 



POW e256 2lid 3^ dnve r.'J ^0 

Mem-of y Upgrade to & i £h ... i POA : 
Buy 1116 ittava 2 iiem^ logeti l<er aJid ftu 
dWuci ■CS.OO from Memory Upgrade futcu 
PCW9i5i2and3'(liiivei:Fti4| >^9.95 

5-25' and Dj&c dH i ire Wo now specfaiise in li^ 
PACE drive priDduCtKl &;$piec>^lly lor Vie PCW 
wjlti lis own buill m kfiterfaco Cofnes Wiitti Km 
TDOS & L'xiornal powi^r Supply. 'Jury easy lo 



Ell We irto one. 

ACC 20MB PCW Ha*d Oish. 

TttnaliC 3OM0 PCW Hard dsk 

Cany you t PCW Stuou'idtii Bag 

AcCOOSW HoO(*5 tor your prunlcw 

CF2 Disc Slorags Boi iHoUs lOj 

CF2 5.25* disc StOfagp 0o>*?s VbcIous 

CF2 3^ Amsort Panasonic n tO . 23 «I5 

5.25' XicJex DS'OD Discs >. 10 7 49 

5 25' JCKJcjcOS'-DODi5CSi?5 15.99 

&.2S- Xidw.. OS tJD 0i5C5 * aj 29 49 

5.25-Xtdo, DSODOiSGSji IIK} . 5^95 
THATS LESS THAN 550 CACH-AU. 
INCLUSIVE 
5.25' Manell DSOD 0\$c% v. 10 . 
Kefnpsion Inieriaco * Joystick . 
Kempslon Moyje. iftTace^Soflware 
05232 Serial- Para»&l Interface .. 
Pace RS232 Ser Par inienacd ., 
Surfiffl Proteclor in ij A Piuq Top 



iaJ.9S 
514.96 

.. 27 95 
POA 

5 25 



17.75 
24 9S 
,&4 95 
.5d.9S 
54 95 
II 44 



lUIODEMS 



PSN Bundle pai:J(s lor Itw PCW 
NigntingaliJ ' InicrTace ■* CaWe ,. 
LiiineE ■ intedaco ■ cable . . . 
Serious Four 1200S * Inlerl^ce 
Sennjs Pour 24jOOS * *nia>rlace 



Nigtttin^le Manual, V2^V23 .. .. 

Linnet intffilioeni v^L'Vas 

SerkeiFour§123S 

SeruK Foiti 12Q0S 

Series Four 24003, V22«VS£bi3 .. 
MinclB Technalogy Modems 
WS2O0D Mgnual Dial Modem 
WS^ooOPCw.cwirvletfacti' .. 
WS300CI Pro«e&sk[>naP Modem 
WS3000 Professioriai Motf&m, v^^ 

W&3000 Pro'BQEHinat, V22bis 



149 95 

lfl4.95 
399.95 
d«9 95 

...94.50 
149 95 
259.50 
379.95 
4g9 95 

IDB 70 
169,95 

265.00 
47500 
599 95 



WS3'(M0 Was PcfipH*Bfal ol ihw yeria' m 1 9M 
Brkhsri mlcrocompuiffig Awanls 



TROJAN LIGHTPErrS * 

* » 

* PCWCadmafller 27 95 • 

* CPC Cadmasler 17 95 * 

* CBMPIu5 4.Ct6Cadma£ter ..i795* 

* 5p«cturm (^ 3 Cadmaster ^195 * 

* SpflClrum * 2 CadmasEer . 17.95 » 

* Spec. 48 1 23k Cadmasler .. 17 95* 

* Tfto Lasl word Ca5sellP . . l£ 95 # 
*Tliela&tWwd 3'dtsc 17.95* 

* etapth P(o Pack Cas&elTe 27 95 * 

* Gfapt> Pra Pack 3'Dtsc,.., 35 95 # 

* • TFtADE ENOUIRieS WELCOMED * * 



SOFTWARE 



WOn DPROCESSORS 

Prfliew FuiiSyst-em Wordprocessor. 

Spellcneckef' Mailmarge 44 75 

Pochcl Prolexl 29.95 

LOCOSCnpt II ,, -. (9.45 

Locospel! L ^ 33.25 

LoOomail „ „ , 34.95 

Mini Ollioe Professorial SysteFn Si 75 

Savon Micro CoilocllDnG' 5 Programs 

In one Pack excellent vaiu& . ,39 95 

TaswordSOOO 17 75 

Tas Sign ...^ ^^ 23-95 

TaEpflnteoOO . , 11.75 

TasspeH „..^„,.„.„„„ 13.75 

New word 2 .,,.46,75 



SPREADSHEETS 



Supetcalc U . 29 'b 

Crachep II (Included Grap4is^ 3&.75 

Mjni Office F"rjyles5ionai 5V5lem 21 75 

Samn Micro Codoclion 4 Programs 

Irv one Pack An Old FavfXi^Ht." 39 95 



DATABASES 



? FreoEormat Dai^>aM 
Tliat ^ts you say nNhal you want 

tr* yOuT Crwfi w&rdS 4B.95 

Ma5l(jt1.lo 8000 34. 7S 

dBasoi' 99.95 

'dBase tt made easy" bot* . , , . 14.95 

Hatkds Ort dBase tl neecfs- 2 drives 19.95 

Delia 1 25 59 75 

M»nii Oltice ProlessaorLat syslem 21 .75 

Sanon MiGJDCollec1>i>n 39.95 



ACCOUNTS 



II you are unsure B:«actly wnicn package you 

need Par your pariif ular tHJSrinejs please 

■ptTtHie and i*re will descnte Ihp strengttis 

and weaknesses or tt>e vanou'S, packages in 

clear |3rgonl(js5 terms but Jeave you lo 

docNte 

************** 

Mertd-an Slochmarkol ._ 23.95 

lyt&ney Manager plus lof PerMnai Uao 

or Smalt Susinoss 3t.75 

Co>n\x ■ Jc* Eslimaling . 39,95 

CorniJ Producl Costing 39.95 

Digiia Tan Ptanrter ig.95 

Oigila Business Conlroller 79 95 

Miceo Simplex. VAT Madis Simple 

CAMSOFT ACCOUNTS :■ 
PSrL INT Stock inv Saiw 

Purcti t^em 97.75 
PSPN INT Sales Purcli Nofn.. 73 45 

PPAV PayroM 37 S5 

SAGE ACCOUNTS :■ 

Populaf Accoufils , . ...7900 

Popular Account Ptus 104 00 

Popular Accounis Super , .. ., 149 00 

Popular Payrojt 69 50 

MAP ACCOUNTS > 
Intograled Accounts 99 75 

Payroll 49 50 

COMPACT ACCQUIfTS 

Accoums -., ^ ,,165-75 

Accounis Plus - f.^„ I92.5fl 

DaybM* 54 95 

P.:iv!Oii ?7 95 



UTILITIES 



Rotale ■ S<Je*ays Prinlin<j . 19 75 

Arnof Mai^am II . ... 52 75 

Arnpr ■CCO'Tip'lpr 'ISiSo &I2C1 -- 33 25 

Borland' Turbo Pascal . .4975 



DTP ANDGRPAHICS 



Slop Press and AMX MoustJ 

AMX SiPp PTifsa . 

DosKlop Pub & AMX Mouse ... 

DesMdp PuWiBhei .-. 

Maslor Pa»nl 

MaSlerScan 

Masler Pach iScanfi Pamli .. 
KenipsCon Mouse ar»d Coniroi' 



65 95 
3775 

. 5975 
22 75 

.17 75 
55 75 
62.75 
64.95 



R^i^ltinie 

dniCwiLli rr>s.truClOr 'Jr? Aud l Ta^is 

PCW9512 Locoscriplll . 

PCW6256.a512 Loemicripl 

PCWe256e5l2 Loooscrol I' 

CPM Cornpultfig Learn properly' 

Supercak: 11 

dBaseii . 

Ci asfn Cou rso m (yprnq Beginners 
Two Fingers Tiq, Twjc^i Typing . 
KOsmOs ■ Languoga Tutdra 

The French MisHesS 

TMe German Master ..^i^ u.-^^. 

TheSpanis-H Tutor ,,,,,,„,,„„... 

Thr- lf,iili,^r- Tuloi 



..- on 

27 75 
27 75 
27 75 
2?.75 
£7 75 
27 75 

19 95 
19 95 

16 75 
1675 

16,75 
^6 75 



EDUCATIONAL & FUN! 



Anim^, Muneral. Vegeladile 

WofldWiso 

Personal Erceflonce PacX ,.. 



Ves Chancellor' 

Counldown ti> [>D«n . 

Reliurn 10 Doom 

Phliosophefs Qii^l , 

Acheton 

KmdoncJ HamB 

Galntkrilpr 



... It 70 

.. 25 95 

975 

9.7S 

,..,.12.75 
,.-975 

9.75 

975 

. 14 50 



Heainrow Tradit Control t5-75 

Slr*ie Force Harrow 14.75 

Guild Ol Thieves „ 19.75 

Liwng Oaylighis ,..; ; 1155 

Foo(t)3ii Fortunes """■ 



Bounder 

CJKHCtifiSsell Ihe strong! one - 

Cyrus II Chess Great graphics , 
Colosuss iV Chess - Very Sifong 

Batman , . . . . 

The Pawn 

Scrabble ..., „„..„, 

Tiivnai Pxjrsujil ^._„..,^._ 

ACE Fiighrl StttlulalOf ., „..-, 

Tomaiiawii ,.„,,. -. 

Starglider „ „„_ 

Head Over Heois .-.-.............^...., 

Jewels oi OaAness 

Hi[ct>d<.Gr'$Guttte Eoi^aia^iy 

Lffalfner Godctesses ol Phdtejs. 



, 12-95 

.13.05 

. 13.75 

„ f3.75 

T3 75 

,., 11,75 

..,. ^5.75 

.,.15.75 

....IS.95 

,„14 75 

.^.U.75 

.„. tB 75 

.... l2.Sf> 

t5.95 

. 15.75 

IB 75 



ff you see anything we s&il being sold cheaper eisewhere phone us before you buy - Pnces etc subject to availability. Prices mctude VAT 

Postage i$ tree - there is nothing more to addf 

Telephone lines open 9am 7pm MON-WED 9am - 5pm FRIDAY 9am - 1pm SAT 

WEST OF BRITAIN BUSINESS SERVICES DEPT 87, 

CAPEL TOBI, FFAIRFACH, LLANDEILO, DYFED. SA19 6PR 

Cheques / P.O.S payable to "W.B.B.S." Tel: (0558) 823782 




BE ADVENTUROUS 

For all budding Douglas Adamses: Pat Winstanley offers some D!Y tips 



Before anything else you must make a back up of the 
original disc as you will probably be altering some of 
the files to suit your machine and you would be well 
advised to find an alternative to the supplied text editor as it 
Is very basic, with none of the cut and paste or block move 
facilities essential for efficient working. Your best bet is 
probably to use LocoScript to prepare your files and make 
ASCII versions of them. 

Assuming you need to use the Editor it must be Installed 
for your machine. Gilsoft give full instructions on how to do 
this -the final settings are on page 54 of the 'Introduction'. 
Next you will need to repeat the operation for the Interpreter, 
The settings for this are given overleaf. If you later find that 
your screen display is wrong you have probably either 
mistyped the settings or not saved the corrections properly 
back to your working disc. 

The Editor, whether you are using the program provided 
or preferably your own alternative, is used to enter (he 
information required by the adventure in text form. This 
information is entered in clearly defined and numbered 
sections to create a database which will be compiled by the 
Compiler into machine code and saved as a new file. The 
machine code file is then acted on by the Interpreter which 
takes the game data and presents it on screen, handling all 
the driving operations which make the game run. 

Source of the file 

Load the file "START.SCE" Into your editor and make a hard 
copy of it for reference. The Start file can be compiled and 
interpreted but nothing much will happen as it consists of 
only the most basic information common to all adventures. 

As your adventure grows you will find that holding all the 
information in a single source file can become very unwieldy. 
With this in mind, split the "STARTSCE" file into its 
component parts, adding at the end of each section a link 
line such as 7LNK nextfile" where nextfile' is the name 
given to the file containing the next section. A reasonable 
split of the files is given in the box overleaf. 

Splitting the source files in this way makes manipulation 
simple and ensures that sections not affected by changes as 
you work are in no danger of being altered accidentally as 
they are not in RAM at the time, but safely stored out of 
harm's way. 

The source files contain two different types of 
information. Sections /STX, /IvITX. /OTX and /LTX contain 
text to be written to the screen during play. [Don't worry 
about formatting on screen as the Interpreter takes care of 
this for you automatically). The other sections (/CTL. /VOC, 
/CON, /OBJ and /PRO) are rather different as they hold 
information which is hidden during play but is used by the 
Interpreter to control what is happening to the player and his 
surroundings. Some sections also need corresponding 
entries in other sections for instance each entry in /LTX must 
be coupled with an entry in /CON even if the latter Is empty, 
being simply a line number. If you miss one or the other out 
an error wiif be thrown up during compiling. 

Details, details 

Sections /LTX and /CON contain the information required to 
allow the player to move around. Each /CON entry relates to 
the location o( the same number and lists (each on a new 



Gilsoft's Personal Adventure Writer is a programming system whicti 
lets you write your own adventures. But before you go and write 
your own version of Hitch Hikers' Guide to the Galaxy or The Pawn, 
here's a few tips to save you time, trouble and energy. 



line) the possible exits from the location given by the 
direction word and the location to be moved to. Connections 
should be entered even if the player will initially not be able 
to move, conditional exits being dealt with in the process 
tables. 

Two sections are available for messages, /STX and 
/MTX. the former already having some 
standard entries used by PAW with the 
rest free for your own use. Initially 
/MTX has some text in message 
which can be deleted as soon as 
you wish, as it's of no use to you. 
If you want to be really devious 
you can also borrow unused 
/OTX entries as extra 
messages. Rather than 
simply filling these sections 
up haphazardly it makes 
sense to use /STX for 
your own 'system' 
messages, those whicf' 
can apply in more 
than one situation 
during play. Keep 
the /MTX section 
for one-off text 
which relates to 
single objects 
or situations. 
Separating 
messages 
like this 
makes 




Skeleton source 



Load the file "START.SCE" then build It up to 
maximum size by aMmq empty entries to 
their allowed limit in all sections eiccept the 
process and vooabulary tables. T^ien save 
this new file as "SKELETON .SCE", compile II 
to check everything is correct, and use it later 
as an empty database in which you can Insert 
the data for your game. 



Having a ready made skeleton saves you 
repeating tedious exercises (such as all the 
null' entries in the ','OBJ' section) (or each 
adventure you write, it also ensures that you 
don't exceed \\k maximum number of 
permitted entries in any section and that each 
location has a connection entry arKi each 
object text an object definition. 
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L A DlY adveniure set in a mythical magaJine [Wtdishers 



Comments 
please 

ThroughoLil yout source files iis« 
a Ibsfal peppeiing of camtnanl 
lines (is. text toilowmg a semi- 
colcnj, Ifsatnajing how naUM/ 
ycu can forgel the purpose of 
dil(«ent enliies, and how much 
lime can IM saved l)y full 
documentation. il mighl be a 
daie to type oomments In t>ul il 
you really want lo wnle a 
saleable adventure you can'i 
lake stiort cuts and M rewards 
are waB wonh ttie effort involved. 



Protextations 

II you are using Pralejl you will 
find that system message 33 
causes a printout protKem as ihe 
">" character is used l)y Protexl 
lo indicate stared commands 
vri^en at the beginning of a line. 
Simply insert a space before it In 
ihe tex! at<d the problem is 
sotved. 



32 8000 PLUS 



debugging a lot simpler. 

Objects are defined in two ways. Textual descriptloris are 
entered in /OTX while the various attributes of the object are 
entered at the corresponding number in /OBJ. Each entry in 
one section must have a corresponding entry in the other 
and in the case of /OBJ the entry must be filled with the 
underline ctiaracter if nothing else is required. Any object 
which can be used as a container must have a location of 
the same number associated with it. This location is used as 
the inside of the container and should not be also used as a 
real' place in the game. Careful forward planning is needed 
to avoid confusion during development. Try to decide at the 
start how many containers ^ou will have (remembering 
things like ponds, cupboards etc. as well as suitcases and 
buckets) and arrange the numbering of locations and objects 
so that the minimum number of each are used. Every entry 
in the source files, even if it isn't actually used, takes 
memory in the final game. And remember that although 
unused entries can be deleted later, all numbehng must be 
consecutive so you can't leave gaps in the source files, only 
truncate them. 

It pays to increase your word power 

Vocabulary is likely to cause one of the biggest headaches 
unless you keep things simple to begin with. In the manuals 
you will come across the expression 'conversion nouns' 
which can be rather confusing. It relates to those words 
which can be used with the same spelling as either nouns or 
verbs. Thus if you had a pot of paint, a paintbrush and a 
painting in your adventure the player's commands might 
include something like "Paint the painting with the 
paintbrush". Remembering that PAW recognises only the 
first five letters of a word this command contains the verb 
"paint ". first noun "paint" and second noun "paint". To accom- 
modate situations like this, nouns in /VOC with numbers less 
than 20 will be treated by PAW as either verbs or nouns 
depending upon the context. These are conversion nouns. 

Until you become accustomed to the workings of the 
parser it's best to stick as far as possible to just nouns and 
verbs. Wait until you've had some practice before tackling 
other parts of speech. Remember too that many players like 
myself who have been brought up on the old verb/noun only 
games tend to play even complex adventures in this way 
and expect commands such as "Put eggs basket" to work. It 
you have arranged for the required input to be "Carefully put 
the fragile eggs inside the shopping basket" you will end up 
with many frustrated not to say enraged players. Only when 
confusion could occur such as the availability of both a 
shopping basket and a picnic basket should you force the 
player to specify exactly what is wanted. 



In the process 

One of the most confusing aspects of process tables for the 
beginner is where to put different enthes. The main thing is 
to use common sense and the flowcharts provided by Gilsoft 
but as these can be a little confusing until you grasp the 
overall picture here are a few pointers. 

The response table /PRO is checked first and normally 
contains entries which depend largely on the command 
typed by the player. 
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Table /PRO 1 is only checked after the player has made 
a move and is normally used to make adjustments to the 
location description. Thus a location with a brick wall and a 
pile of dynamite could have two messages associated with it 
to be printed after the main description, one to be used 
when the player first enters and the second after a match 
has been lit in the location to show a heap of rubble and 
smoke instead of the wall! /PRO 1 is also used to show 
objects present. 

Table /PRO 2 is generally used to check whether actions 
performed in /PRO and /PRO 1 have resulted in other 
changes in the state of play and perhaps tell the player so. 
For instance it could check for the rising level of water where 
the player is stranded and whether it is time to drown. 

Other process tables can be created which can be called 
as subroutines from the main tables or each other. These 
can be rather confusing at first so try practising by creating a 
different table for each verb which will be called from /PRO 
0. Once you have these working satisfactorily you can move 
onto more complex applications such as speech with 
characters in the game. 



Vital statistics 


Interpreter Settirvgs 






Columns 


is set to 90 




Lirres 


is set to 32 




Timeout 


is set to 5481 




Clear Screen 


issettDtB451B48 | 


Pause 


Is set to 35 




Soiircefllespm 






Rlename 


Sections 
Included 


Link line 


■'ADVEKT.SCE" 


/CTUWC 


/LNK system 


"SYSTEM.SCE" 


fSTX 


'LNK messages 


'■MESSAGES.SCE" 


/WTX 


urn objtxl 


"OBJTXT.SCE" 


/OTX 


/LNK locatio 


■'L0CAT10N.SCE" 


/LTX 


/LNK connect 


"CONNECT.SCE" 


/CON 


/LNKobjde 


"OBJDEF.SCE" 


/OBJ 


/LNK response 


■■RESPONSE.SCE" 


/PROO 


/LNK process 


■■PROCESS.SCE" 


/PR0 1, /PRO 2 



Amstrad Training - £29.95! 




With so many organisations trying to sell you 

troining courses, you need to be selective. And if price is 

important too, the choice is simple - you need Reel-Time. 

No other training course can offer: perstmul tuition; 
disk-based tutorials; a full set of course notes on disk; and 
a wealth of practical extras, all for just £29.95+vat. 

Best of all, your Reel-Time course is delivered to you 
pre-recorded on audio-cassette and disk. The whole 
course is yours to run on your own computer, at your own 
pace, and repeat whenever you like. 



Amstrad PC {1512 & 

1640); • IllM/Compars (PC/XT/ AT); 

• SuperCalc (for 3 & 4); • dllase II; 

■ WcirrtSlarG. ^) • Desktop Publishing; 
reHSEERa' Amslrad PCVV 9512 [& 
Locoscripl 2); • l-ocostripl (PCW 8256); 

• The PCW Computer {for8256/8512); 

• SuperCalc 2; • dBase It; • WordSlar 
Professional (3.3); NcwWord 2. 



Call today - Learn tomorrow! 



Head-Line Communication Limited 
P O BOX 22, HEREFORD, HR4 8UW 
(Orders/enqs) Tel: (0602) 603623. 

DEALER E1N< 



Ask for a full list of our 

courses for IBM/Amstrad 

computers and software. 

WELCOIVIE 



SOFTWARE 



FOR THE SMALL BUSINESS 



▲ CARD-INDEX 



£34.95 Incl. VAT 



Re-Creates a Card-Index System On Vour Computer 

Extensive Search and Sort Facilities 

Wide Range ol Priming Formals 

Unlimited Applications From a Singie Program 

Ideai For Maiiing Labels 

A SIMPLE ACCOUNTS t49 95 Incl. VAT 

Book -Keeping Made Easy For The Small Business 

Conipiete Record ot Sales and Purchases 

Comprehensive Range of Primed Reports 

Latesl Update on Creditors and Debtors 

Fuii information lor Vat Returns 

▲ JOB ESTIMATING £79.90 Incl. VAT 

Calculates and Prints Estimates and Quotations 

Performs Ail Anttimelicai Caicufations 

Gives You Fuil Control Over Selling Pnces 

Maintains Your Latest Cost To Complete 

Reports Your Profit 

A PRODUCT COSTING £79.90 Incl VAT 

Maintains and Reports Your Manutacturing Costs 

Reliects An/ Changes in Component Prices 

Automatic Update of Production Costs 

Records Your Latest Selling Prices 

Reports Your Prolit 




E3 



ALL OUR PROGRAMS INCLUDE 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS AND 

INDEFINITE FREE SUPPORT 




Contact Us Now For A Free Information Pack 



CORNIX SOFTWARE LTD 

Spirelta Building, Bridge Road, Lelchworth, Herts. SG6 4ET 
Telephone: Letcltworth (0462) 682969 




3'DISKS 



Arasoft CF2 per 10 £22.95 

Amsoft CF2 per 5 £11.95 

Msiwell CF2 per 10 £21 .95 

Haiweli CF2 per 5 £1 1 .49 

Map Inl Aaajunis £104 99 

Saga Super Comtu CISI^ 

Saga Accounts Plus eio<.99 

Sage Combo (payroll) £104.99 

Saja Papular Aooounla £74.95 

Saja Payroll £54 59 

Aitvancsd Money Manager £22.95 
Ady Mcney Majiager Plus £29.79 



T ■'ri^f Oj wW.fc 



K^ yfi i"^ 



INTERNATIONiffi 



DATABASE 1 


Mulerfile 6000 


. E39M> 
..£22.95 
..£44 59 
..£74 24 
..£BS95 


Omatiese man. (At Last) 

Cftxton Cartlxix ,,. . ... 


Delta 1 25 


dBase II 


Plan ll 


..£1995 
..£29.95 


Amsoft U>CGmflil 


Datalliw/MalAow III 

FleiilabBi 


..£39.96 
..£27.95 



SPREADSHEET 



Supercalc 2 £39.96 

CracKer 2 with graph £^.20 

Sage Chrt Chai Combo £79 20 

Sage Chit Chat Email £55.99 

Sage Chii Chat VData £55 M 

Mrade WS4000 modem £179 40 

Pace Ltnrwt modem £147.95 



WORD PROCESSING 



Armor Protem £47.95 

Armor Pocket Protexl £34.95 

Mini Ottlce Prefessional ..... £24.95 

Newword 2 £59.80 

Tssword 8000 £1B.% 

Amor Prospell £22,95 

Amsafi Locospell £29.95 

Taspell BOOO £12.85 

Supertype 8000 £18.49 

TasptlnlBOOO £11 95 

Loeoscrlpl 2 £19.49 



GRAPHICS 1 


DR Draw 


...£39 00 




C39.00 
. £64 40 
£T0e56 
.. C49.35 
...£37.95 
„. E23.95 




E. Studio rrous« 


Newsdssh IniEpmatJonBl 


Desktop Pub. + mou&a 

Slop Press + Mpi^se 

Masterscan'Painl ... . 


...C67.&6 

.,1:71.95 

rfi4<lS 





BOOKS \ 


Ths Amstrad CP/M pkis 


..£1295 


Inl Ants. CP/M Asssmbty Lsi. 


..£9 95 


Praclicai Amstrad Vilfxaomi 


£7.95 




,. £8.95 


Proaram your PCW 2nd Ed . . 


..£8.95 


Uastsiing tfw Amstrad PCW .. 


..[8 95 


dBaee 11 First Time User 


£16.95 


Locoscript II 


£9.50 




^^^^^^fl 



RIBBONS 



PCW Ribbons Wa* fabric £3.96 

PCW Ribbons Wac* carbon E5 50 

PCW Ribbons coloured £4 95 

Ke«p the dust al bay wttli 

tills cotton piped PVC set at 

the low price of 

£9.95 



RUGBY MICRO SPARES 

36a ABBEY STREET 
RUGBY WARWICKSHIRE 
ENGLAND CV21 3LH 




0788 69344 



TELEX NO. 312242 MIDTLX G 



We ac;cept Official Purchase Orders from Government arxl Educational Establishments. 
All discs usually dispatched SAME DAY by 4pm, Race your order using your Credit Card 
Piices and Delivery subject to availability. All prices Inc. VAT and Delivery 
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REI%IRS 



OPERATION PCW 

When the chips are down - Sharon Bradley looks at PCW repairs 



The Amstrad PCW is a very trustworthy machine. Dealers 
go to great lengths to explain to you that each machine has 
been rigorously tested before being released onto the 
market, and. once it has left their hands, they don't expect 
to see it again for another two to three years, if then. The 
various problems that do occur, however, have a certain 
inevitable quality about them - the effects of wear and 
tear". Consequently, very little can be done to avoid them - 
no matter how much care you lavish on your machine. It's 



the moving parts within the machine that are likely to go 
first of all: they simply get worn out. Still, the good news is, 
that none of the faults that develop as a result of general 
use are really irreparable. Even allowing for a certain 
degree of commercial oneupmanship in the field of 
Amstrad maintenance, none of the repair companies we 
spoke to would admit to ever having faced defeat in their 
careers as PCW surgeons. 



DIY note 1 

Keys sttdting? You can try 
overhauling your own keyboad. 
A tipoff describing luw to do Itils 
appeared in ihe SefAarrbsi 
1987 BOW Plus (issue 12). 



DIY note 2 

Behira repladng ynur printer, 
ctiedi it's nol |ust dirty hgads. 
Printer tieads can be cleaned by 
removing Ihe ribbon and priming 
random lexl over a sheel of 
paper wiiti siTfies ol WD40 on it. 



What are the problems that beset the PCW? Disc 
drive replacements are, by far, the most common 
repairs that are carried out. Disc drive 
malfunctions can be caused by one ot two things: the effect 
of general wear and tear or rough handling. The moving 
parts of any machine tend to deteriorate the fastest and the 
disc drive motors are unfortunately no exception. Nothing 
you can do will stop them from pegging out. But you 
certainly won't be helping matters if you insert discs roughly, 
or switch on or off your machine with a disc or discs still in 
the drive. These malfunctions are also fairly unmistai<abie: 
physically inserting the disc won't be a problem, but as the 
machine won't be able to read the disc, nothing will appear 
on the screen. A total absence of that by now, vaguely 
reassuring clunk and whirr, normally attendant on any disc 
operation, will signal the final death knell of your disc drive. 
Unfortunately, a disc drive exchange is also one of the most 
expensive repairs that can be carried out on the PCW, 
costing somewhere in the region of E80.00 inclusive of VAT. 

Another very common repair is caused by forgetting to 
turn the machine off before plugging an interface into the 
expansion port on the back of the monitor. There's nothing 
more guaranteed to effectively kill off your machine, because 
what it does is to blast through the Z80, the main processor 
chip inside the machine. 'Vou'll probably kick yourself if it 
happens to you, but it really is easy to do (not that it could 
ever happen to anyone in 8000 Plus, of course, oh no). 

Plugging in an interface when the machine is switched 
on, will manifest itself in a screen which whines when the 
PCW is switched on but doesn't go white or green as usual. 
The PCW is completely out of service and it'll take in the 
region of £40.00 to put right. The Z80 itself is only a couple 
of pounds to replace, but most repair companies have a 



Three in one 



The Amstrad PCW, as we all know, is a fully 
Integrated word prtKessor and personal 
comfKJter. So when yoo buy a PCW, you gel a 
monitor, a printer and a keyboard. (With other 
computers the printer is an optional extra - 
with Ihe IBM PC, even the keyboard is an 
optional eictra!) But what happens II one ol 
these peripherals (develops what is ultimately 
en In^parable fault? Amstrad make it quite 
clear that buying just a keyboard, or jusla 
printer is totally cut ot the question. It would 



appear to be an all or nothing situation. Do 
you really have to buy a complete new 
system? Weil, Ihe good news is that real 
computer repair shops will usually be able lo 
get hold of a replacement peripheral through 
Amstrad, who. In turrt, receive them from CPC 
In Preston, Lancashire, dealers in out-ot- 
warranty parts. CPC don't supply individuals, 
only dealers, so please don't phone them and 
say 8000 sent you I 



34 8000 PLUS 



standard labour charge of £30.00 plus VAT, plus the price of 
the replacement part. It might, at this point, be worthwhile 
reiterating that whatever you're plugging in to the PCW, 
whether it's a printer, keyboard or anything, do it when the 
machine is switched off! 

Key worries 

Repair companies say that, on the whole, they rarely have to 
contend with keyboard problems. However, Software Plus, 
here in Bath {who handle the frequent 8000 Plus repairs 
incidentally) say that the keyboards they doctor have nearly 
all reached quite an advanced state of coffee man nation. 
Indeed, the most common threat that keyboards tend to face 
is essentially a liquid one. Should the unmentionable happen 
to you. try resting the keyboard upside down for a little while 
and letting the moisture drain out. Alternatively, get one of 
these new protective film covers for the keyboard before the 
event is likely to occur. 

The keyboard takes more of a bashing in the course ol 
its daily existence than any other of the PCW peripherals - 
particulariy if you're something of a heavy-handed typist, not 
to mention an avid games freak. This world-weariness will 
manifest itself in the gradual erosion of the lettering on the 
keycaps and, less frequently, in the springs softening under 
the keys (they rarely peg out completely). The first of these 
conditions can be avoided by investing in one of the covers 
we've just mentioned, and the second, by minimising the 
sledge-hammer technique. If you use your PCW for playing 
games, then Software Plus, for one, would advise you to get 
a joystick, where appropriate, and use that in preference to 
the keyboard. Learning to touch type rather than tapping 
with two fingers will extend your keys' life considerably. 

If the springs underneath the keys do start to suffer - 
long term PCW users will recognise the spongy key 
syndrome - then all is not lost: they can be replaced, 
although this may turn out to be quite expensive by the time 
you've taken into account the standard labour charge plus 
the cost of the replacement keys (£2.50 each). 

Blue prints 

Printers do generally tend to be quite problematic 
peripherals on the whole, report various companies like 
Aeon Repairs Computer House (from Wirral) and SWM 
Associates of Stoke-on-Trent. Again, most of the things that 
do go wrong are inevitable - like the printer heads wearing 
out. It is among one of the most expensive repairs as well, 
setting you back a good £90.00. Similariy, with the 8000 
series printers, continually swapping the types of stationery 



- 




you use will dislodge the little white cogs in the printer motor, 
and they're extremely tricky to put right. Often the platen 
roller becomes smooth with the passage of time which 
means any tendency that the paper has to slide will not be 
controlled as it is fed Into the printer. Bear in mind, as well, 
that these printers are intrinsically delicate peripherals and 
shunting them around roughly from pillar to post is not a 
good policy: this is a very good way to damage the printer 
circuit boards. 

One thing that has consistently emerged from the repair 
companies we spoke to is the special problems they 
encounter in the PCW 9512 daisy-wheel printer. Most of 
which, they say, are the result of the design. Many dealers 
said they have been made on too much of a shoe-string 
budget and consequently are unable to match the expected 
tolerance levels. This is reflected in both the materials and 
the engineering techniques that have been used. Funnily 
enough, Aeon Repairs have noticed a definite upward trend 
in PCW 951 2 phnter problems when the weather starts to 
get that little bit warmer. In sympathy with its users, it seems 
that during long, balmy, summer days the printer lapses into 
a state of lethargy and just won't respond under any 
circumstances. A lack in the number of heat reduction ports 
seems to be to blame, say Aeon, because the chips simply 
get overheated. 

Doctors in the house? 

Most of the companies we spoke to operate on a system of 
maintenance contracts usually lasting up to one full year - 
you pay your year's fee and anything that goes wrong will be 
repaired, free, on site if you're not too far away. That's not to 
say however that they will ignore cries for help from PCW 
owners who haven't necessarily had the foresight to arrange 
repair contingency plans, (If you're particularly accident 



prone you might like to bear it in mind.) All it means is that 
those who have, will benefit from more advantageous repair 
costs. 

Dictaphone, for example {see Directory) who handle 
many thousands of machines, work predominantly on this 
system of service contracts and will carry out these repairs 
on-site, if necessary. Keith Halliday of Dictaphone told us 
that these contracts will cover all other costs. A one-year 
maintenance contract, with Dictaphone, will cost £36,00 for 
a PCW 8256 and £48.00 for an 851 2. These prices apply to 
machines that are still under warranty. If the warranty has 
expired (they last a year) then the contract costs, 
respectively. £48.00 and £60.00. Dictaphone will not turn 
their back on n on -contract customers, however, and they will 
carry out ad hoc repairs in situ. They will charge, however, 
£9.50 per call-out. and £23.00 an hour to cover labour and 
travelling costs. 

They would also like to make it quite clear that they're as 



DIY note 3 

I! some pans of itw prirrf head 
don'i appear \a be striking - laits 
on Isners like g and pare 
disappearing, lor examfSe - you 

can liy reassembling the printer 
head pins. A i^ m how to io 
iti«s appears in issue 1 7 of BOOO 
Plus. February 68. 



I 




Banks for the memory 



Suddert electricity surges and shoddy 
soldering are the two chief culprits when It 
comes to memory failure. Symptoms of this 
might be documents getting inexplicably 
Iryncaled while you're working on them. 
(Check you haven't {ust selected the wrons 
command on your word processor though). 
Ttiere's nothing you can do to prevent a 
memory fault developing, but the good news 
is that such problems aren't really all that 
frequent. Memory chips themselves are cheap 



(£2.50 each), but rebuilding the memory 
cor^stitules replacing these chips on the main 
circuit board - 3 rather fiddly operation to gel 
just so, requiring a steady hand and an 
inordinate amount of patience. 

Unsurprisingly, this is also a very 
expensive repair, although how much you pay 
depends largely on the severity of the 
damagsi On average, you can expect to lori< 
out something like £75.00 and ttiat is 
exclusive of VAT. 
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Word Processing 

PROTEXT FILER - New Release! E24.95 

This invaluable program will keep your address lists or other datafiles in 
good order. Includes; datafile management from within Protext; 
extremely flexible file sorting program; ialjel printing and mailmerging 
using the datafiles. Send SAE for full detatts. 

PROTEXT OFFICE - New Release! £34.95 

Invoice printing program as used by Arnor. Easily configurable for your 
own requirements. Works from w/ithin Protext. Produces invoices/credit 
notes/delivery notes/statements. Includes PfOtext RIer. Send SAE for 
full details, 

PROTEXT Word Processor £59.95 

Pretext is now firmly established as the alternative to Locoscfipt. 
All the features you would expect from a good word processor - many 
text editing commands, print commands, spell checking and mail- 
merging. The refinement and thought that has been put into the 
program - logical keystrokes and commands, clear layout, speed and 
power ... all go towards making Protext Ideal for the novice or the 
experienced user, 

* On-screen help * Typewriter mode * Insert or overwrite typing mode * 

* Word count • Undelete feature * Move/copy/delete/print blocks of text 

* Box manipulation * Configuration * Persona! dictionaries • 

* Exec files * Two file editing * Keyboard macros * RIe conversion * 

* Comprehensive Find & Replace • Foreign languages and accents * 

* Program editing mode * Proportional printing, right justified * 

* Conditional priming and loop constructs • Print any number of copies 

* Works with any printer •Calculator * Print labels * 

* Use the maths/string functions to produce personalised invoices etc * 
New version 2.2 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 " Enhanced spelling checker - larger 
dictionaries, dictionary on drive M or on program disc • 

* Many improvements based on customer feedback * 
(Upgrade from earlier versions £20.00, please return original disc) 

"Protext deserves to be the system by which all other word 
processors are judged ... a superb product." vour computer 
"The ff-eat strength of this package is its ease of use" cwta 
"Protext is the solution to all Locoscript's drawbacks" pcw 
"Makes Locoscript look like a snail" eooo plus 
"Simply the best word processing pro-am to date for the PCW... 
Locoscript is effectively dead" puttinq youh amstfwoto work 

PROSPELL Spelling Checker £29.95 

Typing and spelling errors are simple to make and frustrating to miss. 
But by using Prospell, you can produce documents that are error-free. 
Prospell is an automatic spelling checker that points out any odd words 
or dubious spellings. 

* Works with Locoscript 1 and 2, WordStar or any ASCII file * 

* 33000 words * room for thousands more * up to 2000 words/min * 

* Rnd words and anagrams - Ideal for crosswords * 
New version 4.1 

* Compatible with PCW 9512 * Dictionary on any disc/drive incl. M * 
(Upgrade from earlier versions £15.00, please return original disc) 

"Anyone looking for a spelling checker need look no further" au 
POCKET PROTEXT new low price! £29.95 

Budget price version of Protext without spelling checker, mail merge 
and box mode. Now compatible with PCW9512. 

"Just as powerful as thefidl Protext and at a very attractive price" 
aoooPLus 



CP/M 



Programming 



BCPL new low price! £24.95 

Rexible, fast, general purpose programming language. Extensive set of 
I/O libraries including access to CP/lwl routines. Example source files 
supplied, Including full screen editor and all the libraries. 60 page 
manual covers the language and gives details of the libraries. 

"Easy to use, yet both flexible and powerful" cwta 

"Amor's clear, concise manual will have you programming 
confidently very rapidly" AMSTPwoAcrtoN 

C £49.95 

Complete C development system now available at new low price 

- Optimising compiler - Full implementation of K&R standard - 

- Floating point arithmetic - 32 and 16 bit Integer arithmetic - 

* ifO and maths libraries - Conditional compilation - RIe Inclusion - 

- Macros - Linker accepts C and assembler {with Maxam II) 

- Stand alone generator produces COM files 

* Protext compatible editor: * - Fast and easy to use - Two file editing - 

* On screen heip - Fully configurable - Powerful find and replace - 

- Keyboard macros - Exec files - Compile directly from editor - 

"Streets ahead in terms of programming power" amstrad action 
"In typical Amor fashion, they've taken their time 
an d got it righ t " amstrad computer user 

MAXAM II £49.95 

Complete CP/M machine code development system at new tow price 

* li/lacro assembler * nested conditional assembly * file inclusion • 

* textual substitution of macro parameters * repeat loops * 

* Full expression evaluation * Error listing to screen/file/printer * 

* 8080 mode * Linking facility * Create object files for use with C ■ 
Window based monitor, with: 

* line assembler * disassembler * memory editor * find string * relocate 

* move memory * compare memory " fill memory * bank switching • 

* symbolic debugger * single stepping * set memory limits for stepping 

* stack checking * conditional breakpoints * trace mode * edit registers 

* Editor is program mode of Protext (as for C, above) • 

"Maxam II - now the best gets even better" cwta cpc 

"Maxam II is stunning ... the most complete and competent 
pro^amming package around. Simple, speedy and sophisticated 

AMSTRAD ACTION 

Special Offer: 

Buy one of Maxam II or C for £49.95, and the other can be yours for jus 
£20. Remember that Maxam II and C can be used together to produce 
hybrid C/assembler programs. 



SUMMARY OF PRICES: 




Maxam II £49.95 


Protext 


£59,95 


C £49.95 


Pocket Protext 


£29,95 


Maxam 11 and C £69.95 


Protext RIer 


£24.95 


BCPL £24.95 


Protext Office 


£34.95 


Prowon (German Protext) £59.95 


Protext Tutorial disc 


£5.00 


Protext (Atari ST) £79.95 


Prospell 


£29.95 


Protext (IBM PC eompailbiBs) £59.95 



All programs work on Amstrad PCW8256/851 2, PCW9512, CPC6128 
Orders normally despatched on the same day they are received. 
Please mention this magazine when ordering. 



Refeasing your Amstrsd's potent/at ... 



i/H\M. 



Arnor, Protext Nouse, ^a/nmsr} Road. Peterborough, PE2 OBU 

All prices Include VAT. postage and packing. 24 hour AccessMsa. (0733J 2390ff PflOHe NOV^ 



eager to help the individual PCW enthusiast as well as 
larger corporations. Anyone PCW-dependent - small 
businesses, novel writers or whatever - ought to consider it. 

SWM Associates handle the full range of IBM and 
Amstrad computer repairs. Not surprisingly, therefore, they 
prefer to help bigger companies who have a reasonably 
large number of machines on their premises, rather than the 
individual, home computer buff. They, too, operate on a 
maintenance contract system, charging 10% of the 
machines' purchase price for one year's contract. Steve 
l^ansfield, the man behind SV<JM Associates, told us that 
what they aim to do is to keep very close records of a 
company's machines and their various setups. Should 
anything go wrong with one of the machines, they'll send out 
a replacement machine until it's repaired and cut down on 
overall downtime' {essentia! PCW jargon, this). Of course, if 
Itie machine in question is still under tfie/'r warranty, then 
they will simply replace it anyway. 

Included in the year's service contract, are regular six- 
monthly visits during which a series of simple, precautionary 
diagnostic tests are carried out on the machines. This simply 
involves inserting a disc and typing in GO. This tests out 
every component in the machine, so that any problems that 
may be spotted can be nipped in the bud. Printers, which 
are notorious passive dust collectors, are also invigorated 
during these visits simply by squirting compressed air into 
various orifices. 



Balance of power 

JSD Seawave Services from Taunton, meanwhile, help 
PCW owners who have problems with their power supplies. 
If your electricity supply is repeatedly getting cut oft, this will 
spell disaster tor painstakingly compiled databases, for 
example. This company specialises, therefore, in setting up 
back-up power supplies. For the PCW 8256, an 
uninterruptable back-up supply will cost somewhere in the 
region of £230.00. Being so expensive, there isn't really a 
very large market for them, But if you frequently run the risk 
of losing precious data or harbouring corrupted discs in your 
box, you may well feel lil<e bearing this particular solution in 
mind. In addition to this, if you're thinking of taking to the 
highways with your PCW and will need to be running it on 
the hoof {for the purpose of on-the-spot invoicing, tor 
example) JSD Seawave Services supply the inverters which 
will make running the machine on a 12 volt system possible. 
Repair companies nearly always have a standard labour 
charge, which Is £30.00 plus VAT for any repairs that they 
carry out outside a maintenance contract situation. They will 
charge for the cost of the part to be replaced on top of that, 
so it's not that cheap. But, like we said before, it isn't that 
common for things to go wrong and when they do it probably 
won't be your fault anyway. The bottom line is, provided you 
treat your machine with respect and use your common 
sense, your PCW will reward you with years of faithful 
service. 
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DIY note 4 

tl your printer ptaten la getting 
ahiny snd paper seems to be 
slipping as It's led tli rough, Iry 
wiptng It with a cloth 
dvnpened with meths. A tot of 
black gunge will come oft and 
atter a few wipes your platen 
should be back to its gripping, 
mbbary self. 



Directory 



This is a list of companies which do Amstrad PCW repairs regardless 
of where you bought the machine in the first place. If your PCW is still 
under guarantee, then, of course, you'd be better off taking it back to 
the dealer you bought it from. It will take that much longer however. 
You can get new parts by mail order but this will involve getting the old 



part replaced - ie. removing the old disc drive yourself, sending it to 
the dealer, and fitting the new one when it arrives. You can't get new 
parts, for example a printer, without sending the old back (though you 
can buy extra drives). Repair costs don't usually tend to vary too much 
from company to company. 



Aeon Computer House: 46 Christchurch 
Road, Oxton, Birkenhead, Wirral 
Te!: 051 652 9196/7 

ACC Computer Services, Water Street, 

Abergele, Clwyd 

Tel; 0745 826234/825082 

Cada Systen) Support Services: 253 Green 

Street, Enfield, Middlesex 

Tel: 01 804 8440/01 803 3880/0856 506466 

Circuit Surgery: 4 The Parade, Mead Place, 
W. Cfoyden, Surrey 
Tel: 01 860 0705 

Comsott: Coldstream Computer Centre, 48 
Ouke Street, Coldstreann, Berwickstiire 
Tel: 0890 2979 

Comtec Systems: 583 Wellingborough 
Road, Northampton 
Tel; 0604 24463/21763 

Danum Computer Systems: (From 1.6.88) 
Eltech Services Group, Campus Road, 
Lister Hills Science Park, Bradford 
Tel; 0274 722512 

Dictaphone: Regents Square House, The 
Parade, Leamington Spa 
Tel: 0926 2914 



Dimension Computers Ltd: 27/29 High 

Street. Leicester 

Tel: 0533 517479/21874 

GSA Computer Repairs; 57 Winchester 
Way, Scawsby, Doncaster 
Tel: 0302 783527 

HardSoft International: la The Square, 
Sawbridge worth, Herts 
Tel; 0279 726488,'406 

MicroSnips: 37 Seaview Road, Wallasey, 

Merseyside 

Tel: 051 630 3013 

Microtech: Fountain Street, off Bolton 

Road, Bury, Lanes 
Tel: 061 797 6419 

Roma Electronics: 7B Brook Lane, 
Warsash, Southampton 
Tet; 04895 84905 

RSC Ltd: 75 Queens Road, Watford 
Tel: 0923 243301 

Screen Scene: SI. Georges Road, 

Cheltenham. 

Tel; 0242 528979 



Software Plus: Grecnpark Station, Bath 
Tel; 0225 448855 

Suredata Repairs: Dept YA, Unit 6, Stanley 
House, Stanley Ave, Wembley, Middx 
Tel: 01 902 5218 



SWM Associates; 
Stoke-on-Trent 
Tel; 05386 635 



Riverside Waterhouses, 



4th Party l\Aaintenance Company; Spa 
House, 52 Richmond Hill, Richmond 
Tel: 01 744 2122 

PCW Power Suppty Problems 

JSD Seawave Services: 8 Fouracres Close, 

Taunton 

Tel: 0823 271614 



Ribbon Reink'mg 

Aladdlnk: Dept AW, 4 Hurbur Crescent, 

Eyemouth, Berwicks 

Tel: 0S907 50965 

Caspell Computer Services, 

Dept 8K, Freepost, Poole, Dorset, 8H1 5 

1BR 
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When peopte discover that they have more than a word processor in 
their PCW, one of the first ideas they usually come up with is to use 
it to look after their finances (either personal or business). But where 
to start? There is probably a wider range of accounts programs than 
any other type of software for the PCW. So is there room for more? 



BOOK-KEEPING 
AND ACCOUNTS 

£57.50 (with invoicing £57.50) (with invoicing 
and stock control £80.50) • Manx Tapes 
(0624 813071) • All PCWs 

Probably the greatest problem for anyone buying a business 
accounts program is finding one at the correct level for their 
own needs and expertise. Someone who is used to running 
business accounts on a manual system might want a system 
that is close to the method they use just now. Others will be 
keen to make use of ali the processing power of the 
computer to make their life easy. 

This is certainly the choice facing prospective buyers of 
NewStar's Small Business Accounts or Manx Tapes" Book- 
keeping and AccountS- 

The Manx Tapes offering is described in its publicity as a 
"no nonsense traditional style double entry book-keeping" 
and it certainly lives up to that description. Peopie weaned 
on traditional double entry book-keeping should feel quite at 
home in this environment. 

This does mean that not too much effort is spent on 
beautifying the screen displays (most of it no-fnlls text). 
There are times when screen prompts disappear from the 
screen a bit quicker than comfortable. 

Suck it and see 

One interesting feature offered by the company is a Try It 



BOOK-KEEPING AND ACCOUNTS 

PLUSES MINUSES 

No (rills, trattitional double entry book- ■ Doesn't use PCW to Uie full 

•^wping ■ Screen prompts sometimes unhelpful 

■ Written in BASIC so screen update 
sluggish 



RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■■ PERFORMANCE 

EASE OF USE ■■ DOCUMENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 




and See' demonstration disc. The disc costing only £5 
comes with the whole system ready to use (with 200 
example accounts and entries for a typical month). All that is 
missing is the files you need to customise the system to suit 
your own business. This disc also acts as invaluable 
introduction to the program as the full working program 
comes as a completely blank shell - quite intimidating if you 
have no idea of how the program works in practice. 

You set the system up to suit yourself with your 
customers and suppliers accounts all on disc. Unlike many 
programs of this kind it doesn't set up basic default accounts 
so you need a fair idea of what you are trying to achieve 
when you start. 

What is missing, perhaps, is a little bit of extra help along 
the way. A prompt to help you remember the account 
numbers would have been useful and more helpful screen 
prompts (including onscreen instructions on how to abort 
operations when things go wrong) would have been 
appreciated. Details like always having to press [R] every 
time you want to move to the next screen seem a bit 
unncessary. 

Having said that it only takes a single sheet of 
instructions to grasp the main points of operation. And it has 
a fair amount of Inbuilt flexibility. You can study ledgers in 
normal or historic modes, in sequence or at random. You 
can produce a credit control analysis, a trial balance or even 
profit and loss calculations tor the period. 



SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 

£69.95 • NewStar (0277 220573) • All PCWs 

Compared to Bookkeeping and Accounts, NewStar's Small 
Business Accounts seems positively gimmicky. The 
designers have used virtually every trick available to the split 
screen format to give you prompts and to lead you through 
double entry book-keeping without pain. 

The manual leads you into using the program by getting 
you to enter a quite complicated demonstration file. This is 
worthwhile. Once you know the intimate details of Carrcare 



i 



Ltd you are in good shape to use all the features of the 
program to look after your own accounts. 

Setting up the system for yourself can take a bit of time 
but once it is on disc you have a fair amount of power 
available. The idea is that every time you type in an entry on 
the left hand side of the screen you have the choice of 
accounts it should go into on the right. 

While you are learning the system you can page through 
the iong list Once you are au fait with the setup you can just 
type in the correct number from memory. Being a double 
entry system you are then led through the process of placing 
the balancing entry and checks to see that the figures match 
up before you leave. 

VAT'S the way to do it 

It handles VAT in a slick, easy manner and provides good 
audit trail facilities, with searcti facilities to find random 
entries or allowing you to browse at your leisure. Added to 
this you have facilities to produce trial balances and profit 
and loss calculations with the minimum of effort. 

It divides your accounts up into a possible 1 groups and 
there are a maximum 150 accounts available. A few basic 
default accounts are there but there is plenty of scope tor 
adapting to your own system. 

While the demonstration file method is handy the 
thorough manual is marred by the fact that it is the same 
one provided for the PC version of the program - and in 
certain cases the instructions do not match up. While there 
is a couple of sheets of alterations provided for PCW users it 
is confusing to have to skip great swathes of text that deal 
with budgets - a feature not available on the PCW. There 
are also minor irritations, like the way you have to delete 
some default entries at an input before you can enter the 
correct response. 

Still, it is one of the best attempts to bring the mysterious 
world of double entry book-keeping to the uninitiated PCW 
user. 



CHECK ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 

E9.95 • M.E. Hodges (03T22 75053) 
• All PCWs 

If you have lots of money saved in various bank and building 
society accounts you may be interested in Check Accounts 
Program. And if you have a massive overdraft spread over 
several bank accounts you too may well find it worth while. 

While there are other programs that keep track of your 
personal finances this program adds the extra detail that it 
allows you to make forecasts and to keep track of interest. 

It is a simple enough program to use. Written in Mallard 
Basic and it uses a system of menus not unlike one given in 
a listing in a back copy of 8000 Plus, However it is more 
robust than many Mallard programs and the menus do take 
you through even the most complex routines reasonable 
easily. 

The program can handle up to four accounts and the disc 
comes with these already packed with personal information 
about the finances of some complete strangers (or as we 
call it in the trade 'demonstration files'}. This does help you 
discover the way the program works far more successfully 
than the most thorough manual. Just browse through these 
files seeing how people with money would use the program 
and then clear the balances and enter details of your own 
overdraft. 

As time goes by 

The basic purpose of the program is to keep track of 
ingoings and outpourings from all your account and to keep 
track of up to 99 automatic standing order transactions in a 
year. 



ONTEST 



'nill Busmesj dccounts 



BEXSHOUL.OOl 



Batch Ref: 8 Bslsnce 
'jBG 31 1 ton llanahair 



31 Slock Purchases 

32 Cotitract Labour 

33 Sfsre Psrts Purchase 
35 Slock Loss Hrit?-Off 



flccect Iimoice finales is ' t?SC] 



. The spill screen me;nod used -n Small Business Accounts 



Where this program goes further is to keep track of 
interest due to you (on savings accounts) or that you will 
have to pay (on an overdraft). Each time you start the 
program it works out the up to date situation. 

These rates can be set easily on all the accounts and 
you even have the option of banded interest, for all those 
fancy building society schemes where you get a higher rate 
for a larger deposit. You can set up to seven interest level. 
As your balance reaches each peak the rate changes. At the 
correct time you can add the interest earned to your total. 

Another way the program marks the passing in time is in 
a special forecast facility which looks at spending levels in 
the last month and projects them for the next month. It you 
have a special payment which will only apply to one month 
you can choose not to have this taken into account in the 
forecast. This sounds a great idea but you would need to be 
pretty regular in your habits before this meant too much. 

The analysis also tells you the maximum and minimum 
balances in the last month. That could be depressing 
reading. It even prints out statements with the last 33 
transactions (definitely depressing). 

The final 'time' gimmick is that you can jump to any time 
(in your own PCW time capsule) and work out how much 
interest you have grossed in the meantime. But be warned. 
It does take a little while to do this so don't pick 50 years 
from now or you might lose interest. 



SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTS 



PLUSES 

Excellent screen prompts 

Good demonstration files 

One of the easiest double entry systems 

(or the beginner to get to grips with 



MINUSES 

■ Manual Is really for PC 



RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■■ PERFORMANCE 

EASE OF USE ■■■■ DOCUtVIENTATtON 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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CHECK ACCOUNTS PROGRAM 

PLUSES MINUSES 

Easy to learn frotn demonstration files ■ Relatively slow screen update 

Interesting use of time scales ■ Only tor the really organised 



RANGE OF FEATURES ■■■■• PERFORMANCE 
EASE OF USE ■■■■■ DOCUrWENTATION 

8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 





Iiuvl! If a liiall IMII-IIM int. 



Anyone who has dabbled wih Mallard BASIC wilt 
have come across ihe moment of truth when they 
iust can't remefnljer - what is the difference 
between SPACES and SPC. which number 
IS which after MID$, or even, how do you 
switch on a switched- off cursor blob?? 
Maybe ihere is someone who can remem- 
ber every command in tulallard but they 
certainly don't work for BOOO Plus, 

Haw. since the launch ol the 
Jumbo disc you have Iwo choices. 1 ) 'Vou 
can use Ihe old method ot spending 1 min- 
utes looking lor Ihe BASIC method, another 
five minutes finding the right commancl 
other 1 5 minutes discovering you're Slill not 
lotally sure oi the syntax and a final 20 min- 
utes worl^ing out how it works by trial and 
error By whcih time of course you have 
probably forgotten what you wanted to do in 
Ihe first place. Or. 

2) Use Jumbo and find out what 
the command does in minutes. Jumbo is simply a disc with nearly 200 files 
lisling every command in BASIC including a tew you haven't even heard of. The 
idea IS Ihat when you get stuck tor the right command or syntax you just call up 
the directory (type d). This is in effect a list of file names. 
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II you want to find out what Fetchkey$ does you check 
Ihe list and find that Ihe file with the details on this 
command are kept in a file name FKEY (you 
just type in the capital letters from the name 
FetchKEy$ becomes FKE'V) Then just write 
type f Itey and the file appears. 

It has all the Jetsam commands, a 
file listing all the escape codes tor useful 
functions (everything from reversing the 
screen to defining a window) and a file with 
the full ASCII code and character set There 
is also a page of keywords on various topics 
and a run-down on the bit -wise operators 
(At^lD, OR etc). The advantage is you call 
these up without affecting your working on 
the program 

The idea is basically so simple you 

leel as if you could do it yourself. There is no 

program or anything too clever - it is simply 

the basic (or BASIC) tacts simply laid out with 

an example where suitable (by far the best way to understand them) A 

simple way to learn BASIC 

BOOO Plus issue 20 May >988 

"The Perfect Complement for your PCVV^ 

Price imhuks leamletl delivery 



tl UxiUtHHt tlHd 




CBS SERVICES 



16 TRKMAINE CLOSE, HEYMOOR 

PENZANCE, CORNWALL 



Telephone: 0736 50488 

Perionat enquiries taken up lo lOpm. 

Oniy available from CBS 
PIfiisf spftify moiktltiptiriHtes 



MONEY MANAGER PLUS 



£39.95 



(hxl. VATJ 

Amttrxd PCW 
S2S6 BSIl 95 tl 



Easy to use Financial Management Software 



£39.95 



Over 16,000 users 



SmatI Businesses Doctors 

Company Departments Dentists 

Expense Accounts Lawyers 



Professionals 
Tradesmen 
Home Accounts 



Writers 

Farmers 

Colleges 



(incl.VAT) 

AmstrgdPCPPC 
IBMPCeU. 



Clubs 
Charities 
Etc. etc! 



MONEV MANAGER PLUS is an easy to useyet powerful accounhng system. It will enable you to recordand analyse all your finaricialtransaetions.so (hat you Icnow 
eKactlywhereyoustandandcanmake sensible and i nfomned financial decisions.Checkbanksta tements, rnonitor ca sh (lo w, a nalyse sources ol income a nd expend i ture, 
make budget forecasts, prepare financial statements. Keep orw step ahead of your bank manager, convirce tax or VAT inspectors, avoid nasty surprises! 
M ON E Y M AN ACE R FLU S is very mucheasierandfastertousethanordinary systems. Ithasseveralreporting.analysing and era phiic facil i ties not a vai table in even 
the most expensive accounting systems. It would take you months of effort wiOi a sophisticated database/spreadsheet/ graphics package to achieve half of wtat 
MONEY MANAGER PLUS can. Whether you riin a substantial business or just need to sort out your personal finances, MONEY MANAGER PLUS can help you. 
To runlhesy5temyoujustSMritchon,loadMONEYMANAGERPLUS,andselectadata(ilelobeloadcdlromyourdiscinto the system.Youcanlhenniake new entries 
in any order that suits you (or amend existing entries). You can reconcile en triesagainsl bank sla tements received You can produce your own statements and reports 
(including graphical charts) with arnaiing variety ai«l selecbvity to answer any questions you might have about your current financial situation. You then save the 
datafileforthe next ti me you need to use it . You may haveanynumberofseparaledatafiles(orsetsof accounts) co veri ng several yea rs, and store severa I on one di sc. 
When required, a 12-month data file can be rolled forward by a month at a time. 



'hs accounts per file, 300 entries per inom/i 
Up to 9 iiser-detlr,ec} accounts fban*s. cash, credit cartis etc) 
Up to SO user-<}elir)0d classes ol income/expeniJiture 
Optional reference (up to 6 clraf actors) lor each entry 
Yourewn liescrtplive text (up to is characters) tor each entry 
Optional «fra label in each entry to allow lurther sefecttvity 
Fast aittS easy data entry- like tilling out 3 tfank statement 
Ccrrect incorrect enines at any ft/rw 
Standing or(iers/stan(£ng entries 

^^So»t entries into data order when retfulred 

^^toetaile<l statements for any range of months 

^^^AT reports in detail and in VAT return lormat 

^^Bionthly reports for each dass ot transaction 

^^^eports showing activity in each account 




Ida^ group rapotls 

unt balances month by month 
Bar cfiarrs tor up to three categories ol entry 
Pie charts lor up to 12 caiegohes ol entry 
Facility to search through accounts lor tost 
Total monthly income, expenditure and cash 
Aaxsunt and class totals 
Bank statement reconciliation 
Budget cash llow forecasts 
Automatic creation of data file back up copies 
Pnnt all reports 
Co rhprehensive manual 
Two seis of practice data 
Free telephone support 



}nlry ^^^^^^M 

ry(PC) ^^^^B 

051 items ^1 

cash flow B 

Topies ^1 



For mail order, send a cheque for £39.9S, or phone quoting an Access, Visa or American Express card number, and the program will 
be mailed to you within one working day. Please specify model of computer! Mon— Sun SAM— 1 0PM 

.Connect Systems 3 Flanchford Road, London W12 9NP. Tel.: 01-743 9792 
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SPACE 



Win two (yes, TWO) 

square metres of completely 

empty space! 




1 Bookcase 
2PCW 



3 Telephone 

4 Cotiee maker 



Any PCW owner will 
testify to the insidious 
spread of the machine 
and its entourage round the 
study. Before you know where 
you are you've got a table full of 
monitor and keyboard, wtiole 
drawerfuis of discs and a printer 
submerged in a plethora of 
paper. The answer is to buy one 
of those work stations - purpose 
built desks which accommodate 
your keyboard, printer, monitor 
and all the other stuff. The only 
problem is the price, which for 
most workstations is in three 
figures, most of them rather big 
ones. 

However, the ten lucky 
winners of our mind stretching 
competition will get a Com-Stax 
[usual price E29.95) in the colour 
of their choice — red, white or 
black. This is a very stylish and 
thoughtfully designed stand for 
your PCW - the keyboard and 
monitor sit neatly at the right 
angle and height for working 
while the printer goes on over 
the top of the monitor. There are 
suitable slots for the various 
comms and interface leads you 
might want to thread through to 
the monitor and it comes in both 
8000 and 951 2 versions. 

It's sure to free at least two 
square metres of space in your 
study and looks very hi-tech too. 
You'll still have to find 
somewhere to put your discs 
and paper, but then you can't 
have everything. 
Below Is the floor plan of a 



typical PCW owner's study, 
without a few vital items such as 
coffee maker, PCW (on its Com- 
Stax stand), bookcase etc. Four 
possible locations of these Hems 
in the study have been labelled 
A to D, and the items 
themselves are numbered 1 to 4, 
All you have to do is use your 
skill and judgement to write 
down where the best place for 
each item is - if, for example, 
you think that the bookcase 
should go in front of the window, 
write B-i and so on. 

Remember that telephones 
can corrupt your discs if they are 
placed too close to them (a 
phone ringing on top of a disc is 
a quick way to lose address 
marks) and that electrical 
equipment often doesn't work 
very well if put too close to a 
PCW. 

When you've done that, write 
your entry on a postcard or on 
the back of a sealed envelope 
and address it to: Com-Stax 
Competition. 8000 Pius, 4 
Queen St, Bath, BA 1 1EJ. 

Remember to state whether 
you have a 951 2 or 8000 series 
machine and say which colour 
you'd prefer - white, red or 
black. The first ten correct 
entries picked out of the editorial 
baseball cap on Friday, 5th 
August, will receive a Com-Stax. 

Usual rules apply: no 
multiple entries and the decision 
of the judges, however arbitrary, 
is final. No correspondence will 
be entered into. 
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ONTEST 



HELLO 
OFFICE 

Turn Pretext into a database and invoice 
generator with Arnor's new pacl<age 



Protext is an excellent word processor and the ideal free text' 
database; for writers and researchers wtio need to collate article: 
reports from vast repositories of text it's perfect. But what about 
those interminable name-address-and-detaits lists that pervade 
everyone's working and leisure life? 

Using Pretext's stored commands, almost a programming 
language in itself, you can write your own database programs and 
invoice generators... jf you have the time. Now Arnor, makers of 
Protext, have done the job for you. 



PROTEXT FILER 

£24.95 • Arnor {0733 239011} • All PCWs 

Pretext is a very powerful word processing tool. Using its 
'exec' files - a series of commands you can put into effect at 
a stroke - you can, for exampie. number all the paragraphs 
in a contract at a stroke; with the stored commands inside a 
document, you can write routines to calculate invoices and 
maintain databases from a combination of information typed 
in at the keyboard and taken from disc, say a file of 
customers, the results being sent to screen, disc or printer. 
(H/lathematicians will be excited to learn that programs can 
be written to calculate prime numbers If you really want,) 
However, most people are so busy they may well lack 
the time required to learn all its features. Arnor have 
therefore knocked up a couple of programs tor all Protext 
users: Filer, which adds database features to Protext, and 
Office, which includes all Filer's features and generates 
invoices, credit notes and statements, written entirely with 
Protext commands and 'exec' files. 
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The other Office 

II you jusl warn a dalabase 
which can worh rn a word 
f^ocessof. tainer than a word 
processor whidi can also be a 
dalaliiase, have a look al Mini 
OHice. Vou can use data from iis 
dalabase in mailshots in tis word 
processor. Howevet ihere's no 
irrpoil-eipott m all daia must tw 
crsatad and used exclusively 
wIDiin Mini Ofice, 



PROTEXT FILER 

PLUSES 

Easy lo use once you learn rt 
Familiar Protext environment 
Good sorting facilities aix! nanw tiandling 
Can use Protext'database in parallel 
Irriport/export/print formats no protilem 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
PERFORMANCE 



MINUSES 

No calculation faci lilies 
Selection lacilities a bit crude 
tf you're familiar with Protext you can 
probably mimic a datat>ase yourself 



EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 



SOOO PLUS VALUE VERDICT 
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Menu love to hate 

On typing .x in you get the file manager menu where you 
have a similar range of options a normal database program 
would give you - start a new database, add records, edit the 
structure, sort and select records, etc. These can all be done 



'PROCESSOR- MAIL WERGt 
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on your main file, a file of selected items, or the 'update' fi!e 
which holds the recent additions. 

The difference with a normal database is that your data 
is recorded as a normal Protext tile and can be edited as 
such. That name-and-address file you've been using for 
mailshots can now be used as a database, for example. 

Initialising a new file gets you to set up a number of fieWs 
- the number can be fixed or variable (to leave scope for 
addresses of varying lengths, for example). Unlike most 
databases you don't have to specify whether this field is to 
be a string and that one a number. 

When adding to a database, the entries go into a specif 
',NEW' file and to incorporate them into your main file you 
musf then use the 'update' option from the main menu. 
Editing or adding items in your database can be done in 
Protext, using [FIND] to find the relevant item. 

Selection procedure 

The usual database functions of finding single records and 
selecting groups of records is catered for, both of these 
coming from the main menu. Finding a single record even 
loads it into a file for you and puts in block markers ready for 
pasting across to another file. Selection can be done on a 
variety of bases - A or B, A and B or C, etc. etc. So, you can 
root out all the music in your collection which is on CD or 
cassette, all ycur records which are either Beethoven or 
Stockhausen, and so on. The selected items are written to a 
file '.SEL' which you can then manipulate as a normal 
Protext file. You may have a few problems with selecting on 
numbers (for example, all salaries over ten thousand, as 2 is 
regarded as 'bigger' than 1000, because they're compared 
as strings, not numbers. They'll be sorted OK, though.) 

Mai! merge functions are provided, allowing you to print 
out from your name-and-address lists a variety of label 
formats - one, two, or three across. You specify the number 
of lines per label and so on. You can, of course, print out 
normal name-and-address files on labels in Protext from 
templates given in the manual; again, it's a time saver rather 
than a radical new feature. The ability to print two or three 
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. Setting up a database in ths Filer 



labeis across is handy 
though. There's also a 
mail merge letter 
sl^eieton provided 
which you can adapt 
lor yourself. 

Advantage 
knower 

There are several 
advantages of a 
database system tfiat 
work from wittiin a word 
processor. If you work 
with Pretext, you'll find 
the filer a convenient 
way of maintaining records without having to keep switching 
over to a database package: you work within Pretext all the 
time except for the sort program, which requires the 
insertion of a Protext disc to get back to Protext. Your text 
files are still there of course. The fact that the files it 
manipulates (indeed even the program files themselves) are 
normal Protext files makes incorporation of your data into 
mail merging routines as easy as it could be. Ifour printouts 
can therefore be made as impressive as you like - no 
worries about setting up 'print formats' as you have In a 
normal database. 

You don't get some of the features you might expect in a 
proper database package - there are no calculation 
lacilities, though you can write your own, and anyway there's 
Ihe invoice generator which will answer many business 
needs. Also, while the working isn't really slow, it has to 
churn through exec files and stored commands. You could 
write the routines yourself, though you'd have to be a real 
enthusiast to try. 

For Protext devotees this is a good alternative to a CP/M 
database, and if you want to use a straightforward name- 
and -ad dress database regularly alongside your word 
processor, this will be a good buy. 

PROTEXT OFFICE 

£34.95 • Arnor (0733 2390t1) • All PCWs 

Protext Office is the filer with business functions' added on. 
It will generate invoices, statements or credit notes using 
standard Protext templates. 

The idea is that you have your customers' names and 
addresses on file (eg. your mail merge file) and a list of your 
products with details such as duty, price per unit, etc. 'You 
can pull a name and address out of your customer files just 
by specifying one word or a combiriation of key letters, and 
the generator will prompt you for the number of each item in 
your product file ordered by the custorher. If you supply 
PCWs wholesale you'd have 8256', '8512' and -9512' as the 
items in the product file, together with the price [which you 
can change by editing the file in Protext when the memory 
chips go up again) and other details: product code. VAT 
code, and a discount code {to tie up with your discount 
schemes). Provision is made for up to five rates of tax, with 
an eye on the European Open Market in 1992. 

When you do your invoice you are asked how many of 
each machine has been ordered. You can give names and 
addresses or products which don't appear in the flies if you 
wish. Prices can be entered inclusive or exclusive of VAT. 

Invoice of reason 

A configuration program is provided which lets you set out 
the size and format of your invoices (to suit blank sheets of 
paper and your letterheads, for example). Invoices can be 
numbered automatically if desired and a summary of 
invoices to date can be updated after each new invoice. You 



Sorting chance 



Sorting can be carried out from the main Filer 
menu or separately outside Protext, The 
program responsit>le for this is called FSORT 
and gives you a variety of sorting methods. As 
well as the usual alphabetical and numerical 
sort you can, amongst others, Instmc! sorting 
to take place on the last word of a siring - le. 
SOthatBenjzunln Zephaniah gets sorted after 
zara Philips, You can also mark out entries 
which should be sorted by the first word 



anyway, such as Arsenal fc. 

Tabs can be regarded as a field delimiter - 
the reason this is such a wonderful thing Is 
that you can then sort columns of tabulated 
figures. Say you have a list of your employees 
with their salaries In the fourth column; then 
you can sort them Into order of salary but 
preserve the column format. Normal Protext 
files can of course be sorted with FSORT too. 
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▲ The database Me 



can store systems of 
discounts too, so by 
pressing the appropriate 
number, the invoice will be 
adjusted according to the 
discount scheme - 
widgets will be discounted 
15%. crystallised ginger at 
35% and so on. A zero 
specifies no discount. The 
generator then calculates 
the total of the items given 
and pnnts out the invoice 
for you. 

Office leaves you a bit 
squeezed for space - the 
program disc has 60 files already, leaving space for just four 
extra datafiles or invoices, if you have a 951 2 or 851 2 you 
can just work from a 720k disc which lets you have 256 files; 
Office also works from a hard disc. 8256 owners will have to 
split the Office and Filer functions onto separate discs or 
they'll have no space to work in. 

For anyone using Protext in business, this will be a very 
useful add-on to the database Filer. Again, if you're familiar 
with Protext, it may not give you much more than you could 
write for yourseif. but for thirty-odd quid it could quickly pay 
for itself in time saved writing those templates and 
invoicing routines. 



Sorting note 

Wriling rmjlines to sort things 
inia alf^atetic^l (or othev) arder 
has long teefi one ol itie classic 
i:>fogtarTiniing problems. A 
variety ol different ways eiist. 
Ihe easiesi to program being the 
slowest. Simplest is the bubble 
sort, while more elegant 
methods include (he Shell sort 
and the 'Don' Quicksort. 
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I Generating an inuoice 



New age 

In 1 992 the whole ol tie EC is 
sel to become one huge tarill- 
tree matkeipiace. Businesses 
are being alerted lo Ihis even! in 
a nationwide advertising 
campaign featuring amongst 
others one Alan Sugar 
(Businessman), 



PROTEXT OFFICE 

PLUSES 

Easy to use once you team It 
Automates totalling, discounts, VAT etc 
Can use data handled by the Filer 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
PERFORMANCE 



MINUSES 

With time, could write the routines 
yoursett 



EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 



5000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 




ONTEST 



ASSEMBLY LINES 

Steve Patient tries out Pyradev's new assembler package for the PCW 



The opposition 

There are a number of very 
good public: clonnain a^sennblers 
and disassemMers virtually free 
- tiavB 3 look around bullstin 
boards. Ttie two other leading 
oa[Time[t:ial asserrbly packages 
forlbePCWarBManamll 
(£49.95) from Amor (0733 
23901 1} and Devpa: (£39.95) 
from HiSofl (0525 718181). 



PYRADEV PLUS 

£19.50 ♦ Pyramid (PO Box 765, Maidenhead, 
Berks) • All PCWs 

Writing machine code is extremely easy: getting it 
assembled without errors is harder, and finding out why the 
machine locks up every time the program runs most difficult 
of all. Eveiy useful development system must include 
programs to facilitate these activities, the editor, assembler 
and monitor. 

At first I thought I'd put the disc in the wrong way round. 
The editor came up in the top left hand corner, a 25 line by 
80 column display, but no. this was it. Pyramid assume you 
have such a screen and there is no installation. Then the 
editor locked up. The key presses it needs are not normally 
generated by the 8256 keyboard. To get it to work at ad a 
key definition file must be run. 

An editor which is pleasant to use is important, the 
Pyradev editor irritated me. I found it quirky (cursor keys to 
delete lines, for example). Internally the situation is even 
worse. 

It expands tabs to spaces on input and then compresses 
the spaces to a hex FF character when writing the file with a 
second number depending on how many spaces there 
should be. This makes the files non-ASCII with a 
vengeance. You can save an 'uncompressed' file but the 
spaces necessary to format code nicely make it large, which 
is why good editors store tabs. Line ends are marked with 
ODH (carriage return) but not OAH (line feeds). Thus 
Pyradev files cannot be TYPED to the screen. If a file from a 
standard ASCII editor is loaded everything looks alright until 
you save it, then the editor locks up. The line feed 
characters kill it. 

The manual suggests writing a program to filter your non 
Pyradev tiles and even provides skeleton code. I wrote one 
and it works but really it's one hassle too many ! use two 
public domain and one commercial editor and all of them 
allow some degree of user installation, including using all of 
the screen. Draw your own conclusions. 



PYRADEV PLUS 

PLUSES 

Produces standard REL files 
t'otenlially powcrlul packages 



RANGE OF FEATURES 
EASE OF USE 



MINUSES 

Problems with keyboard configuralion 
Bad implemertlatiDn tor PCW 



PERFORMANCE 

DOCUfUIENTATION 



8000 PLUS VALUE VERDICT 



Freebie note 

Of oouise, you've gol 
everything you need lo write 
machine code programs lor free 
on your CP'M discs - RMAC. 
LIKK and so on, Ttie problem is 
finding documentation on how 
10 wtile in the 808O machine 
code they work in. There's 
nolhing m your CP/M manuall 
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Hard lines 

The assembler accepts Zilog mnemonics from Pyradev 
editor files or standard ASCII files but WILL NOT accept 
tabs as a separator for fields. All the CP/M code ever written 
is full of tabs and line feeds and they all have to go. Hard 
luck. Symbol files can be generated to disc but not PRN files 
which have to go to the printer. Assembly errors can be sent 
to the printer without a PRN file. No particular ftielype is 
required and output files default to COM. 

Interestingly, the assembler accepts the undocumented 



Z80 instructions and the manual provides mnemonics for 
them though it won't accept any instruction lor the IX and lY 
registers without an index (IX+0), curious priorities. On the 
plus side it supports macros, which you know aif about from 
using RMAC, anyone familiar with RMAC will feel at home 
with the requirements of the Pyradev assembler. It will 
produce standard Microsoft REL files which can be linked 
using the LINK.COM program supplied with the 8256; this is 
a big plus, REL files are produced by most good compilers 
allowing you to do the boring bits in C and the twiddly bits in 
assembler then link them all together. To use LINK you must 
leave the Pyradev environment; your keyboard is now a 
mess. 

The monitor has all the things SID has but insists on 
cramming everything into four windows fitted into a 25 by 80 
viewport. Since only one of these windows can be active at 
a time a lot of the information displayed is either irrelevant or 
misleading. The disassembler, for example, cannot show 
short routines in their entirety though it will write to disc. 

It also requires the strange key responses so can't 
effectively be used alone. It works but suffers badly from 
featuritus. This and the busy screen make mistakes easy, 
then everything locks up again. You now have to load all the 
files back in and run SETKEYS. A command line would have 
been simpler and allowed more information on the screen. 

This Z30 program development package started life on 
the Amstrad CPC's under Amsdos and no doubt Pyradev 
proved the bees' knees for CPC programmers, but CP/M 
has been around a lot longer and some very sophisticated 
packages are available. One of the best comes with the 
machine. All you need is a good editor. 
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BIOS fear 

Pyradev is machine dependent, using BIOS calls for speed 
and a tot of screen handling tricks so someone' knew what 
they were doing when they adapted it for the 6128, 
Assuming they have the source do they have anyone who 
can count up to 31? 

Since Pyradev is now aimed at the 8256 machines re- 
assembling it to use the keyboard as found would not have 
come amiss. Pyramid recognise the problem since they 
provide a program to display the hex code of a keypress on 
screen. Clearly they intend the buyer to hack the programs 
replacing key codes with the appropriate values! 

You shouldn't have to do that or tweak the assembler into 
accepting tabs as separators, standard under CP/M. In my 
opinion Pyramid are offering a powerful suite of programs 
spoiled by a shoddy implementation. 



MASTERFILE 8000 



FOR ALL AMSTRAD PCW COMPUTERS 



MASTERFILE 8000, the subject of so many 
enquiries, is now available. 

MASTERFILE 8000 is a totally new database 
product. While drawing on the best features of the 
CPC versions, it has been designed specifically for 
the PCW range. The resulting combination of 
control and power is a delight to use. 

Other products offer a choice between fast but 
limited-capacity RAM files, and large-capacity but 
cumbersome fixed-length, direct-access disc files. 
MASTERFILE 8000 and the PCW RAM disc 
combine to offer high capacity with fast access to 
variable-length data. File capacity is limited only 
by .the size of your RAM disc. 

A MASTERFILE hallmark is the provision of 
multiple, user-designed display formats. This 
flexibility remains, but now it's even easier. With 
MASTERFILE 8000 you design your formats 
"live"; no more questionnaires, just move your 
format effects around the screen using the cursor 
keys! 

Record updating is even easier than before —just 
steer your cursor to any field on the screen and 
then insert/erase/alter as required. 

Special options are provided for handling dates and 
surnames, and column totals can be generated. 

All screen work is done graphically — and hence we 
offer unique panel, box, and ruled line options. 
Choose the line spacing at pixel resolution — you 
will be amazed how much clearer 9- pixel lines are 
than the usual 8-pixels. (Study the picture.) And 
all this faster than CP/M normally lets you paint 
the screen! PCW printer functions, under menu 
control, are provided. 
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Keyed files are maintained automatically in key 
sequence, with never any need to sort. You can 
have unkeyed files too, where records can be 
inserted at any point in the file. 



Any file can make RELATIONAL references to up 
to EIGHT read-only keyed files, the linkage being 
effected purely by the use of matching file and 
data names. 

You can import/ merge ASCII files (e.g. from 
MASTERFILE III), or export any data {e.g. to a 
word-processor), and merge files. For keyed files 
this is a true merge, not just an append operation. 
By virtue of export and re-import you can make a 
copy of a file in another key sequence. New data 
fields can be added at any time. 

File searches combine flexibility with speed. 
(MASTERFILE 8000 usually waits for you, not 
the other way around.) You can even assign subsets 
of a file into one or more of seven pigeon-holes for 
subsequent reference or further manipulation. 
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FIELD-TO-FIELD CALCULATION is available, 
using any mixture of terms and arithmetic operators 
+ -*/{). 

MASTERFILE 8000 is totally menu-driven, fully 
machine-coded, and comes with example files and 
a detailed manual. We claim (modestly) that you 
will not find another filing system with such 
power, flexibility, and friendliness. 

MASTERFILE 8000 costs £49.95 including VAT 
and P&P to anywhere in Europe. Elsewhere please 
add 20% for air-mail service. ACCESS/VISA/ 
MASTERCARD orders are welcome, written or 
telephoned, quoting card expiry date. Make 
cheques payable to "Campbell Systems". 

Our normal response is return of post, 1st class. 

CAMPBELL SYSTEMS (Dept 8PL ) 

7 Station Road, EPPING, Essex CM 16 4HA, 

England. Tel: (0378) 77762/3 



MIND YOUR 
LANGUAGE 

Every PCW has Mallard BASIC. But what 
about other computer languages? Steve 
Patient takes you through some of them... 



Languages come in three flavours; interpreters (like Mallard BASIC), 
semi-compilers, which you compile to an intermediate code needing 
an extra support routine when you run the progam, and true 
compilers that produce COM files which run directly, like PIP etal. 

Interpreters are the easiest to work with while true compilers 
produce the fastest code. Semi-compilers usually offer the most 
built-in functions. 



Writing programs is fun. Learning new programming 
languages increases the fun. But is there 
anything you can't do in BASIC anyway? Weil no, 
but some things are better done in other languages. Just as 
French is a language of romance. Russian is good for 
writing long depressing novels, and English has evolved for 
apologising, so different computer languages have their 
various strengths and weaknesses. 

ALGOL 

(ALGOfithmic Language) 

BASIC evolved from ALGOL and is similar in many ways, 
though the original probably has greater strengths in 
recursion. Originally a mainframe language, there's a 
version O Algol 60 in the public domain, {Volume 26. CP/M 
User Group library) called Algol/M. Written in the mid. 
seventies at the Naval Postgraduate School in America, it is 
similar to BASIC-E. It works as a semi. compiler with a run. 
time interpreter of only 14K and is full' of 'quotes' and 'semi- 
colons'; specifically designed for CP/M, it is a complete and 
serious implementation. 

BASIC 

(Beginners All-purpose Symbolic Instruction Code) 
Why bother to include this when PCW owners already have 
it? Because there are so many versions, many in the public 
domain, including the famous BASIC-E, This is a semi- 
compiler written by Gary Kildall, the man who wrote CP/lwl. 
(Volume 5, CP/M User Group library : documentation from 
Comcen Microcomputers {45-46 Wychtree Street, Morriston, 
Swansea SA6 SEX) 

A true compiler, like CB.80, will compile programs written 
in BASIC-E. Anyone with a sense of history, and humour, 
should give it a try. An upgraded commercial version is also 
available, called CBASIC. 

BCPL 

(or Basic Computer Programming Language, or maybe big, 

cuddly programmers love it) 

Well, that's quite enough about BCPL. 
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(so called simply because it was written after B) 

This one - written by Brian Kernighan and Dennis Ritchie 



with the PDP-11 {a DEC Mini) in mind - is, definitely flavour 
of the month . Just about everybody has a version of it, but 
only three people in the world actually write programs in it. 

It was originally written for the Unix environment {a sort 
of very large computer CP/M) and its strength fies in its 
power and flexibility The price is that C programs can be so 
concise as to be totally unimefligible and look as if they've 
been written in Martian. Even C programmers don't try and 
decipher one another's codes. There's no standard way of 
laying out a problem, so everyone tends to do their own 
thing. It is only one step removed from assembler. 

C compilers generally perform few checks and certainly 
none on the logic of programs. Bugs can be both subtle and 
elusive, while the program code is always couched in terms 
of complete incomprehensibility. 

But it gives easy access to the juicy bits of the operating 
system and being able to write in C always generates a 
certain amount of respect. Good C compilers are available 
at low cost, but go for one with floating point maths. HiSoft C 
would be perfect but hasn't; Amor's has. Small C, by Ron 
Cain, is in the public domain on Sig/M 224, it has floating 
point maths as well as transcendentals (or as near to having 
them so that it makes no difference!) and the C source to the 
compiler 

is liked by magazine writers because of its potential for 
puns. 

COBOL 

(Common Business Oriented Language) 
It is common in that almost everybody does it the same way 
COBOL was designed to run on mainframes where it would 
do simple things to large amounts of data. One machine 
running a COBOL program replaced a building-full of clerks. 

COBOL alone still comprises ninety per cent of all 
program code in the world. Compilers for CP/M 80 are 
expensive, but there is, a public domain COBOL semi- 
compiler on Sig/M 209. You'll need to read a book about it 
first, or you'll get nowhere fast. 

COBOL is not for writing games. It is a data-handling 
language with a very precise, formal syntax. At first glance it 
looks like English, and once you've learnt it, is probably the 
easiest code to work through. 
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FORTH 

(No. not written after THIRD) 
From the Algol family of languages, Forth embodies a 
slightly different approach to programming. It was originally 
developed by Charles Moore and Elizabeth Rather to control 
radio telescopes. More recently, it was used to program the 
animation sequences for Star Wars. FORTH comes with a 
core dictionary of words it already understands; new words 
can be constructed from these to extend the language in any 



direction you choose - a process, not surprlsingty, called 
'extending'. These extensions can be saved in a library and 
loaded with tlie system. FORTH can quite often beat an 
ordinary compiler. 

FORTH systems tend to provide complete development 
environments and will use Reverse Polish arithmetic, a 
slack-based system common in scientific and engineering 
ewifonments. (It's called Reverse Polish because the name 
of the Pole who invented it is unpronounceable.) It's 
different, powerful and, once mastered, totally addictive. 

Learn it, and soon you won't be seen dead using 
algebraic languages, like Pascal or BASIC. As a taster there 
is one in the public domain on Sig/M 1 54, Forth 83, but be 
warned - it needs patching to work properly under CP/M 
Plus. 

FORTRAN 

(It it doesn't stand for Formula Translator, it ought to). 
The first true high level languages, written by IBIul. It's the 
most standardised and powerful language (or number- 
crunching. It has a very formal syntax and a great deal of 
power. The only proper input and output devices are a 
purichcard and a teletype machine. 

Fortran programs look solid, sensible and have a hell of 
a lot of full stops in them. A true compiler, it produces stand- 
alone COI^ files. A chess program, written in Fortran, will 
ajtorratically start cheating when it's losing (it will offer a 
draw first, and then crash!). This is not the fault of the 
language. Engineers and scientists still use it as a language 
of choice. Someone once said behind a veil of anonymity: "I 
write all my critical routines in assembler and my comedy 
routines in Fortran." 

LOGO 

Developed as part of an American university project called 
'Mathland', This is also supplied free with the PCW when 
you buy it - and is worth every penny. If Digital Research 
had been able to convince themselves that it was possible to 
sell a copy, perhaps they would have tried. Uniike Fortran, 
Logo is eminently suitable for writing comedy routines, but 
whether it provides an easy route into programming is 
arguable (recursion and list-handling really aren't that easy 
to grasp). BASIC, on the other hand, will prove no trouble 
whatsoever. 

Logo is a waste of disc space (he says, bracing himself 
against a flood of indignant riposte). Erase it. 

LISP 

(LtSt Processor) 

This represents an earlier attempt at 'logical' programming. 
(As opposed to whaL exactly?) Like Logo. Lisp seems to be 
one of those languages that got lost on the way, or maybe it 
just lost us. It was originally written in the Sixties to create a 
more 'natural' approach to programming although it's not 
easy thinking of a suitable project for it. 

It is generally used for artificial intelligence programs and 
treats all kinds of data as lists. Lisp seems a good idea, but 
that's about as far as it gets. It can be useful in larger 
environments. It needs a lot of data, a large TPA (or 
Transient Program Area) and a faster computer to show 
what it can do. 

M0DULA2 

(Wfiatever t^apperied to Modula 1?) 
Niklaus Wirth designed this language to replace Pascal. It 
furthers the structured programming concepts developed by 
Wirth, Dijkstra and Hoare, and Is extremely strong on type- 
checking and control structures. Implemented as a compiler, 
there are several versions available, usually with a few 
extras grafted on for the convenience of non-purists. It will 
produce fast code, even if a little verbose. 



PASCAL 

(after Blaise Pascal, the French mathematician). 
Designed by Wirth as an improvement upon Algol 60 (also 
designed by him). Pascal is highly structured and most 
people find it a relatively easy language to develop a 
program. Must be classy - everything ends in a semi-colon. 
Originally designed to investigate the nature of 
programming, it is a university research lanuage that has 
escaped. 

Coming before micros were common, a Wirth-specified 
language presents problems when using a keyboard, rather 
than from file to file. Most implementations provide non- 
standard solutions for this as well as extensive string - 
handling routines. There are many good versions of Pascal 
available, though compilers tend to produce bulky programs. 
Most implementations are semi-compilers. A good one is 
JRT Pascal in the public domain Sig/M 82. The extensive 
documentation is in the Dutch user library (CP/MggNL Vol 
1082), despite the fact that it's written in English. 

PILOT 

(Programmed Inquiry, Learning and Teaching) 
An interpreter in the CP/M user group Volume 12, Pilot was 
originally designed at the San Francisco Medical School in 
1973, and is useful when writing programs where the 
computer and the user talk to each other. Programs for 
'interactive' computer teaching in any subject are easily 
constructed in Pilot. It isn't suitable for games, though, 
unless they're word-puzzles. It only occupies 5K. 




In the Public 
Domain 

A lot of iheje languages w«b 
written in American universities. 
All prcgrams developed in ttie 
American academic spliere are 
aulorralically public domain. 
Tliey're nol toys, ftougti Ihey 
Often lack Ihe tiells and whisiles 
of SLiccesslu I commercial 
Implemenialions. 

A good comrrercial 
language source is Gfey 
Mailers. 4 Prigg Meadow. 
Ashtjourton. Devon T0 13 7DF. 
For public domain Isngiiages. 
lOin the CPj'M Users Group UK. 
(Thera are other sources as 
well: PD Sig, lor eiample). 
Details ol how lo join can be 
obtained from 72 Mill Road, 
Hawley, Dartlord. Keni DA2 
7RZ. 




PL/1 

(Programming language orje. Great thing, inspiration) 
The CP/M version is called PUM and is expensive. BASIC-E 
is written in PL/M and the source is in the public domain on 
CP/M user group Volumes 29-30. The aim in writing PL/1 
was to combine the best of Gobol, Pascal and Algol in one. 
Extensive and expensive. 

PISTOL 

(Portably Implemented Stack Oriented Language) 
This is a FORTH-type language in the public domain, Sig/M 
Vol 59. Basically, you get Ihe bones and put the flesh on it 
yourself. It'll provide hours of fun for all the family and with a 
little workt you can create a completely new language. It 
comes with a lot of documentation and samples. 

PROLOG 

Designed in the early Seventies it is probably the best of the 
'logical programming' languages. Like Lisp, it tries to apply 
rules to bodies of data with a view to ascertaining the truth 
or falsehood of a statement. Prolog makes use of a great 
deal of recursion in these searches, and although it is not an 
intrinsically fast language, it can be persuaded to perform 
sophisticated functions with little programming. A language 
for performing tricks with data, not hardware. EPRO. a small 
PROLOG, is on Sig/M 242. 
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ATTENTION ! 



PRIVATE-HIRE, TAXI, MINI-BUS, COACH 
and COURIER SERVICE OPERATORS 



TAXI BASE 3 could save endless time providing fast 
reference to past work details for quotations & pricing etc. 
(particularlyquickteiephione quotes). Cut out one of those 
searches through old diaries and job-sheets. Simple to 
use database with unlimited capacity requires no special 
setting up. 

TAXIBASE 3 is an improved and extended version of 
earlier TAXIBASE programs and reads existing 
TAXIBASE files. Upgrade for £6.50 



AVAILABLE FOR ALL PCWs at £14.95 inc VAT & P&P 

Cheque with order to: MCS, 

49 Cogate Road, Paddock Wood, 

Kent TN12 6UD 

Telephone (089 283) 3056 for more details 



lAEON~ ^EON COMPUTER CONSULTANTS 
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COMPUTER CONSULTANTS SYSTEMS SUPPLIES & TRAINING 



ur professional & friendly service for all your 
computing requirements! 

Full range of software & peripherals 

Computer Systems 

Networked Systems -^j 

Supplies 

Repaire Service 

Installation 

Maintenance Contracts 

(Sample prices ex VAT:) 

'8256 £339.00 

B512 £439.00 

;W9512 cw "Locoscript II" + high quality, 
wide carriage daisywheel printer ...£479.00 

liport. Educational & Official pruchase orders welcome. 



46 Christchurch Road, Oxton, WIrral. L43 5SF 

Tel: 051 652 9196/7 

Telex: 265871 MONREF G Quote 

Ref : 72 MAG50053 




TiUi Market, Fareham, 

Hampsidre, PO160LB 

Telephone Fareham 

(0329)239953-236727 



Open tiie txxrtt to a new woki j> or 

COMPUTING AND COMPATIBILITV. 

Let TIMATIC solve y<xjr orammNG problems. 
wrru ous LtxoR rahce of hariiwake and softwarb. 

WS MAY BE ABLE TO IXSKJN CUSTO.U SOEHrWARE OR 
HARDWAAE TO SUIT YOU* SfEQAL NEEDS, WlOiTlIER 
VOUR NIED IS FCfl A SIMPLE ACCY}UN1^ PROGRAM OS 
A S0PKIsnCATE]5 IMTA COMfERSiON SYSTLM. 

TIMATIC CAN HELP TO MAKJK YOUK 

REQUIRKMKNT A REAI.ITV. 



c^So 




UntForm-PC 

Do yat itfiri toxu b CRM oi non-GM 0uid«d M&DOS disMe^ in yea 0^ PC cf compMMt? 
Voy c*n, and ywr PC wwil faw*' the ddTaronca. UnlFnrm-PC is nd ju« mxthm H^ copy uuily. h nwiks wrih you compmer id 
jTBfc* yctf CP/M (isks appH u if Iv^ are in DOS tarniai. Sded ths dsjuita lomat jou want (mm Ch« UnlFortit-FC menu 
Sy using lAmtUj [X>Sa3ni(TundiyDuca.n(isplaydiredorwE,o[>^fto,rTukQtNaCP/We^sM&ywr id^tkiw. in FactHychngi 
jrouwxikldbwiili ■ 005 dskdl*. You can alskimiai blank dsi^e&tnt}Hkim^D(yaifcli<x».IJ'nFoini-PC sti^SfArl^hunctKls 
di popbiv d-skdie 'kvrnal^ on 3, 3.^ S25 anJ fi rch mada. 

F«Sluns> UnlForm-PCdllow»CP.'Md5keRHlo«](war»DO£di5k4i« TNsatomyajtornaxifxtde^aoriCF/MlorTnJii 
cfskeFl«s TNth lirrtTitf DOS conrriafids arid ^Iso ^uppciH^ M&DOS h^rmdl; cither ihsi ih« IBM sl^rKta^d. Support is (7i»id«i la 
48 TPI. «i TPl^ e iv^. Md IS n^ cHdt dives inducing ihe n^v IBM PEHSOhUL SYSTEM2 WKJ ApFlCQt 1.4 Megab,l# tom^ 
Any UntFofm^PC vf*iw^mssiag« appear in a non deflnjcitv© iMndow na* ihacerirst^ the v«vi Ativ rsactng ih§ nwssage, 
k single ksysHt^ vti er»« lh« me&u^ and rssbve ihft si:r«n lo ri$ ongmii ccn^km. Un^orm-PC wl anarraik^ dspJar^ 
il tondK that can ba HiFfsortscf wih Um typm d ttiws ivalatto on lh« conpuiflf And alowa. a dd jui lomwl to be 9tf, w ltn;M 
it b^ wjioniadica^ KEMe 'Sadi lim ih» systwv darts up. VAhh imsd wih UnlDcii, aQow your CQnipvl9 to atin CFVM pnigrams 
mihoul 4dcitionAl han^A»«. 

DISK DRIVE COMPATIBILITY 

rmic Sf^xm an lUe lo crter ite lokAon b your dish canp^ibj^ piobtsmsL I you rwed b upgrade K) a nwr irocfiirH or i 

y<DU need to bwig ccnpalaM^ b youf exislvig rrudwe we ixnJki Have ths inswsr br jou. 

With our QxtenshA ranga of acti on dik dives and speaal nvltilonnac scftwafa yoU' wl bs at/0 to imp fOM wiitQ daLb and 

trm^flT ^to xf( (xmd over 300 jnadw«&. 

lyouhavadtlerenl pj^ystc^faeddisl: dives co your ensting machines. Our optiorval addondskconrjolarviA alow you bcorvMcl 

eidrfi dsh dnvfls, mfrxti can be arry aze from 3inch. to 6indi. I you have a PCVi ws can supptp' an a±j en 5 1^4 h chk d^vs b 

iHdw you b trsisJer dr«d^ b dn' £M or yw coi^ JK one of cur 3 in drN«£ b your CM. Eihar my w are able b gotvt your 

Dcni(Htit)i% pfoblcTTB vd afew you b ^ei mom use out d ywr machines. 



UnlDos 

Save your mvestnieiii in 4 bl CFVhT program and daiabsses Have the banefiis of a DOS conpuler wtt Us tasltf and more ood «il4diva dilt 
3h7^ a(^ stf run your 9aM^4 CP:^ program^. With UnlDoi you can creat« a oompltle Z90 CP4^ version 22 QompalMa tfivnyneri en 
ycur 6M PC or oompaflptte Vow prrigfims vi4 va know the cWarencs IJwig UnlDoi is easy. Imtaie Ihe wteo fflnmiaf d your dwic* wi 
Sinn^ menu Mtedcn. Copy your CPiW progfamsonto you IBM PC or oon^tile ijysing UniFwin-PC or whatever msans you have avaUb^, 
(tfi^iw COM Fks b) C-PM liles, and Ihai's I Ho program n»dilical»ns are nec«ury UnlOoi mU aulomafcaHy taJke over whmever yoj mrt 
lo mn a CPtM program There are no eilra fTEps rivdvod 

Wam more spud? UnlDos vnfl suf:^ a V2i!y cr V30 pote^scr ctiip I you hav« cr^. or, use ou (ugh speed 2fi0 card 
(a \Aii rth no wait slaies}, and jwr program wtl nrn iwi» as lad as Eh^ Hotitd en ma&J CPW ajTwr*? 

CompaliCard 

Ar« choigpig 'standsds' Fcr dslcsnes causing data ndiange pfoUems for you? CoflfipatlCard can gn« you t« dsKdi^ imarharK^tity ycu 
rmd. Js^ Comp^lCvd ycu can aftadi 3.5 xKh, a^ nch (4flTPI. 96TPI. 1 .2 M] ^h c^pacdy) and fi irch disk drves b your onipijtar. 
CompallCard is a vsrs^itd rbfipy dsfc contrcfcr canf ihti can be uwd as a drad replac«med la th« ^andard KM rbpp^ dsX oomnhr n 
ih« PC a^ XT . CompallCanI can also b« used as a sAxntary ccmrdler m the IBM AT and m PCs thai have an easting lloppy dsk contniv, 
ConpdllCaiJ alwrs ftu lo comecf any d the above nKrtionect types tf dst dives to your compuiet. When you ndaH Compel ICspd wih 
UnForm-PC, you «d bi ^4a b us« dtsk«i« m hundreds d DOS vid CP/I^ brma^ [ctin#i% war ^ 



THE TIMATIC INTERCHANGE RANGE 




II 



wxh AnutTMJ I>rii« B: 

1/2 itdi 7201C Utive 
ir^ Kb I AM l>iva 
1,12 Kb I.^MDnva 
1/4 t01>k Diivc 
1/4 tOT^k Diivc 
1/4 I 2M Dii«c 
1/4 IJM[>ive 
iich l.ZMIXiire 



(iiiLtmtl) 
(utoni^ 

<(3l9Ii«D 

(eusnkl) 



£149.00 
n99.0£) 
£]e9.00 

cm 00 
tmxio 

£229 jOO 
£149 J» 
£179 JOO 

£329 00 ^^ ^^ Dstve piiccs an abovn wilboiu UiufDrm-PC 
PkAse idd 1 J'A VAT to aU the above ^cea. 



Uniform 'PC 

UriDos 

UniDosZSO 

MatchMaker 

MaichPobt 

CompaLiCanJ 



£^.55 

£50.55 

£122 JO 

£108.33 

£122,70 

£122,70 



IN ADDFnON TO TIIE HARDWARE LISTED WE AR£ ABLE TO QUOTE FOR SPECIAL DRIVE AND 
SOFTWARE CONFIGURATION WHEN WE HAVE YOUK SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 




SCREEN, PAPER AND 
THE LEPER'S SQUINT 



The great unsolved mystery 
of word processing (one of 
the most baffling and 
sinister cases, Watson, ttiat 1 tiave 
encountered) is, why does it 
always lool< more convincing 
before you print it out? Somewhere 
between the screen and the paper, 
flawless -looking prose breaks out 
in horrid eruptions of typing errors, 
spelling mistakes and general 
infelicity. One interesting theory is 
that all printers contain devilish 
virus programs which not only 
pervert your text but transmit the 
changes back along the cable to 
your word processor's memory and 
disks. This idea, however, is 
obviously not paranoid enough to 
explain the reality. 

But seriously... 

Here are some slightly more 
plausible thoughts. 

Theory number two: even the 
superlatively wonderful Amstrad 
PCW screen, so much clearer than 
rotten old 256-colour ultra-high- 
resotution IBM VGA displays (he 
said with bitter irony), Is not 100% 
easy on the eye. Even a mild visual 
fatigue that you don't actually 
notice can take its toll. Perhaps 
we're subliminally repelled, and 
tend to scan on-screen text less 
attentively than a piece of paper. (I 
know proofreaders who are much 
less attentive than a piece of paper, 
but this is a digression.) 

Theory number three is 
deeply psychological. We do seem 
to put a ridiculous trust In computer 
infallibility (When did you last 
check all the figures in a bank 
statement? In a recent fit of 
curiosity, Ansible Information found 
that although the arithmetic was 
OK, the bank had lost the entire 
contents of one account, put us in 
the red by debiting a cheque to the 
wrong name, and imposed a 
mysterious charge of several 
hundred pounds labelled CHEQUE 
BOOK, Take a bow, NatWest!) All 
those glamorously glowing, hi-tech 
letters on the screen look somehow 
convincing and inarguabte and 
right, until they reach the paper... 

Theory number four just 
complements number three: this 
fast-lane world is so full of silly 
words, and stupid acronyms that 



look like misspellings, that those 
exposed to it become more tolerant 
of apparent mistakes in a computer 
context. Everyone who writes about 
programs sooner or later adds the 
non-word COM to their spelling- 
check dictionary, since otherwise 
every mention of PIP.COM or 
whatever will make the checker go 
tut-tut. This is fine until you mistype 
"con " or leave off the end of "come", 
and the spelling checker doesn't 
object. As you add more of 
computing's two- and three-letter 
jargon words and acronyms, there's 
an increasing chance that any short 
mistyping will correspond to a non- 
word and be passed as OK. (I 
spent ages wondering how the 
obscure formation RG had wormed 
its way into a spelling checker. It 
turned out to be part of my 
postcode.) 

Theory number tive is vaguely 
related to number two, and 
suggests that the problem is that of 
the Leper's Squint. This tasteful 
domestic appliance was essentially 
a peephole in the thick wall of a 
mediaeval church or Great Hall, 
through which the afflicted were 
allowed to peer at the fun goings- 
on within... a precursor of breakfast 
television. Reading a big document 
on any word processor has 
something of the same tunnel- 
vision quality. Loco Script 
aggravates this problem because 
the Leper's Squint is narrower than 
It need be - experienced users 
can't turn off the menu information 
and use the whole screen for text. 
The limited vista plus the slow 
shuffling of pages on and off the 
disk gives you all the more 
opportunity to forget the details of 
page 3 by the time you see page 6, 
and to use your favourite words 
"concatenation", "molytxlenum" and 
'gleet " too often, too close together. 

The boring bits 

How do you avoid or at least 
reduce the disappointment of 
finding your print-out less wonderful 
than the display's glowing prose? I 
hate to admit it, but there's no 
magic answer. 

Spelling checkers weed out 
many typing calamities, but have 
their limitations as above. "Style 
checkers" also exist, but tend to 




concentrate on the red herring of 
complexity as measured by word 
and sentence lengths, (They also 
tend to be lazily programmed, so 
you have to muck around 
converting LocoScript text to ASCII 
files, etc.) Ultimately, you need to 
read the whole text through as 
slowly as possible, as often as 
possible. 

A critical read-through at your 
normal speed is just part of the 
process. A second and very stow 
read is a frightful bore, but throws 
dodgy phrases into high relief; if 
you work alone, it helps to move 
your lips (shudder, shudder), 
subvocalize or even recite the 
whole thing loudly. There are plenty 
of phrases, especially in fictional 
conversation, which at first glance 
look all right but can't be read 
aloud without exposing flaws. In a 
recent bad SF novel, someone 
shouts, "Sustained nullification on a 
huge scale might be beyond 
nature's ability to counteract!" The 
sentence is grammatical, just. But 



try shouting it. 

W.H.Auden suggested the 
severest critical test of all, 
absolutely guaranteed to expose 
any stylistic flaw. The method is 
however only suitable for poets 
who aren't word -processor addicts, 
since it consists of writing out the 
whole thing again in longhand. 
Think about that, but not too hard. 

Every which way 

More realistically, proofreaders 
sometimes look for misprints by 
reading in a way which kills logical 
sense and continuity, so that the 
mind doesn't treacherously make 
use of the context to correct lapses 
without even noticing them. I tried 
reading this very article in two such 
ways - backwards line by line, and 
backwards word by word - and can 
report that it's extremely boring. 
{Didn't even find any satanic 
messages.) 

Style prose one's on effect bad 
a have itself could technique this 
using whether know don't I.... nji 



8000 PLUS 49 



Customers outside UK deduct 13% from prices quoted. 



Tel: 01-567 7313 Fax; 01-578 2352 
Telex: 947838 



Your One-Stop Shopping Centre 



HARDWARE PCW 



FREE! FREE! FREE! 

MINI OFFICE f'^"^ 

PROFESSIONAL 4*1 r=4 Sollware 

with every porch»»e of i Computer 

LARGE STOCK AVAILABLEI 

PHONE NOW » BOOK YOURS! 

PCW 8258 _ E3B7 39 

PCW 9512 £498,39 

PCW 9512 ESSS.SS 

Additional Disk Onva lot PCWB256'9512 £137.00 

Modem „ £99,95 

RS232 Interface : £57.85 

8255 Memory Upgrade .,.,....»..„,„.,., P.O.A 



SOFTWARE 



PART EXCHANGE 



Trade in your old PCW 8256/8512 tor PCI 512 
Of 1640 Call for prices 



3" DISK DRIVE CLEANING KIT 
Now available £9.20 each 



LEISURE FOR YOUR PCW 



CyrussCnei55 II £14.00 

Ti"ip & Magic £14,00 

Fia- igtti , _...,. £1 3,00 

B^age Pla,yef ,...,.. , £18.00 

Leathef Goddesses , £20.00 

Head Ouer Heels £14.95 

Enchanter ....£20.00 

MaictTday II .,.., £14.95 

Ballyhoo £20,00 

Scrabble Oelune £20.00 

Hitchhikers Guide £20.00 

Tomahawk „ ...,..,...„...„„„.„. £20.00 

Sorcerer _ £22.00 

KnighiOrc £19,95 

Steele Davis Snooker £13,50 

Strike Force Hornet .£19,95 

Jmjter £24.95 



AMX MOUSE WITH DESKTOP 

Graphic f-oni Ef*d — Desk Diaiy. Phone Address. Book - 
Memooad C57 50 



LISTING PAPER & LABELS 



PCW DESKTOP PUBLISHING 



Fleet Street Eauor Plus £46.00 

Electric Skidio - Mewsoeak International , £38,52 

The Daiabaso Publisher (Software) £S3.00 

Datatjase Destttop Publisher [with AMX f^4ouseJ £59.80 

2000 stieets 1 ) " X 14,5" tptfiOgsm £15,50 

1000 sheets ir i 95- 2plOTC £16,95 

2000 sheets It" « 95' tptOOgsm £13.49 

1 000 sheets 1 1 ■ n 95" 2p[ t^CR £22, 1 6 

2000 sheets A4 Size ipt. 709sm Micro Pert £16,95 

1000 sheets A4 Size Ipt, asgsm Micro Pert £10.95 

LABELS 1 across 2 across 

2000 3' ;■ « 1 ,■ iG- £8.95* £9.20 

2000 3> ?■ « 1t( n" £1 1 .74 £1 1 ,94 

2000 4" B I; It- £9,53- £9.65 

2000 4- 1! 1 n IG" £t3.00 £12,72 

flvailatjie in Blue, Yellow, Pink, Green (£l extra) 
OTHER SIZES ARE AVAILABLE 



DISC STORAGE 



BOX CLEVER and protecl 
yOiir disks with ihese high quality 
perspex. lockable slorage boKes 
Holds 20- 3- Disks & Cases 

AMS 20L £9.95 




, „ , . ACCOUNTING 

Sage Popular Accounts £84.95 

Sage Payroll £59.45 

Sage Invoice Stock Comrol £59.45 

Sage Accounls Plus £127.45 

Camsolt Invoice.'Stock/'Sates tedger £79.96 

Camsolt Payioll £39,96 

MAP Integrated Ei 19.20 

Sandpiper Accouniing System Ei 20.00 

WORDPROCESSING 

Locomail £31.96 

LocOSpell tor Locoscript II or 16 £19,50 

NevnWoidll £55.96 

Locospeii t Locoscnpi It . £32.50 

Protexr £63. 1 6 

Tasword 8000 . £20,40 



STOP PRESS 



DESKTOP PUBLISHING 

13 Fonts, Clip An, Typesetting, Cut & Pasteup, 
Graphic Design 

NEW IN!! £34.50 

STOP PRESS + AMX MOUSE £69.00 



I Locoscnpi 2 



E23,00| 



Amor Prospell ,,.., , ,,£23.98 



SPREADSHEET 



AmsofI Supercalc II 
Newstar Cracker II ,. 



,.£34,50 
,.£34,50 



^„ „ DATABASE 

dBase t( 

Oataslore II 

Canton Cardboi 

Sage Retrieve 

Camsolt Cambasfi II ,,.„ 

TAS 

Amsofi Micro(ile..'Microv«ord 

Sage Magic Fitet 

Masleriile BOOO 

GRAPHICS 

DB Draw 

DR Graph 

Electnc Studio Lightpen 

Electnc Studio Mouse Set „.. .... 

Electnc Studio Video Digiiiser 



....£79.00 
,.,.£32,50 
...,£47,92 
,...£48.30 
,,..£34 50 
,,£101.95 
...£39.95 
,.., £55.99 
,..,£47,50 



,.„ £39.96 

,..,£39.96 

,.., £64.00 

£114.00 

,,.,£92,50 



PCW COMMUNICATION 

Sage E Mail ,,,, 

Sage Viewdata „. 

Sage Combo (E4V) 

Sage ChuChat (E&V) includes Moden 

LANGUAGES 

French Mistress Kosmos 

German Master Kosmos .„....,,,.,„.,., 

Spanish Tutor Kosmos 

Ilalian Tutor Kosmos 



... £59,95 

,,.,£59,95 
, .£84,99 
£209.00 



TIDY UP PROTECT 




£16-95 



-WPTK 
MAINS 
FOUR GANG 
SURGE PROTECTOR 



DATABASE MASTERPACK £69.00 



Mini Office /^a 

PROFESSIONAL W 

Very successluS with many new features 
Consists of Five separate progtams — 

■ WoidpTOcessor ' Database ' Spreadsheet 

■ Graphics ' Communications tnieractrve 
Our price £22.00 



„E169S 
,£1695 
£16 95 
£16,95 



SPECIAL OFFERS on Typing Tutors 



lansysi Crash Typ;ng , 

tansysi Two Ffngers Touch Typing 



.£19,50 
.£19,50 



PCW9512 Daisywheets E5.80 
Many Typestyles 



DIGITA C^r-* 

INTERNATIONAL '"9" "=• 

' Business ConltoJler — for eomplele aooouniing lo 

finance;! uia'i'- rig £95.00 

" Pataslore II Database £32 20 

' Supertype/n Locoscript II compatible} -. £19.50 

■ Personal Tax Planner — calculate your income taxes. 
Ideal for Accountants ..,..„.. ,., £23,95 

Advanced Amslrad Basic iLocom) £12.95 

Amstiaa 8256 8512 More Woidprocessing £9,95 

Amsirad CP.'M Plus „ £12,95 

Amstrad CommsCPC PCW Ranges _ £8 95 

Amstiad Companion I Mai lard I £7,95 

Amstrad Word Piocessing'PCW 8256 £8,95 

An Inlroducton CP.'M Plus on AmstradS - £7.95 

Got StarieO Amsirad PCW 8256 8512 E7.95 

Introducing AmsiraO CPA Ass Lang .,...,„ £9,95 

Maslenng Amsltad PCW 8256 8512 £8 95 

Praciical Releience GuideW-Pro, Amstrad 8256 E5,95 

Practical Amsnad Word Processing £7.95 



\ Low Prices! 



RIBBONS 



0MP1 £3 90 

PCWe256a512 £4.45. 

PCW8256 8512 Red or Blue £5.45 . 

PCWe256S512Carbon £5.45. 

DMP 2000,'3000 £4.45, 

PCW9512 £3,85 



.£3^fo 

,.£3.85 

£4.85 

„E4,85 

,.£3.85 
,,£3,75 



COPYHOLDER 



■ AO|usiaDle 

■ Desk Clamping 

■ VersatHQ 

* Convenienc 

Orrly £18.50 




3" AMSTRAD DISCS 



CFa 

5 £12,95 

10 £23,95 

20 £49,00 

CF2-DD 

nc^f^ 5 £29,00' 

^'^ * 10 £4995 

^JSSJR. 20 £8900 

PCW 9512 (3 piece) £12,45 

PCW 8256 (8512 3 piece) £11 ,45 

PC 1640 (2 piece) E950 

PCi512(2piece) £8,50 

OMP 2000,'3000 E4 SO 

DMP 4000 „., E5,50 




DUST COVERS 



You order by 3pm We despatch by 4pm 



Overseas customers deduct 13% from prices quotedl 




Kavin Computer Supplies (Dept 8000) 
106 Soutii Ealing Road 
Ealing, London W5 4QL 
PRICES INCLUDE VAT 
CALLERS WELCOME 



Ofliciai Orders Welcome trom PLC, Government A Fducationai Lstaoi'Si^ 
Ail ptoducis covered by KCS Guarantee 



Mail Order + Export Hot Line phone 01-567-7313 

Telex 947838 GEEWS Dept KCS All prices include VAT 

[ PSP Charges — Ribbons 25p each -i 

CompulecLislingPaperESOOpetboi I ^■■^■ 
All other items 50p eech Maximum £7 50 J ONLY 



CPU 



Every month it seems there's a tipoff using 
SID which tweaks one of your programs to 
make it do something special. What is this 
strange piece of magic? In fact SID is one of 
CP/M's most powerful yet least-understood 
utilities. Want to know whafs going on in 
ihose clever iittle tips to reverse the screen in 
LocoScript or make discs which can take 
more than 64 files on them? Read on... 



Y 



ou can use SID to examine the contents of 
programs and change any parts you like. This 
means that you can add a routine in here to reverse 
the screen in LocoScript, or change a bit of code there to 
make DISCKIT format discs which can hold more than 64 
entries. However, unless you're the sort of person that can 
i<nocl< up 8080 assembler routines for RSXs to intercept all 
BDOS calls, finding out tow to do this - what to change the 
code from and to - is tricky. But even the most 
progfamming-dyslexic PCW user can use SID to change 
text messages in any program - LocoScript, CP/IVI. BASIC, 
whatever you like. 

Suppose you use LocoScript exclusively to write letters 
to your Aunt Maud: instead of having LocoScript suggest 
DOCUMENT.OOO and suchlike as a document name every 
lime, it would be nice to have all your documents start off as 
AUNTIvlAUD.OOO to save renaming time. You can do this by 
using SID to display the contents of the program for you. 
When you see DOCUI^ENT.OOO in the program, you 
overwrite DOCUMENT with AUNTMAUD and save the new 
version; it's as straightforward as that. 

Generally, you need to alter the name of the message 
you usually type to get the program running plus .COIVI - 
SC2.COM for SuperCalc, for instance. For LocoScript and 
CPM though, both of which start up by themselves, the 
names are J(something)LOCO.EMS and 
J(somethlng)CPM3.EMS - you can see what the something 
is for your versions by looking at a directory. For LocoScript 
1 it will probably be J20LOCO.EMS (If it doesn't appear on 
your Loco startup disc, show if using the [f8] options for 
'hidden' files). 

First run up CP/M and take a copy of your Loco startup 
disc on a fresh disc using DISCKIT. When you've done that, 
insert your CP/M disc [side 2 on 8000s) into the drive and 
copy PIP to the memory with p I F m : - a : p i p . . ck followed 
by M: to switch the M: drive - what follows will be quicker if 
you work In the memory rather than from disc. Then copy 
SET to the memory with pip m:=a: set. com then copy SID 
with Pit M I =.=i: SET.coM (on 8000s you'll have to insert side 
3 of your systems discs for SID), if using certain programs 
you will need to insert the work disc and set the file youTe 
altering to directory {ie. not hidden or system) and read-write 
(in case it's read-only) by typing set a: (filename) 
uDiR, RW] . You don't really need to do this for LocoScriptI 
but you may do for other programs. 

Getting to grips 

Now the fun begins. With the Loco copy disc in the drive, 
type ;-;; [RETURN]. You're now inside SlD's command 
mode, and it will respond to commands you type in at Its f 
prompt. If SID doesn't understand your command you get a 
quizzical ? reply and no harm is done to any file you're 
working on. 

First you want to read the file to be edited into the 
working memory. The command for this is k followed 
immediately (no spaces or anything) by the name of the file, 
for example ra:J20loco.emsIRETURN]. Up comes a 
message like NEXT msize PC EtJL plus some figures. 

Press D (for 'dump') - you see a table of digits come up 



SID'S NOT 
VICIOUS 

Customise your programs with your power 
packed debugger 



i 



CP/« 3 Sit - Version 3.6 B 

«ra;ja01oco.e«£ 

HEXI MS2E PC END 

Bioo Bloo oiee dmt 

HA 

OieO; 3E 84 63 Fl 31 00 ©2 11 04 40 01 00 04 ED BO 3| >...!.... 

0110! 81 D3 Fl 3E 88 D3 F3 21 0« 06 U OO CO 01 EO OF ...>.,.!. 

0120; ED Be 21 EO CF U El CF 61 IF 30 36 §0 ED BO 21 ..\. ....,.' 

0130; EO IS 11 08 06 01 70 6B ED BO 3E 86 D3 FS 3E 87 ., . . ..gk. .). . . 

0140; D3 F3 21 *© 06 11 40 M 01 70 6B ED BO 21 BO EF ,.!...§. ,pk. .! 

eiSO: 1 Bl EF 01 4F 10 36 00 ED BO 3E 82 D3 U 3E 83 . . . .0.6. . .>, .. 

0160; D F3 21 flF flC 11 6F F(i 01 DO 1 ED B8 21 70 Fft . . ! ...o. . . . ..! 

0170; 11 71 Ffl 01 3F 01 36 00 ED BO 2 88 00 11 OO « .q,.?.e. . , !.. . 

0180; SS 00 ED BO C3 00 40 21 SO 81 11 00 00 01 9© .0. .. . .lifP.. , . 

0190; 14 ED BO 01 BF OS 21 30 14 11 3 14 36 00 ED BO ....o. !..... 6, 

OlflO; 01 3F 00 21 40 00 11 41 00 36 00 ED BO 3E 94 D3 ,?.!e. .ft.B, . .> 

OIBO; F2 3E 8S D3 F3 21 00 80 11 00 38 01 00 04 B) BO ,)...!,.. .8. , . 
ttl 



A Calling up SID and starting lo list the conienis of Loco 1 



with numbers at the left. The digits in the middle are the guts 
of LocoScript - the hexadecimal 'machine code' your PCW 
understands. Whatever language a program is written in - 
BASIC. Pascal, assembler - the instructions you write 
eventually get converted to these digits. By themselves 
they're completely incomprehensible, so SID puts the ASCII 
representation for you on the right hand side - most of the 
time this is just squiggly nonsense but text in the program is 
shown as text here. So you're looking through the program 
until DOCUf^ENTOOO appears in the right hand side. 

The numbers on the left start at c . ... j and are called 
address numbers; for once this computer jargon is sensible. 
They're just like addresses in a street, and you can thinf( of 
your program as a long street, a collection of 'bits' - single- 
character or one- number instructions - each of which sits in 
a numbered address in the street. The first address is 
always 01 00 and the last varies depending on the length of 
the program. 



1700; 20 20 6B 00 6C 63 6D 62 GF 20 66 68 6C 6S 73 00 k.linbo f «. 

.710; 20 68 63 64 64 65 6E 20 20 00 20 6C 63 6D 62 6F hidden . nbo 

720: 00 6B 20 20 20 20 20 00 48 00 S2 00 20 6E 6F 74 ,k .H.R. not 

730: 20 66 B9 74 74 65 64 20 00 20 6S 6D 70 74 73 20 fitted . eMptjJ 

1740: 20 20 20 20 20 OO 20 G7 72 6F 7S 70 20 00 44 4F . group .DO 

750 ; 43 SS 4D 4S 4E S4 30 30 30 44 69 73 6 20 4D 61 CUNENTOOODisc Ma 

;7G0; 6E 61 67 6S 72 00 45 72 61 73 6S 3E ft SS 72 6S nager, Erase. . .re 

.770; 6E 61 6D 6S 9E AB 8S 72 65 63 £F 76 6 IE 20 SE lujie... recover f 

.780; 72 6F 6D 20 4C 68 GD 62 EF 00 72 6S 6E 61 BD 6S rM LmbD.reiUMe 

.790; 20 47 72 6F 7S 70 00 72 ES BE 61 6D 6S 20 44 69 Crom.renMe Di 

.7flO; 73 63 00 20 4E 61 6D GS 3ft 00 4F 6C 64 9E 03 8S sc. Ha«e;.01dj^. 

7B0; 4E GS 77 9E 03 8S 47 72 GF 7S 70 3fl 00 44 72 69 Hew. . .Groups.fc-i 

' 74E^ -AimiHAW 
17S6 W . 



A Ail - [here's DOCUMENTOM! The 'D' is at address 1 74E. hence the Substitution fnooedure 



Press u again and another batch of digits come up. Keep 
pressing : and the next batch keeps coming up. You'll see 
the opening messages of LocoScript appearing around 
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Hex wise 

Hexadecimal is oneol ttiose 
dreadlul number-tiases whose 
pfimaiy use is lo wnie school 
mattiemaiics problems. For 
lechnical reasons computer 
programs work in this tiase 16. 
Pfogrammere iherelore counr 

0.1 8,9AB,C.D.£.F,10.11.12. 

, and so on. So 22. 30. E5. FF 
etcarealHegrtiirtaiehex 
numbers, and they're never 
wtial they appear - B' in hex is 
aciijall^eloven.'22'intieiis 
aciually Itrifty-loijr. ete. 



address 04C0. If you add an address, ie. dsooo, SID will list 
the chunk of program on and after that address. There's no 
quick way of finding the text you're looking for - all you can 
do is keep pressing v until the phrase DOCUI^ENT.OOO 
appears. This will probably be around the address 1700 (so 
have a look there with ri .'on. 

Now you have to work out the address of the D of 
DOCUMENT'. Find the line in which it occurs; suppose this 
line begins 1 740. Start at 1 740 and count (in hex, sorry) 
along the middle row and right-hand row together until you 
get to the 'D'. If the 'D' is last-but-one on the right-hand side, 
your counting goes t740,1741.1742 ,,., 
1 749,1 74A,1 74B,1 74C,174D,1 74E. The address of the letter 
•D' is therefore 174E, If the address figure on the far left 
ends in 0, then the address of the letter at the extreme right 
of the right-hand column ends in 'F', 



mm 

111 I i 1 1! 1 1 '" '^ '^ ^' '^ '' '^ '^ ^^ ^ ^i^^'W^. 

17401 26 ae 26 £0 30 W M 67 72 6F 7S 70 20 00 41 SS 



iHl ^iP^ ^Jf MiaifMI 



II§^ II II 65 a§ SC 69 §5 il GF 00 7| G| GE 61 6D GS rgS'ii^b^f^^^I^i 



iuaiJBOlocD.ensi 



A Cliectiing it's worked - yes looks OK. so save ii 



Three little 
letters 

SID was deveKiped from a 
program called Dynamic 
DetKjgging Tool, or DDT lor 
short (w«il, 11 kills bugs, after 
all). Tha altemalm name SID 
o« 'Symbolic inslruction 
debugger' was proposed for the 
improved version. RegreltaWy. 
sanity prevailed. 



It figures 

The command to substitute something for what's currently 
stored at an address is ;; plus the address. So, to write 
■AUNTIvlAUD' over 'DOCUMENr, type after the # prompt 
Si7.;i.;, SID responds by whting the address. 174E, and the 
figure 44 (as this is hex. this is pronounced 'sixty-eighf - the 
ASCII code for D). This is the machine's code for D. and 
should be the same as the figure in the middle table 
corresponding to the D' in the right hand table. 

Now type in "Ai-rj-rMAii;:- followed immedialely by 
[RETURN], The quote mark at the beginning tells SID that 
you're substituting text (rather than code which you type 
straight in). The important thing is that the text you substitute 
must only replace text - if you overwrite some of that code, 
you're program will almost certainly crash, ie, stop working 
irrevocably somewhere, when you use it. So when replacing 
text, always make the substituting and substituted text the 
same lengths. (If the substituting text is shorter, pad it out 
with spaces. If you substitute, say 'DOCUMENT' with 
'MAUD' there's no harm done but then you'd get 
'I^AUDMENT' as your document names). 



SID gives you another address - it's expecting you to 
substitute some more. If you've typed in exactly eight letters 
the address you see should be 1755, You don't want to 
substitute more text, so type a full stop (no quote mark!) and 
SID'S « prompt returns. If you now type D1700[RETURN] 
you should see the new version of this chunk of program 
with your amendments. 

You can carry on examining the program with :> and 
substituting with s to your heart's content. When you wish to 
save your handiwork, type w plus the name of the program - 
here wa: J20LCco.eks[RETURN), After a few seconds you 
get the s prompt again and you can exit back to CP/M's a> 
prompt with [STOP], 

Proof of the pudding 

Now the new J20etc. file is on your startup copy disc. Hold 
your breath, remove the disc, press [SHIFT][EXTRA)[EXIT] 
and reinsert it. If all's gone well your Aunt l^/laud special 
LocoScript should start up as usual except that all 
documents will Initially be called AUNTMAUD.OOO. 
AUNTMAUD.0Q1 and SO on, numbered automatically for 
you. 

It something's gone wrong (if you get a 'file checksum 
error' or similar) you've just got your counting wrong 
somewhere; all you can really do is make a new copy disc 
and start the whole thing again. 

Experienced programmers might see this as a 
prostitution of SID's powers, but rewriting text in any 
program is fun and a taste of what 'real' hacking is all about. 
You can adapt this for any program you like - CP/lvl, BASIC. 
SuperCalc 2. Mini Office; the phnciples are always the same 
as above. Just use the d and s commands and a/ivays work 
with expendable copiesi 
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SID'S serious side 



SID stands for 'symbolic Inslructior) debugger'. 
What? Well, it's a very powerful utility that 
programmers use (not BASIC users, you understand 
- we're talking serious programming here) for 
debugging programs, ie. finding out why a program 
isn't behaving as it should. Imagine you're writing a 
BASIC program to organise your accounts; 
untortunately there's a bug and your balant:e keeps 
coming out at ^4 million in the red. Debugging this is 
relatively simple; you can press [STOP] at any point 
in the program, type print balance « of any other 
variable and get the value of that variable at that point 
in the program. By running the program a few times, 
pressing [STOP] at appropriate places and printing 
the value of balance%, you can worit out where in the 
program things twgin to go wrong. Alternatively you 



can look at the listing and figure out where the 
problem is. 

But what aljout the same program written 
■property' in assembler? Assembler consists of one- 
line mnemonics' like ld bl, i and peish de- 
obviously it's no! as easy to figure out what's going 
on as it is in a BASIC statement like 

balance %=ineoine*-e!^iense3%. Also, you can't just 

press [STOP] and look at the registers (the PCW's 
'notepad') to find out what's happening as the values 
change thousands of times a second. 

Enter SID. With this you can insert 'breakpoints', 
ie. at a crucial point in the program you put the 
equivalent of a [STOP] into the program itself; you 
then run it, the program stops at the right bit. and you 
can examine the contents of the registers. SID also 



can display the contents of a program so you can see 
what's going on, and you can even edit individual 
parts ot the program and write the new version to 
disc. A variety of tracing functions allow programmers 
to monitor the happenings of their program between 
this part and that part to see, for example, how often 
this bit of the memory is used compared to that one, 
to understand why and how their program is 
misbehaving. 

And why do people program in assembler if it's so 
hard? Good question. Such programs are much faster 
and more efficient than BASIC, and can do cleverer 
things like play around with the screen and obscure 
parts of the memory. You can even write assembler 
programs to let you switch immediately between 
CPiM, LocoScript and back at the (ouch of a button! 
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COMPUTER 
REPAIRS 



AMSTRAD 

We repair Amstrad models 464, 664. 61 28, 8256, 
8512. PCI 51 2 and Amstrad Monitors. 
All repairs carry a 3 month warranty. 

PHONE US NOW FOR DETAILS 



SURE DATA 



TELEPHONE: 01-902 5218 



DEPT+, UNIT6 
STANLEY HOUSE 
STANLEY AVENUE 
WEMBLEY, MIDDX HAO 4JB. 



SIGNWRITER/ 



instant display lettering £49.95 
from a dot-matrix printer (pcw version) 

* Sharp characters, any size 

* Signs printed across or down the page 

* Sign revision and powerful formatting capabilities 

* Computer-aided design of logos, symbols 

* 20 extra fonts (ES.TS each plus disk): 

Fair -C«/Shoi» Sbtiii Also: 

From Lhe publisher LABELWRITER lor raultif* labels 

WIGHT SCIENTIFIC PAPERBASE De Luxe for biNiogrjpbies 

H Roan StreeL London SE!0 ?IT POSTGRAPH for [dotting graphs 

1011 8S8 2699 OXSTAT for itatisiki 

TWs advenisemenl was primed Ail -site with ItDH SIGNWRITER 



niLkUlltUIH 

Computer Supplies Ltd. 0707 52698(5 lines) 

r^lTIViri I W ■rilf^rir y-^rr^ iMn,i\/ir\i iah v . 



5 10 20 



CF2 '^SIsV^gUALLY ■ ,2,50 22,90 45.50 



Printer Ribbons 



Computer Paper 



;)icJ. micro pert edges 

Weight IDOU's Price per boK 

gsm pertwibox Sbxs Sbis 

60 2000 M.50 13.90 52.90 

60 1000 9,50 - 

80 2000 19.76 18.10 16,75 

80 IQOO 11,90 - 



Price {£) per Ribbon 2 6 1 2 Roln tanfoid, micro pert edges 

*m*»d9512 3,80 3,60 340 Siie Weight lOOOs Price per bov 

8512/B626/LQ3500 390 3,60 335 gsm perbx 1 box 3b!(5 Sbis 

R.6LGn,en,v a<k 460 435 iix9» 60 2000 i-iso 13.90 12,90 

CortJOfl 5.30 515 495 llx9'ji 60 1000 9,50 - 

DMP2O0O^00/316O 2.80 260 2.35 ll>(9'yi 80 2000 1976 18.10 1675 

B.BLSn.BR 3,80 3,60 340 11x9* 80 IQOO 11,90 - 

Conon 1050/1 154 299 2S5 270 B<AaM 70 2O0O 20.50 1925 18.30 

R.BLGR.BR.V 4,95 465 '125 IIV^^JW 90 lOOO 1390 12S5 1190 

MnwonteKXP-s 465 440 420 _ . , ^ , 

n.ei.eR,BR.Y 6.50 6.20 585 Computer Looeis , 

"wrCIO 525 4,95 4,70 Continuous fanfold, sprocket (ed 

n.BLGR.BR.Y 6 15 585 555 Price per 1000 lODO 3000 5000 

One offirf ordered wi* other products 70> 362^4x1 •>. 4.85 3M 4.30 

PiMsefmcotoin and types lor best prices e9«363'/»l'/.. 5.M 4 50 4 10 

I! = Red, BU = Brown, BL - Blue. GR = Greeri, 89i493 Axl 'W. 7.50 6.60 5,90 

Y - Vellow please slote no crflotiels across sheet (1.2 or 3) 

Daisywtieels for the 95 1 2 £5.50 each Please send fortypefocesheet 

MO 12 3" X 12 
l%cBox 




Orders to 

Micro Wtedla, Freepost, 

Dept, B0+, r?ydal Mount, 
Baker St, Potters Bor. 
.Herts, EN6 3BR 



070752698 

(SUNES) 

o<n Of officE HOURS 

CANEWER MACHINE) 



sa^^iS^ii^a^, 



• SuopSed with 1 2 cases & index cords 

• Sprif»g forward acton. 

• y filB In existing cose 

» Mad Jor staekma-clip together 



ALL PRICES INCLUSIVE OF VAT & DELIVERY 
" - 5 days lor 

delriJerv Guoranteed next day deliverir from £1 50 
exfro, pleose osk rnc delftwry ccwei^ UK on^, 

Personol collers welcome 
Weekdavs e,30om - 5,30pm 
Saturdays 9.30am - 1.00pm 

SPRING CATALOGUE OUT NOW 

f 1 6 pages) Fleose rirw or write tor vour free coov 




SIMPLY - THE BEST! 



MARGIN iVlAKER 



'MM3'Cut Sheet LOCATOR & ALIGNER for PCW 8000 Printers 

Ideal for letter-heads and printed pro-formas. Float' paper up to 

100gms/m- between arms, and release. Full width, non-incrementaL 

move and lock arm setting. All four pitch scales marked. 

"Vfry well tti\stf>fti'd. vxtn^mi^ly ti'pit nmtli^. Ytiu 
uvmld t^xtxft it tini'itrk itvU.and it does" 
'Amstrdil PCW M^i^zine' Octi^r 87 
"...Kiivtlent product. MM3 is b^ fur the best 
praduv/ Iff its kintl oit the market.' 
'Vour Amslrad PCW' Novcmbw 87 
"/ Ititiv tttfi MMTs tltiiljtiat thraw the paper at 
them! Beat buy ! haiv made, Superbr 
Mr, H, Drury. Birmingham 

mi.l, VATJS p ^p 

Send addressed adhesive LABEL, with REMITTANCE made out to 
"MARGIN MAKER" 
Box 121 Gresham Road, Staines, Mx. 1W18 2AJ. England. 

(Ovcrspgs. Add OUO Sk-rlirlijl 
RfG OCS, APPtN, No, ll>nM7ro«.r-i"MAI»GII>fMAK£ir 'MMa' 



ONLY 
£10.50 



Com-Stax 

THE ULTIMATE SPACE SAVER 



tntere%tmg ioiuwn interesting ix'.:e 



The new Com-Stax 8 Series is 
a unique stand that will 
stack your PCW 8256 or 8512 
plus your keyboard and printer 
under a quarter of a square 
metre of floor space Its 
reclining monitor position 
and angled keyboard make 
the PCW even more user 
friendly The Com-Stax is 
98 cm high. 41 cm wide and 
beautifully finisfied in 
durable red, wfiite or black 
lacquer, tfie unit comes to 
you as a flat pack kit wtiich is 
easily assembled in minutes 
with the alien key provided 



THE PRICE: E29.95 



PLUS VAT C4 49 and P&P E3.75. 
TOTAL E38 19 



TO ORDER: 

Post your cheque tor C38 19 together with your name 
colour red white or black to.- 




^S^ 



and address and choice dI 



COM-STAX LTD, FREEPOST, LONDON, SW5 OBR 
Tel: 01 .244 8292 

Piffase nllo* ir& da^^ lor ci(?li,/E!ry Tli& c:om Sljif is 3 Cop^riqrn dmign P,ner^r applied ioi 



please quote 8 
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BASIC 



^ FIND IT AC 

The first of a two-part series shedding light on the mysteries of Jetsam file-har 



One ot the most impressive features of Mallard BASIC is its much 
talked about but little used Jetsam file-handling system. Jetsam is 
such an efficient and speedy method of handling data it can 
compete favourably with professionally-written databases in 
machine code; yet you can write it yourself. 



Why isn't Jetsam used more often? One reason is 
that there is notoriously little documentation on it. 
The other is that, given this lack of information, 
there are functions that aren't easy to work out by trial and 
error. This is partly because Jetsam was originally devised 
for multi-user systems (more than one person looking for 
information from one computer} so these strange details 
make a lot of sense in a multi-user system but seem just a 
nuisance on ttie PCW. You still need them though or Jetsam 
will just refuse to work. 

However, anyone who has worked with Jetsam quickly 
discovers that it is well worth the effort getting past these 
minor irritations and discovering by far the most efficient 
method of storing information in BASIC. 



The easy life 

OwTOrsofthe9512havea 
greai advantage over iha 
pioneering BOCK) series owners 
*(io dabbled in Jet jam in that 
they aclualty ttave an example 
Jetsam lile on disc. Ttiis may 
not exacly tie ihe ideal way to 
learn tmw to set up Jelsam files 
bul il Is a lot iMIter ttian trying lo 
worl< on! hew 10 do it irom what 
is written ifi the mamial. 



The real thing 

So what can Jetsam do that the other types of file handling 
can't? In simple terms it is much more like a real database. It 
allows you to store large amounts of details in a format you 
choose, list out the most important headings in alphabetical 
order, find an individual entry and add or delete entries with 
ease. 

It does this by having two files - an index file and a data 
file. You need both these files and BASIC will soon throw up 
an error message if you try and work without one or both 
available. 

Linlike sequential or random access files these have to 
be created using the command CREATE. To do this you 
have to work out the total number of bytes (or characters) 
each of your records will take up. 

Say for Instance you are keeping track of all your friends' 
birthdays. You want to record their name, three lines of an 
address, the date ot their birthday and whether they sent 
you a birthday card last year. 

If you have a lot of Indian friends with very long names 



Filed in a field 



Tlie best way to understand a field is to think 
how you kept records Ixtore you had a 
computer You would write on a card the 
nanne, the first, second and third lines of Ihe 
address, telephone number and so on. Each 
ot these is a field. 

A Iteyed field is one that holds 
information that you would want to use for 
sorting. So if you want to call up all entries 



from Ihe same town you may make the third 
line of the address (the one where you enter 
the town) a keyed field. As you are unlikely to 
want to call up an entry by entering the 
telephone number you wouldn't want to make 
that a keyed field (though the full telephone 
number uniquely indexes everyone in the 
coiintry. of course). 



you might need at least 20 characters for the name's field 
and another 20 characters tor each of the three address 
fields. The date of birth will take up eight characters 
(DD/l»/IMy'YY) and whether they sent you a card last year just 
needs one character (a simple Y or N). 

Just add these together (the total in our example comes 
to 89). Then stick on another 2 bytes that Jetsam will use for 
Its own purposes - a total of 91 . When we enter the number 
91 in the CREATE command it tells the computer to look tor 
a new record starting every 91 bytes 

To help you remember what the files are for call them by 
a memorable name. In this case something like 
BRTHDAYIND (for the index file) and BRTHDAYDAT (for 
the data tile) would be suitable. 

On the first day..... 

The act of creation isn't too strenuous. By typing create 

;, "BRTHDAV.DAT", "BRTf-DAY . IfJD", 2, 91 the files 

appear and, in theory, you should never need to do it again. 

There are a couple of unusual details here. First is the ; 
after CREATE which is called the file number. This has to be 
quoted virtually any time you do anything to a file {for 
example close i or consolidate id. The other is the 
number 2 after the filenames which is there as a locking 
number - a kind of password in a multiuser system. It 
doesn't perform any practical purpose here but you still need 
it. 

You don't even need to write this process into the 
program. It would be sufficient to just type that in at the key- 
board to bring the files Into being. However most people do 
include the creation process as part ot the program You 
might want to start a new set of data tiles on a different disc 
or there Is just the chance that things might go wrong and 
they will have to start again. 

Having created the files the first thing you do is close 
them. You need to open both files every time you run the 
program so you definitely will want to write this into your 
program. But if you try to open files that are already opened 
BASIC will object so close the files and save yourself trouble 
(CLOSE 1) 

On the second day. 

Another operation that needs to be carried out pretty early in 
the process is setting buffers, which produces an area of 
memory that you can use to store the information you are 
entering Into your database without having to put it on to 
disc every time. 

The bigger the buffer area, the faster the program runs 
by cutting down drastically on disc access time. However it 
does take room out of the Transient Program Area (the area 
of the computer where your program actually runs) so if you 
take up too much of that, you could leave yourself without 
enough room to run a complicated program. 

As we are producing a pretty simple program here we 
can give over a fair amount of space to the buffer area. So in 
an early line enter buffers 30. 
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jing-and a simple practical example of Jetsam in action 



Da you want ta start a BeM one* ; yS 



10 IF FlIDS("»,dat"><>" THE! 40 

20 [IPUT 'There are no database files on this disc. 

30 IF ffiPPEKS<LEFr«Cy»,l))="T" THEI 100: ELSE HIT) 

40 PEIIT'Ydu have databases on the following subjects* 

50 FILES ■».daf :Pfiin 

50 IfPtn "Do you want to use one of these, Y/I"; yi 

70 IF m'PBRKLEFT»<yt,l >>="!" TBEI IIPDT "yhat database"; base* : ELSE GOTO 100 

80 base»=bose$+".dat": IF FIIDS(baseS}="" THBI PllIT "file not found":GOTO 70 

90 GOTO 500 

100 IIFUT *Vhat oane for your new database :*,miBet 

naiiedflt»=nflaeS+" . DiT* : ffianelndS=iiaiieS+" . IID" 

IF LE]rCnaBet)>fl THEI PKIIT "too long" : GOTO lOO 
130 FOE 1=1 TO 5: PRUT "laBe for Field "x;:LlIB IIPDT na»e»(x) : BEIT 

140 FOR x=l TO 5: PRUT "Length for "naiKSd)* f leld" ; : IIFIJT leng(x) : tot=tDttleng<x> : lEIT 
150 tat=tott2 

160 PHIIT "Creatliig files for the • naneS " database" 
170 CHEATS l,nB]edat$,DaneSndS,2, tot 
180 CLOSE 



110 
120 



08AD 
3324 
OEAe 
171C 
0996 
13D1 
IB53 
lABF 
03C1 
140F 
ODBC 
12*3 
18EF 
217B 
051E 
12C5 
OEIL 
0320 



▲ The best way to understand how Jetsam works is to 
see it in action. Here is the first part of a listing to 
produce a simple Jetsam file. This of course won't work 
as it stands but will build montfi by month into an 
in\/aluable program. 

The aim is to make life easy when setting up 
databases and to produce a system where you can 
keep a number of different databases on tfie same 
disc. 

The program tells you what database files are 
already on file and asks if you want to start a new one. 
When prompted pick a file name (under 6 ietters) and 
the program wiil ask you for tfie names of your fields. 
Five fields are available but if you want more just 
change tfie number In tfie FOR... NEXT loop. This will 
mean changing the FIELD command but more of that 
next month. 

The program tfien asks for the lengtfi of each 
field. This is the maximum number of characters you will 
use so pick a reasonable number {for example names 
will take up about 20). On the other tiand the bigger the 
fields the less number of entries you can get on a disc. 
Then ]ust wait while the program automatically 
CREATES s^our files. 



BASIC 



It must mean something 



The SAM from Jetsam stands for 'sequential 
access memory', wliicli gives some ctue as to 
how the process works. The ides is that rather 
than sort ail tfie information Into alptiatwtical 
order you have two tiles - a data file (with the 
main bulk of the infomiation unsorted) and 



the index file with the keyed fields (see margin 
note) and details of where to find tf)e data file. 

If the key is the name (tfiad means 
entering the name to find lull details of the 
record) all names will tie kept In order In the 
index tile. 



Now you are ready to actually open the files and start 
putting information in them. But that Is just too much heady 
excitement to take in in one day so you will have to rest and 
build yourself up for another action packed episode of 'Find 
it again, Sam' next month. 



What can go wrong? 



One thing tfiat can go wrong is the dreaded 
'Inconsistent Files'. What happens is that 
information is put to the different files at a 
different tale. 'Hie program keeps information 
in a buffer until it has enough to make it worth 
its while putting it to disc. As there is more 
actual detail going into the data tile the 
program will put information more regularly 
into one file than another. 

But it something goes wrong, and the files 
are closed when the same numbers of entries 
aiv not in each file, Jetsam notices and throws 
up an inconsistent tiles error message. This is 
a real problem so always he sure to leave a 
Jetsam program by the proper method of 
closing t^oth files with the appropriate 



command. Once your program is running and 
debugged it Is often worth adding the 
command OPTION RUN eady in the program 
which doesn't allow the user to leave the 
program by using [STOP] or [ALT]c - so you 
have to leave using the proper closing 
procedure. 

As an extra insurance you can use the 
command CONSOLIDATE (the act of putting 
the Intonnatlon into the files) at regular 
intereais (like every time you enter 
information) to cut down the chance of the 
files getting out of sync, tf you do get 
inconsistent tiles, the easiest thing to do is 
erase the files and start again. 



■ 



8000 PLUS 55 



DAATCUrTrnTTD 



THE ULTIMATE POOLS PREDICTION PROGRAM 

• MJlSSrvz DATABASE Poolswinrer ts a sophisiica^ed Pools 
prediction aid. Ii comes completo with the lirgesi database 
avaU^le - 22000 matches over JO years. 

• PREDICTS NoriustSC0R£DRAW5,buiAWAYS HOMES 
and NO SCORES, 

• SUCCESSFUL SELECgyaraiite^ihafPcxjlswiiuier performs 
sigrur;cartly better duut chArce. 

• ADAPTABLE Probabilities are given or ^very fixture 
choose as mary selections as you need for youj bei. The 
pjrecue prediction formuia can be set by the user - ycflj car 
develop and, 1 est your own unique mediocL 

% SIMPLE DATA ENTRY M team names are in Ihe program. Simply type in the reference 
numbers from the screen. Or use FDCGEW to produce Fixture list autcmatically (see belov? ) 

• LEAGUE AMD NON-LEAGUE All English and Scottish League leams are supported^ 
and also the non-league sides ofien used on pools coupons. 

• PRfNTEH SUPPORT Pull hard copy prmtoui of daia if you have a firtniei- 

PRICE £18.00 (all inclufiive) 





TlTTr /^ Tim T A A / A ^'^ I^^^ST: No more struggLirg for hours to got the 
r I Al irlll RR/Q '"'^^^s tisi inio the computer FIXGEN h^ i?een 
1 lAWljil UUr V programmed wiih alt English and Scottish League 
fiKtwes foi lasa. S3 Simply rype m the date, and ihe [uU (Ltfure list ts get^er^ited 
m seconds. PuUy compatible with Poolswmrier. Yearly updates avaiilable. 
POOI^WINNER with FIXGEN £19.S0 (for both) 



COVRSEWINNER 



V3 



NOT fUST A TIPSTER 
PHOGRJIM. Covirsewmnur 

——— ,^»^,„,„^^ ^^ ^^ V3 Cin be used by experts 

THE PDNTCBS COMPUTER PROGRAM ami occasional punters akke 
You can develop and lest yoaii own umque wiimmg system by adjusting ihe 
analysis formula, or use the program in simple mode. Couisewinner V3 uses 
statistical analysis of major factors itidudingpast form, speed ratings, course 
statistics^ prize money, weight, going, tinner and jockey form etc^ etc. It 
outputs most liJtety winners, good lon<j odds bets, forecasts, tncasts etc. The 
database mchjdes viiaJ course statistics for all British courses. You can Qpdate 
ihe database - never goes out of date. FULL PRI!<{T£S SUFPOHT. 
PRICE £1S.OO <all m clnaivel includei Hat AND Naticnal Hunt 

availabue: for amethadcpcs 

All suppLed on tape . . . bbcs 

(Autocue Convets,™ lo disc) iS^™ "^ ""■"" 



AMSTRADPCW 
DISCS . IBM Formal 

/ a jj c-j nn-. COMMO0OKE flMCA 
{Add £3.00) ATARI ST 



Send ChequeS'TOs for 

rfilujTL oi post service lo . 



S< tl ■" J \^ ^ H ( ■ phone 24 hrs 

62 ALTRINCHAM RD, GATLEY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE SK8 4DP, S 061-423 7425 




IE rEU rONTS HNOnUEFI ESD fJUtP RRT Z3JTS ON 

tX^C rOR Tl-C: RMS OTP ^ILM^ unt^ i„^ fgig <jn 



The PCW9512 Rescue Kit 

helps to overcome disc compatability problems with the other 
Amstrad computers in the following ways; 

* 1 1 can copy files trom PCW951 2 discs to the 40 track discs used by the 
PCW8256, Amslrad CPC or Spectrum +3 computers. 

* It can convert most of those PCW8256 programs which tail to load on Ihe 
PCW9512 into a PCW9S12 compatible format 

* It can format one side of a disc with 40 or 80 tracks. 
All this using just the PCW9512's built -in disc drive 

The PCW9512 Rescue Kit costs £3.95 Including post and pecking trom: 

THREE tNCH SOFTWARE 

2ND FLOOR 

73 SURBPTON ROAD 

KINGSTOrj UPON THAMES 

KT1 2HG. TEL: 01-546 2754 




EASYLABELLER 4 



PURPOSE DESIGNED TO SOLVE ALL YOUR LABELLING NEEDS 
NO FILES — NO FUSS — VERY FAST — EASY TO USE 



ORDEHING 



PROGRAM FEATURES 

■ Instani aulomaiic sorting 

■ Prints Single labels 

■ Prints multiple labels 
' Prints labels by category 
' 99 nurreric categories 

■ Diflerent on line prim styles 

* Upio 'GOO labels on disc 

■ Any size 'abels catered lor 
' Any nurrber across Ihe page 
' Date stamping 
' Serial iiumtiering 

■ Label coding 

■ Full on screen editing 
' Command drwen 
' Over titty commands 

* Find lent and chang. 

■ Find led and pfini 

* Instant access lo a 

* On screen help 
' Sel all margins gap: ^ 
' Pause printing betwe' 

* Printouts in listing torr! 
' Scan labels tor easy 
' Unlimited non print mlo 

eg telephone numbers 

■ Multiple dala disc capabilily 

■ Test prinl loi selting up labels 
' Tesi patlerns 

■ USE WITHIN IvIINUTES 
' Plus lots more' 



^MORE PROGRAM 
FEATURES 

S!.in .ill pnniouts Irom a 

particular label 
' Labels printed any number of times 
' New disc generation 

■ Serial number lormatrmg 

' Senal number step selling 

■ Program help m memory 
' Program written in h 

J ' Date checking wi'^J, 
' Plus m 




WHAT THE PRESS SAID 

Naming d product is often a difficult 
task ijut in ttie case of EASY 
LABELLER ttie_j:i,..^~^'s it all 



USE 



'^ADDRESS LABELS 

89x36 mm 1 or 2 wicfe 

2000 4000 8000 

Netl 9 00 17.00 32 00 

VAT 1.35 2J5 4 80 

TOTAL 10 35 1S.35 36 80 

kOltier sizos are available 



£29.95 



+ £4 491 

vat/ 



:(f(0fjery and 
eruostpo werful program 




;;iis 
I Industries ilCIt 
eleconi 
Fred Perry Sportswear 

Michel in Tyres 
Boots Ihe Chemist 

ARE ALL EASY LABELLER 
iCUSTOMERS! 



MASS FHEEPOST 
53 OEREHAM ROAD 
NORWICH 
HR2 4SR 
TEL (0603) 630768 
^0 stamp required 



i80m..lui/i 



PlFnSCS"'irF 
COMPur£fir»Pt 



> [Jul .snoLilf] yOu, t^ntOit'^fr -Vi 



A DEMONSTRATION PACK FOR E5.00 + V.A.T, 



I ASV I ARE iili^ ■:- .JVrinriLjii^ UQ-r- n^ore .IfiC r'iO.!t? (tflii- ^u'ne 
■riif'iLsiir;tts i" obM-n'ng voui copy iMtir" teei I'fiiJ to ot0&t di^fJCJ 

II vou would i\ki* fo see she program bp'ori* yoii purchase it^t^n mkip .tdviini^ge OF du' 
■demor^slral'On fMCK oiler TMf> ptutgrsiir^ -s fully luixTiona! bul Ihe numbef of LiitstMs is te^^inciLHi 

TfTfl dii EJulptif is 10 tht* 5i;^<?f?r> A demonsTfcitiofi pach is availabie "O"- C5 00 * v.it -ino is 



PLEASE NOTE: EASY LABELLER is a purpose designed program and NOT a database adaption. I he noed to 
deal with disc files is NOT REQUIRED. THOUSANDS of satisfied customers, both expenei lued and first time users, 
have found EASY LABELLER invaluable for producing MAILING LISTS, TICKETS. CONTINUOUS ENVELOPE 
ADDRESSING as well as a QUICK and EASY filing system. 
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FABRIC RIBBON CASSETTE RE-INKING 

Trial offer: £1.45 per ribbon 

Post used casette (s) with payment to: 

ALADDINK (Dept 80), FREEPOST 

EYEIVIOUTH,TD14 5BR 

(No Stamp requtred) 

Tel: 08907 50965 



WORD INDEXER 

Comma Consultants announce the most useful PCW (8 and 9} 
software since Locoscript 

INDEXER will produce a page re'erence lor your manuscript ot Wofols and Phrases. 
omitEing a-i me wofds YOU do nol wish [o mclude - and i| does iT FAST The resgJl is ready to 
incluOe (r-s a Loco H 2) original. 

Menu-driven with full IHelp text 

INDEXER IS tor novices and e^pens ahi^e, To produce an extremely useful feference to 
:"e CDnien[^ of your Locoscnpf rnasterotece 

Multi-file merge for 6IG documents 

INDEXER couidr^'i be simpler !o use ana reaity impresses publishers, 

- - C22.95 inclusive - - 

Comma Consultants Ltd 

1 2 Station Road 

Wootton Bassett Wilts SN4 7DZ 



MONITOR HOUSE 



SELECTED PRODUCTS ■ COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ USER SUPPORT 

Expanding the power of {/our Amstrad PCW: 

U Blank CF2 discs: box of 10 (cased) £24.00 

□ Protext (Amor); complete word -processing system £47.00 

C Pocket Protext: word -processor £33.20 

n Prospell: spelling-checker £26.30 

n Protext Filer: address list & labler £21.70 

n Protext Office: Pretext Filer & inwoicer £29.75 

riTyperite (Minerva): touch-typing course £15.95 

L: Card Index 2,2 {Comix): easy-to-use database £29.75 

I i Masterfile 8000 (Campbell): relational database .£3S.95 

r Mini Office Professional: business suite £26.30 

U Plan It: personal organiser £22.85 

n First Calc (Minerva): user- friendly spreadsheet £26.30 

p SuperCalc 2: the classic spreadsheet £42.40 

U Simple Accounts EXT: book-keeping &VAT £38.95 

Intact 2 (Cavalier): three-ledger accounts £68.85 

I : Teleadd (Cavalier): customer/supplier database £24.00 

I Simple Invoicing: Intact add-on £29.75 

I : lnStock2 (Cavalier): stock control & invoicing ...£68.85 

ri InBuslness (Cavalier): Intact & InStock £133.25 

L Contract Accounting: In Business add-on £53.90 

n Product Costing 2 (Cornlx): new version £70.00 

[Job Estimating 2 (Comix): new version £70,00 

LI Homevlew (Cavalier): (or estate agents £173.50 

r: Diner (Cavalier): for restaurants & take-aways £53.90 

(AUL PRICES FULLY INCLUSIVE) 

For details and an order form, tick each product that interests 
you, fit! in your name ond address, and post todai/ to: 

MONITOR HOUSE, PC BOX 1 23, PETERBOROUGH PEI SEX 
NAMES. ADDRESS _ .,..— 



i 
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The Independent Computer User Group 



(EP7) 56 BATH ROAD . CHELTENHAM . GL53 7HJ 
TELEPHONE 0242 224340 OR 0242 224846 

OUR PRICfl.S INCLUDE POSTAGE AND VAT 



The Advantage policy:- 

' We aim lo despatch all orders wilhin 24 hours 

■ All prices include VAT and UK postage 

, All sdvenlsed items are normally held in stock 

, We relund payment It you are not satisfied for any reason 

Order By post or telephone. V/e accept Sterling cheques. POs. Access & Visa. 
Overseas custorners please add £ 1 per disc (compilers add Z3), 
Remember to stale your computer 0n:i disc size. 




C COMPILER f .J' Kemc'ian Hitche impiei-.efiation wilh [uional £29,95 

SPLIT SCREEN TEXT EDITOR USF w.lh MIX C or Sny Olhsr COmpilef EI9.95 

ASM UTILITY i-u.'^r.ile MASIifBO Asse'>iBlcr irilo your C programs £8.95 



-'^^ MEVADA COBOL One step compile and run. ANSI- 1 974 siandard £29.95 

* MEVADA PASCAL Floating point, sequential and indexed tile to £29,95 

NEVADA FORTRAN Wiifl Trace (asilily, AMSI X3,9-19S6 Fortran IV £29.95 



HISOFT C Compiler witn GSXgraptiics library and EO80 editor ,E<M.95 

PASCAL ao Extensive implemeniation of Jensen- Wirth wiifi EDflO £44.95 

FORTH FasL compact compiler with GSX graphics and ED80 £19,95 

HISOFT LISP Interpreter - Artilicia' Intetfigenoe made easy £44.95 

ZBAStC Advanced powertui coinpiler with debuagmg support £59.95 

FTL MOOULA 2 A powerful new language from NiMaus VMirtti £49.95 

DEVPAC V2 Thfi latest .issempfly language development tool £44.95 



Why notfOtn jfje Ac^^intijge inaf&pef^t^ns User Croup ionly £J2per yeann ih& UK. £}S Europe. 
rt£r tVcrjtfi 3f^d get ft oft every dtsc you buy - £2 affsit compters. 



Two new Advantage products for low-cost creation ol your own signs, leaflets, leiter fteaded 
caper leaflets, advertise rrients. title pages elc:- 

J-"" NEW .; LETAFONT Design your own fonts for screen andpnnter £9,95 
t-'vij' Includes 1 6 standard height ready to- run lonts plus documentation. 
. ^^pii 'f, POSTAFOMT High Quality, almosf rnlimiely variable sije „ £9 95 

■ ■''' lettering wth several lonts and styles plus cn-dlsc manual. 

HISOFT KNIFE PLUS Disc Sector F.ie Editor, Disc Recovery £18.95 

MINI OFFICE PROFESSIOWAL VIP Soreadsheet Database Comms Graphic £27.95 

DATABASE DESK TOP PUBLISHER Highly recommended package £27.95 

DATABASE DESKTOP PUSLISHER SOFTWARE AND MOUSE for the PCW £74.95 

KOSMOS I -r-ncn German, Span.sh, iMIian TuiO'S on disc EACH £18.95 

SCHOOL SOFTWARE Magic Maths Maths (vlama Better speliirjg EACH £14.95 

Chi?n-'sirv BiO.'ugv P'ly'^ics 
RS232 SERIAL & PARALLEL PRirHER INTERFACE ADAPTOR for the PCW £49.95 



TEXT EDITIMG AND DATABASES 



ONLY E7.00 PER DISC 



■TEXT EDITOR tasy !o use lull screen ASCII edtior wiih auiomanc word wrap. pag$be3h&, 

Drinter controi - tcjeai lor complies sou'ce cooe 

' DATABASE A relalional dalabase for stonng simple data and producing repOrl$ and forms 

letters. Free 'OTmasqoefyianiguag& with macros aixi commands Feaiuteson-lmeheip, Disc 

ai^ contains aTi inventory Database. 

- FIXED ASSETS LOG Record up to 350 items and their value. For home mvensofy. 

ir^surdf^ce. stock lakmg con[fol Incrudes torms manag.smern an<J sort routine 

• VIDEO CLERK Track ycut video coHectior^- Thisdatadase sysiem features 4 sort opuons and 

iorms management plus exiensive documentation, 



SPECIALIST APPLICATIONS 



ONLV £7.00 PER DISC 



- NEW - COMMUNICATIONS Now leaiunng Viewdata. Cresiei & Tetmmal Emulation Plus 

UKI^OOem- Kermit, Ml; K and utilities, 

■ PCW OESKMASTER Appointments calendar, calculator, memo-pad. cardfile database. 

Latjei printer, home accounts, mortgage calculator, weather forecaster + others 

• PCW GRAPHICS Drawing program. User Designed screen fonts. Ready-to-use fonts, 

Biomorph - fascinating graphic demo of natural selection. 

' STD CODES All the UK codes m NUMERIC order with corresponding exchange names 



USEFUL UTILITIES 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



* COMPLEAT UTILITIES The lamous MSWEEP disc manager Supeizap sector hie editor, 
Une;ase. DiSCKlTAm tor 1 73K CF2 format. 5 1 4" second drive. Screen dump * more 

* TEXT PROCESSING UTtLlTIES Sideways pr^nis tejcl [eg spreadsheelj on its skJe, 
Alpt^abeiiC Sort, Word Count. WSCiean conver! WP fHe to ASCII. Simple Spell^n<] Clie<;keJ. 
Score Card GenferaSor. Banner Pnnters, Typewriter EmuHalor 

- DISC ORGANISATION Catatogue your disc collection and produce a pnnted indesx File 
Finder. A^thivt? program. Squ-eeze and Unsqueeze - save dfsc space. 



PROGRAMMING 



ONLY £7.00 PER DISC 



• THE ZSO PROGRAMMER ZeO Assemoler Disassembler . Z80 Debugger, ^aO Library. ZSO 

10 eoeo translators and associated utilities. 

' THE SMALL C PROGRAMMER tnc'ud^s soucce CCH^e and lots of documenlation. The 

compiler produces executabte machine code programs. 

■ C TOOLBOX A useful set ol C Source code programs with compifBd versions. 



PROGRAMS FOR PLEASURE 



ONLY E7.00 PER DISC 



. GAMES COMPENDIUM Pacman, Snake Game. Polish Pong, Chess. Othello, Ma siermmd 
Spelli". Awari Ljfe, Go^l. Ma^e. Biorhythms. Word Search Puzzle Maker. Tic-Tac-To 

■ ADVENTURES The lamous Colossal Cave Adventure plus Sesttary + Return to Arg. 

■ AMUSEMENTS A DIVERSIONS 29 games which run on PCW Mallard BASIC Siartrek 
Wr-.icMwofd. Lanoer. 3D TicTac-To. Merchant. Olhello, Hangman, Baseball. CivN War, 
Arrrerhcan Football, Maze N"m Horse Races, Blacknack Sp'es. Ceazy-B 



The io:iowing discs contain the Oest soUware from trie public domain lailpred tor Amstrad PCW 
computers runnrng CP M PluS, FuNy documented by Advantgae Each disc has MENU selection 
rir^-d'a 50rff?Cf a^reclory - 



: Buy any THREE of the discs above and cfioose another one FREE! 
^ Buy any FIVE ol the discs alcove and choose TWO MORE FREE!! 
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If you believe in hard work, free speech and have no 
patience, don't read on 



VARIABLE 
SEHER 

by Mark. L Davis 



Everyone knows that when you are 
programming in BASIC it is sensible to 
set up variabies for escape codes. 
These are the compiicated formulae that are 
needed for all those simple tasks that seem so 
difficult in Mallard - things like clearing the 
screen or placing the cursor at a specific spot on 
the screen. 

Set a variable, and instead of having to type 

in PRINT CHRS(27) + "E"-l-CHR-5 (27) +"H" 

every time you w^ant to clear the screen you just 
type PRINT cisS and everything disappears. 
This technique can be used to do lots of 



things, like bleeping the PCW bleeper, switctiing 
ttie cursor on and off, using reverse video, 
positioning the cursor anywhere on the screen 
or setting windows - all the sort of little details 
that make you program look more impressive. 
And now this is made amazingly easy with 
this simple program from Mark Davis. When you 
run the program it prints out on screen the 
details of all the variables and how to use them. 
It then considerately leaves you with all the 
functions defined in seven lines of BASIC (lines 
1 to 7 sensibly enough) as if you had just typed 
them in and ready to start programming at line 
1 as usual. The seven lines are saved with the 



Ti nuuDC Minus HI LOMn xm m moM 
•«t ,. u. Hurt tM, itrl(iT) 



•litdHS tic tWHT t» 



■ftikH iinni tUtt m 



OittU.t) irhtt it n.T) tkmi = tmin^i-tt{u 

tmMwi>Hr,lt,it,K> «ll tstn UK <llf tm H Mil til m, h n«,M Hll) 

')•»> cliHi (tite u itfuiit wilim 

la MS mima tmu ■ nHttm wn ■itoo' 

IH mi itirl tm prwH llm tt Uh h m 

u nTM at m t> rt i Fint mt tt Utit Hriatlti 



program and every time you mn your program it 
defines the variables for you. 

It has all the normal functions that you use in 
virtually every program but if you have your own 
special favourites you can add them into lines 8 
and 9. If you want a hard copy of the details 
press [EXTRA] and [PTR] for a screen dump 
(unless you've got a 9512 of course). But as you 
will always be using the same variables you will 
soon get to remember their names. 

If you want to use any of these functions in 
your program you just type ; r^ : nt and the 
variable name. For instance typing ppint be is 
will make the bleeper bleep. 

Running this before you start 
writing any program means that 
you can use all the functions 
without having to worry atjout 
whether you have defined them. It 
also means that it will remind you 
to define any other variables you 
need in a sensible orderly fashion. 
Funny how you can get all this out 
of such a simple idea. 



20 
30 

40 pRirr 



'is chr$(7>-;PRIIT 



1 esc»=CH8$ <27) : bel$=CHBS <7) 

2 cls$=esc$+"E"4esct+"E" 

3 DBF FIat$(x,y>=esc$+"Y"+CHR$<r+32>+CHES(y+32) 

4 DBF FI wlndaw4<r,l,lj,w)=esc$+-I-+CHE$<32+r)+CHS$<32+L)+caR»(314h)+CHS$(31+w) 

5 close$=FlHlndow$(0,0,31,90) 

6 con$=esc$+" e" : cof $=esc4+" f " 

7 lnoiit=esc»+"p' : lnafS=esc»+"q" : stDn$=escS+' 1" : stof $=esc»+" 0" 

10 Z0IE<30>:PSI1T cls$;-THE FOLLOVIIG VAEIABLBS AKE LOABED IHTO THE PSOGRAIT : PEIIT 

PRIIT "escS'.'ls the escape code chrS{27}":PEIIT: PKIIT"bel$", ' 

P8I1T -clsS", "clears the screen" : PR I IT 

cof$" , "switches the cursor off":PEllT 
50 PRirr "con*", "switches the cursor on": PRIIT 
60 PRIIT "inonS", "switches inverse video on": PRIIT 
70 PEIIT"lnaf$", "switches Inverse video off":PRIIT 

PRirr "fnatSCI.TJ", "prints at (I, Y> where x = row no and y = col no" 

PKIIT "fnwlndowSCtr, Ic,nr,nc>", 
100 PRUT "sets screen size (top row no .left col no, no rows, no cols)": PRIIT 
110 PRIIT "closef"," closes window to default setting" 
120 PRIIT: PRIIT" ALL THESE VARIABLES SHODLD BB PRBCEHDED WITH ■ PRIIT'" 
130 PSIIT: PKIIT "you aay start your progran lines at line no 10 
140 PRIIT: PRIIT "use BITEA and PTR to get a print out of these variables" 
150 ZOIE (15): 'DELETE 10-110 



80 
90 



1 PRIIT 



0799 

0616 

0F45 

1762 

0A17 

07FE 

14F1 

2225 

1D30 

OPK 

1328 

13DB 

14FD 

1510 

IBFA 

ODIB 

1F74 

1567 

1C3F 

19AB 

1D74 

0821 
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PATIENCE 

by Pete Gerrard 



After all the frenetic arcade type games 
last month, here is a more leisurely 
thoughtful game - more suited to 
intellectual PCW owners, ll is a computerised 



form of the old game of patience you played as 
a kid. 

The cards are laid out, face down on the 
screen. You move the cursor (using the cursor 
keys) over the card of your choice, press 
[ENTER] and the card turns over. Turn over two 
cards that match {two Kings or two Aces for 
instance) and you score a point. The cards are 
removed from the screen and you then get 
another turn. What could be more pleasant. 

The only thing that spoils this gentle idyll is 
that if you don't turn over two cards the same 
the computer gets a turn. And if it picks a pair of 
cards it gets another turn, tt is then you discover 



that the PCW has a better memory than you do. 

There is even a setting for the level of 
difficulty. Goodness knows what level 1 (tough) 
is like. We didn't get beyond 3, 



10 ei^C;HRS(27>:tiff*=eSt"f":PRIIT eSfO"; :cl*=e»t"fi" +eSfir : GnS=eS+-e- 

aO DllC deS<«j2>,ch(13,43:a=PEBK<64504! );GOStJB 480: a=a»PEBK (64504! >; RAID01IIZE<a) 

30 PRIIT cffS;:PRI[!T clt:PKIlT cl t; TABMO) ; ■ t PilRS »* 

40 KRASE deS,ch:DIll tie* (52) , ch (13, 4) : aJ="A234567fl9TJl}K- ; bS="CDHS" : dS=CILRl(138) 

50 FOR 1 = 1 TO 13;F0fi J = l TO 4; de$=de»+>lID$<a», 1 , 1 >+)fID»<bS, j , 1 ) : lEXT J,l 

60 FOB 1=52 TO 1 STEP -1 : a- IffT (HIDd )i ( <i 12) -1) + 1 ) : CF a/2=IIT<a/2) TKEI a=a+l 

70 d*iICi) = KIJ>S(de$,a,2>;de»=LEin'SCde*,a-l) + lID»(de»,a+2):IEXT 1;PRIIT 

SO PRIHT-Belect skill level .": PfilST; PRIIT" 1 - Tough' : PRHT"2 - Average" ; PK I IT" 3 




Easy" 



90 z*=IirKBYS: [P z$=*l" THEI s=l ELSE IF zS="2" THEI b=2 ELSE IF z$=-3" THE! b=3 ELSE 90 

100 PRUT; PRIFT" Level "zS" chosen. ": GOSH B 460: PRUT cl»; 

no aS=CHSSC134)-»d»+dl+dtiCHR$<140);b$=CHR»<133)+-###"+CHHS<133):cS=CHRl(131)+d»+d»+d» 

120 c*=ct*CHRS<137):FnR b=l TO 4: FOR a=l TO 13;G0S!JB 540:IEXT a, b; iiie=0: ydu=0 

130 PRUT onS;:GOSUT3 520; x=8; y 3: GOStm 170 

140 zt=UKEY*: IF z$=-- THE* 140 ELSE z=ASC<z»):IF z=13 THEI 180 



12 D4 
1872 
12FD 
1803 
16D2 
1753 
1356 
IFBD 
1B36 
151E 
13EB 
1756 
0F5A 
112E 



* 



t 



150 IF z=l AID x>8 THEI ic=ji-5:GOT0 570: ELSE IF z=6 AID i<80 THE! x=3t+6:GOTO 570 ICCF 
160 IF z=31 ASD y>3 THEI y=y-8;COT0 570; ELSE IF z=30 AilD y<27 THEI y=y+8:GOrO 570 ELSE 140 2046 

170 ofc^FRE{""):PRIIT e$ + -T-+CflHS<32+y)+CHR»<32+x) ; : HETlfRI 12AC 

180 a-(x-8>/6+l:b=<y-3>/8+l:c=<b-l)»13+a: IF ch(a,b)=l OS (x=xl AID y=yl} TBEI 140 16AC 

190 chCa,b>=2:ch=ch+l;rtch>=a:y(ch)=b;M^IIIDttde»Cc), 1, l>:2=c:GOSUB 490 1505 

20O aS<ch)=tS:lF ch=l THEI GOSBB 170: GOTO 140; ELSE PRUT off*;:GOSUB 480 1785 

210 ch=0: IF aS<l)=aS(2) THEI yQu=yoiHl:cb=0: FOE J = l TO 2: k=ji<J )«6; y= (y (J )-l)»e-l 1866 

220 IF aS(l) = aS<2) THEI GOSHB 560: ch(x<J ) , y (j ) )^1 ; lEXT j:GOTO 130 1576 

230 FOR J = l TO 2:a=T(j):b=y<J):G0StrB 540:BEXT j 105D 

240 GOSOB b20;PRIIT offS; : IF s=l THEH 410 OEAD 

250 a=iIT{aiD<l)ll3+l>:b=[ITCSID(l>»4+I): IF cb(a,b)=l TBEB 250 1309 

260 e=[IT{RID<l)»13tl):d=UT!RIDCl)i4+l): IF ch<e,d) = l TBEI 260 133C 

270 IF e=a AHD d=b THEI 260 ELSE x=af5+2: y= Cb-l>tS*3: c= (b-l)il3+a 127B 

280 tlt=HIDi(de*(c),l,i): t4=tl4:z=c:GOS0B 490: zl = IIT(RID(D + 100+1) 1356 



* 



* 



290 IF s=l OR !s=2 AID zl>25) OR <s=3 AID zl>50) THE! 300 ELSE 320 

300 IF flnd=l THES 320 ELSE FDR 1=1 TO 13: FOfi J = l TO 4: d»=llIDS<deS (i+ (J-l)il3> , 1, 1) 

310 IF ch<i,j)-2 AID dS^tlS AID (iOa OR jOb) THEI e=t;d=j:GOT0 320:ELSE IBXT J.i 

320 find=0:K=ei6+2:y=<(i-l)i8+3:c=<d-l>»13+e 

330 t2S=IlDS(deI(c), 1.1):G0SUB 480: tS=t2»; z=c:GOSUB 490: GOSOB 480 

340 IF tlS<>t2t THEI cb<a, b)=2; ch<e, d>=2: GOSTFB 540; a=e: b=d: GOSOB 540: 3tl=0: yl=0; GOTO 

350 iDe=iiie+l:ch<a, b) = l : chCe, d) = l: K=a»6: y=(b-l)»8: y=y-l:GOS0B 560: x=e*6: y=(d-l>f8: y=y- 

360 GOSUB 560; GOTO 240 

370 IF iiE>yau THEI PRUT" I win by" !»" to" you: GOTO 390 

380 IF Bie=you THEI PRUT" A tie)": GOTO 390; ELSE PR I IT' You win by" you" to" ^ 

390 PRUT: PR I IT" Another (T or I) ?";:PRUT onS; 

400 Kt--IIKE¥$: IF zS="y' THEI 30 ELSE IF zS=-n- TKEI EID: ELSB 400 

410 FOR i=l TO 13:F0R j=l TO 4; IF ch<i.j)=2 THEI 430 

420 lEXT J, t: GOTO 250 

430 FOR k=l TO 13:F0R n=l TO 4: IF ch<li,B)=2 THEI 450 



* 



130 
1 



14E7 
1808 
1BA3 
ODIA 
156A 
1C65 
1BE5 
06 DD 
1502 
1BA4 
13AD 
1450 
OFBl 
070F 
OFDD 



440 lEXT m, k:GOTD 420 0717 

450 IF k=l AID 11= j THEI 440 0882 

460 cl=Cj l)H3+l:c2=tii-l)»13+k;cl*=l(ID4(deJ(cl),l,l):c2»=IIID»(ae$<c2),l,l) 113D 

470 IF cll=c2$ THEI a=l; b=j : e=k: d=i]i: f ind=l:GOTO 270;ELSE 440 1426 

4flO FOR i-1 TO 2000:IEIT:HFrUHI 0D3B 

490 xl=x:yl=y;x=x-l;y*y-2;G0St)B 170: PRIST tS;- ": y=y+l: GOSOB 170: PRUT " ":y=y+l ICDB 
500 GOSUB 170:PRIIT " " ; IIDS (deS(2> .2, 1) ;" ": y=y+l: GOSOB 170:PRUT " " : y=y+ 1 : GOSUB 170 16ED 

510 PRUT ■ " ; tS : x=xl : y=yl : RETORI 0C21 

520 IF ne+yDu=26 THEI PRUT cl$i;GOTO 370 ELSE i=0; y=0:GOSaB 170:PRIIT "l!fi;";PRIIT ae 1E74 

530 PRUT "You; ■: PRUT you:RETURl! 0E7D 

640 x=ai6:y=(b-l)»8; GOSOB 170; PRUT a$:FOR q=l TO 5: y=y+l: GOSOB 170:P81IT bS: lEXT: y=y+l 1EF3 

550 GOSUB 170:PR1IT cS:RETORI 0AE4 

560 FOR 1 = 1 TO 7:y=y+l: GOSUB 170: PRUT " " : lEIT: RETHRI 1385 

b70 GOSOB 170: GOTO 140 06D9 



* 
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LISTINGS PLUS 



Good programs needed! 


We're looking for well written programs 


To submit a listing you must 


of up to 50 or so lines which we can 


supply: 


print in these listings pages each 


1) A printout of the listing: 


morith. Ot course, since we can (it 


2) A disc on which it is saved: 


more of the shorter listings in. and 


3) A stamped addressed padded 


they're easier to type, the longer ones 


bag for its return; 


have to be really special! 


4} An explanation of what it does 


If you can program you could earn 


and how to use it: 


hard cash and instant fame by having 


5) A signed statement confirming 


your program printed in 6000 Plus. 


that ttie program is your own work and 


Give instructions on an accompanying 


hasn't been submitted to anyone else. 


sheet for using the program, and if 


Send ail this to Lfsffngs, 8000 


there are any useful modifications that 


Plus, Bath BA1 lEJand allow up to 40 


readers can make by simple edits to 


days for the return of your disc - we 


customise the program, mention those 


assess the listings in a Ijatch once a 


too. 


month. 



TELEPHONE 
CHARGER 

by Roy Archer 



Time is nnoney. Particularly when you see 
your telephone bill. So here is a short 
program to keep you in touch vifith where 
all the money goes. 

If you choose auto -timer {when prompted 
press y) you will be able to time a call as it 
happens. Set the computer up to the point 
where it says "To Start OR Stop clock - Press 
any key ". When the call is answered press a key 
and when you finish press another key. 
When it is cornpleted you will see a neat 



How to type in a listing 



Load up Mallard BASIC - to do that, 
Insert your CP'M disc, reset the 
machine and at the A> prompt type 
BASic[HETURN]. Now you see the 'Ok' 
prompt. Just type in the lines of the 
listing exactly as they are printed on 
the page (but not the numbers on the 
extreme right). Type list at any time 
to print out your typing so far to the 
screen; it you want a printout lo pore 
over, type llist. 

Mistakes made before you press 
RETURN can be corrected with the 
DEL keys, otherwise you have to use 
the line editor. Suppose you've made a 
mistake in line 100; type edit 100 and 
then you can use the cursor keys and 
DEL keys to correct IL Press RETURN 
when the line is OK. To delete a whole 
line, type its number only and press 



RETURN, 

When you've fininshed, save the 
program to a disc by the command 
SAVE "FRED (or any other suttabte 
name of eight letters or less). To run 
the program, type rctn. 

Programs rarely run first time, biit 
when BASIC encounters a mistake il 
tells you where it is. 'Syntan Error in 
line 60' means a mistake in that line 
(though the actual typing error may 
have occurred In a previous line, 
causing problems In this one). Other 
error messages can otten occur too. 
Use the EDIT command to correct it. 

Vou can rerun the program another 
day by loading BASIC up as before 
and, with the disc on which you saved 
the program in the drive, typing lqu> 
"FRED and then run. 



chart printed out on the screen telling you what 
the call has cost for the various charge bands. 

The alternative is to enter the time a call took 
in minutes and seconds {If your PCW was too 
far away at the time) 
and again it prints out 
the full range of 
possible costs. 

If you know what 
band your calls all fall 
into try adding an input 
to pick out only the 
correct entry. You 
could even write the 
details to a file (last 
month's BASIC 
tutorial) and challenge 
Telecom at the end of 
the quarter. 



And when the charges change? Mr Archer 
has thoughtfully put the variable in line 10 with a 
REIvI, Just find the new rate and edit the line. 



mmat tux rst/cm nem 

!• Stut 01 Stif clHk - titsi ui ken -^_j_,___. 


"m^ 


Jmt tl aU 


Ctwhtt 


SUidudlttt 


rwkbte 


iKtl oil U) 


itM 


I».U 


£•.11 


Itr tc K nilH (i) 


£1,11 


It.M 


t».3l 


Over 3S ailK (tl) 


£t,lS 


ittS 


£t.3l 


Dkt 3S ailH a) 


£1.1$ 


f l,3» 


f »,W 


f 


nn 


bt> ai) tf<r(tts nil) vitt l»i]iyt«d ' 


Iw Mit' r«t« 



10 ch=5.06 : SEJI pence charge per unit Incl . VAT 

20 DATA Type of call, Cheap Kate, Standard Bate, Peak Rate 



HBK ) seconds per unit 
£EK > 
EBK } 



30 DATA Local Call (L), 360, 90, 65 

40 DATA Op to 35 Biles (a), 100,34.3, 25.7 

50 DATA Over 35 nlles (bl) ,60,30,22.5 

60 DATA Over 35 miles (b), 45, 24, 18 

70 e«=CHE*(27>;DEF FIp4 Ci, y)=e»+"T"+CHR$(32+i)+CaR»<32+y) : PRIIT eS+"E-+eS+"H" 

80 PRIIT ..■TELEPHOIE CALL TIME/COST MDIITOR" r PSIIT 

90 PRirr "Auto-tlwer ? [ T/Il "; 

100 it=DPPER${lIKET$>i IF 1$="Y" THEI 120 ELSE IF ll=-r' TEEM 110 ELSE 100 

110 PRIIT eS"A"rIIPDT "Length of call - alnutes, seconds ■;n,s:GOT0 200 

120 PRIIT: PRIIT e$-A-j"To Start OS Stop clock - Press any key ":WBILB IIKEYS="": ¥EID 

130 POO 64503! ,0:POKE 64504!, 0:b=0 



^ 



' ; s; "seconds. "jeSj^q" 



140 SraiLE IIKBT»=" 

150 ]iF=PBEK(64503! ):b=10»(m\16>+m MOD 16 

160 s=PEEK<64504! ):s=10«<s\16)+s HDD 16 

170 PSirr FIpS<10,30)e»i"p-j" TliK :-■;■; -Minutes 

180 IF ■>b THEI PRIIT STRUG* C5,CHE$(7>) :b-b+l 

190 GOTO 140: VEID 

200 t=ii»60+s:ch=cli/100 

210 PRIIT: GOSOB 270: FOR a=l TO 4: READ d»:PHirr d*;TAB<25»a); :1EXT: PRIIT etj-A-rGOSDB 

220 FOR a=l TO 4; READ dS: PRIIT dS; : FOE b=l TO 3: READ c: IF t<=c; THEI un=l:GOTO 240 

230 IF t>c THEI un=l+IIT(t/c) 

240 PRIIT TAB(25tb);-#";ffSIIG"##,#r';ch»uii; 

250 IEIT:GOSUB 270: lEIT 

260 PRIIT ,"IOTE - Rate (bl) operates only over designated 'Idw cost' routes" ; EID 

270 PRIIT STRIIG»(90,CER»{154)>:RETiniar 



115F 
1SE6 
0C82 

14C3 

occc 

0DD5 
16F3 
157C 

OBEO 
1355 
18E1 
200C 
0996 



^ 



270 



06 F7 
0C9D 
ODOO 
1540 
0F57 
0627 
0729 
2024 
1B37 
0AD7 
1028 
OAIE 
213B 
OBIB 



SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR WAREHOUSE 



HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS 



ATisiiad PGWe?!i6 Cor^puler Word (Voc *■ Monilor & Printer ...., 401 .^5 

AmstraiJ PCWe512CompuiefWo(d P'OC.+ Mon.iorS Primer 516.35 

Amstrad PCW9512 Compuier W P t Mon.+Daisywheel Printer 573,85 

Amsraa PCt512 DouBle Dr.ue Colour Home Office Pacl( 803.85 

Amsirati PCiew Double Drive Mono t DMP^OOO + W.P & SiS 1468.96 

FO- ?aND 3" Disc Drive - PCW8256 .8512 171.35 

FD 4 2ND 3" Disc Drive PCW95)? (Genuine Amslrad Drive) 171.35 

FD-i 1ST 3" DiscDnve - CPC612a PCWB25S.8513Ser Exchange _ 

FD-ajMOa- Disc Drive ■ PCWa256 851 2 Service Eictianga _ 

Prinrwtieels ■ PCW95i2(g UK Slyies Available I 6.61 

Prir\twrieei5 - PCW9512 (94 Foreign Stylos Available) 10.45 

RiObon. Prinier ■ PCW8256 851 2LO3500 PKT 6 35.94 

RiDbon, Printer Mullistrihe PGW8258 8512 LOSSOO PKT 6 41.94 

FtibOon, Punter- PCW95t2 PKT 6 23.10 

Dust Cover 3 Piece Set- PCW (state Model) 11.44 

Amstraa CPS8^56 Senai Parallel Interlace ■ PCW 66.94 

Lead. Priniet Cenuonics Parallel to CPS8J56 Inietlace 14.95 

Lead. Primer Cenlronics Parallel to PCW9512 19.95 

Citijen IMD Pntrrar F&T NLO Parallel 228.85 

GtiienLSPlOO Prinief FST NLO Parallel 286.35 

Citi?en MSPt5E Prmier FST MO Parallel 401 35 

Qliifin MSP40 Primer FST NLQ Parallel 5ii 75 

SOFTWARE 

Camon Condor 1 (Dalabase & Reports Generalo') ■ PCW 99 99 

Corniic Sofiware reiaii Less 25% * t2 PSP 
Sandpiper Sofhvaie Reiaii Less 35% * E2 PSP 

Sage Popular Accounts - CPCS128 PCW 100.05 

Sage Popular Siocv S Invoicing • CPC6I28'PCW 70.15 

Sage Popular Payroll - CPC612flPCW _ 70.15 

LOCOSCripl 2 ■ PCW8256 8512 „ 19.95 

AmsoU 3" Discs OS ALLS" Drives m Slip Sleeves Boit 10 29.99 

Higrade etc. Bulk 3.5' DS.DD 135TP1 Blanli Discs PkiiO 25.00 

H.gradeelc. Bulk 5 25' DSDD 40 SOT Blank Diei;s Pht25 25.00 

Croilsy 11'x9.5' Tractor Feed Paper 2 Bones = 4000 Shis 30.78 



371 25A 
464 72A 

487. 77A 

723.47ANC 

930 47AMC 

102 81 C 

119.95 C 

62 IDC 

62. IOC 

4.96 E 

8.88 E 

18.35 D 

16.13D 

17.80 

8.58 D 

58.60 

12,7) E 

11.00 E 

160.20 A 

200.45 A 

280 95 A 

334.08 A 



5999 D 



70.04 D 
49.11 D 
49.11 D 
1696 D 
18.99 E 
10.00 D 
8.75 D 
1 8.46 A 



SEND 3 tap STAMPS FOR FAST MOVING ITEMS PRICE LIST STATE FOR WHICH PRODUCTS 
ENGLAND pos! 8 ms. : (A) E5.00 (B) Et4.00 IC) £3,00 (D) E2,00 (E| El 00 IF) 50P 
(ANC) 3 Day E9.00 Nbh Day CIE.OO Ma«imuni UK Poslal charge E6,00 per 20KG ESOO 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT, All sales subjeci 10 our Trade Terms of Trading. 

VwbAb V bE {Trade Dept/ 8000788) 

WALNEY AUDIO VISUAL & ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION 

53 SHEARWATER CRESCENT, BARROW-IN-FURNESS, 

CUMBRIA, LA14 3JB 

Tel: 0229-29 1 09 Hours Man ■ Fn 1 0. 00-5. 00 



THE SCA INTERFACE Am 

REAL TIME CLOCK 



THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION FOR THE 
AMSTRAD PCW 8256/8512 & 9512 



SCA 

SYSTEMS 



UNBEATABLE 
VALUE 

£50.00 

+ VAT and P&P 

money back 

guarantee 



♦ Full duplex RS232 serial port 

♦ Duplex Secorietafy port 

♦ Full 8 bit parallel port 

♦ Real time clock and calendar 

♦ Rechargeable battery back-up 

♦ Solid metal casing 

♦ Demonstration 3" disc 

♦ Detailed manual on disc 

SCA Systems Ltd 
61 Ferringham Lane 
Ferring West Sussex 




♦ Operales from 75 to 1 9200 baud 
^ Supports split baud rates 

♦ Simultaneous modem/printer ops 

♦ Automatic time & dale stamping 

♦ High quality connectors 

♦ Fits flush lo PCW 

♦ Automatic power-up program 

♦ Terminal emulation program 



DIRECT ORDER 

HOTLINE 

0903-700288 



A MSTRAD 

Machine 
t raining & 
e ducational 
Courses 



290 Wigan Road, Bryn, Wflgan. WN4 OBS Tel: (0942) 727337 



CONFUSED BY YOUR AMSTRAD MANUAL ? 




WE SPECIALISE IN 

• TRAINING COURSES FOR 
LOCOSCRIPT 2 

-A- PRINTING HOODS FOR YOUR 
SERIES 8000 OR 9000 MACHINE 

* TRAINING MANUAL FOR 
LOCOSCRIPT 2 



WHY NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR SPECIALIST 
TRAINING COURSE OR OUR TRAINING MANUAL AND DLSC 



TRAINING 
MANUAL 

Easy to follow tfaintng manual tor Locoscript 2 

complete with 'examples' course disc which 

Includes Ldcomall 

ONLY £9.95 

Plus 7Sp postage 4 packing 

Trade and Educational enquiries welcome 

PCW 8256 users wHI /leerf Locoscript 2 
Soiiwara 

Available irom us at E19.9S 



On 
6th JULY 

and 
24tli JULY 



ONE DAY 
TRAINING 
COURSES 

Designed for the begiiwer out course 
includes 

* Training Manual 

* Course Disc 

* Expert Tuition during the full day course. 

* Lunch and Light Refrestimerits 
A Completion certificate. 

Course Fee E60 

Private and Company tuition avaitat^le 
Prices on request 



PRINTER 
HOODS 



* LOW COST 

* ALL METAL CONSTRUCTION 

* ACRYLiC COVER 

* SINGLE OR CONTINUOUS STATIONERY 

* FOR PRiNTIMG UP TO 132 COLUMNS 




£55.00 

(Plus £3.00 Postage H Packing) 



Please allow 7 days delivery for manuals, 21 Days for Hoods. Cheques Postal Orders Payable to Amtec. 



COMPUTER SERVICES 

ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT! 



PAPER 



An prtces per thousand sheets tncf VAT 
n « 9.5 60 gsm Lisling E6.45 

11x95 70 gsm jiperied E7.95 

11 X 9.5 85 gsm Letter Qual £9.95 
A4 Size 70 gsm jjperled £9.70 

M Sze B5 gsm Lerler Qjal El 0.95 
A5 Size SO gsm Leilef Qual El 3.90 
NCR 11 xBb 2-Part White £19.40 
Loose Leal A4 C9.90 

Address Labels 

3.5 K 15. t- Of Z-across £3.75 

+ E2.50 P&P per order 
(Paper/Labels only) 

Continuous Letterheads, NCR sets 
from under £30 pel 1000 



RIBBOHS 



e2S6/B5IZ loft ZofI 

Black High-Qjality £3.95 £7.45 
Supef Longlile - Double Lenglh 
Black Fabric £4.95 £8.95 

CiMours Red, Green. Blue. Brown 
FabiHc Rtbbors E4.9S E8.95 

9512 Carbon Film E3.95 E7,45 
KEWI 9512 Fabric £3.95 £7.45 



FREE CATALOGUE 



in 

(0 
(D 
(D 

cu 

o 

N 

O 



DISK 

SUPERDEALS! 



• Genuine 

AMSOFT CF2 



£21.95 



eii.5o 



for 10 
ortl l.;?U tors ^(^ 

"10-IN- ^ 
A-BOX" 

10 Amsofi 
in a smart 
box! 




cuslorn' 



(^ 



(Lockable Box holds 20+ ijisks) 
* Box on its own just E9.95 



Cheques/POs (no stamp needed}: 

CASPELL COIVIPUTER SERVICES 

Dept8k, FREEPOST. Poole, Dorset BH1 5 1BR 

C3@S 0202 666155 <24hri 




Pa^^a sonic 



UPGRADES 

FD4 °'^(ffil 



IndLFsive 



TYPE SECOND DISC DRIVE 

1 Megab/le ynforrriL^ueo i7?{]K formaHedJ Inierna I filling 
PC W 8256 version £1 19 PCW 951 2 vBrSiOr) El 29 

The FD4 IS only available with macehmg otl whrie from par>9i Amsirad now suooiv ihen 
FOa for both tfie PCW a^56 and 95 12 

Wiiti our simple, yet lully comprehensiw stap-by-slop ifisiruaions. DIV installation 
realty Is easy, even lor tfie inexperienced Our unbeatable prices include VAT ar«J isi 
class RegisJereO Post 

CLEARANCE SALE - WHILE STOCKS LAST 

orOuf OBSOLESENTFOS Disc; Drives. £109 inci 

FAULTY DRIVE ? ■ PART EXCHANGE SERVICE 

Send us £80 plus £1? deposit notai £92) ang we witi send you a repiacemeni 

FDKdrive A), or FD2. wilb lull DIY removal mstalial ion instructions. 

Vtfe relund your El 2 on receipt of your faufiy drive 

Oftsirs Tiubject to availabi! :v. 



PCW 8256 Memory Upgrade 



Wiih our best selling, inlernal, 256K !o Sian memory upgraoe ki! 

Our simple insiructrons assume no prior knowledge, enpenence. or skills. We supply 

lested, TOP QUALITY, fast (ISOnSl chips wtiicir are llg preformed lor ease of 

mseriion NO BENDING REaUIREO plus a practice chip 

PCW 8256 MEMORY UPGRADE KIT £54.95 
Memory Upgrade Kit plus FD4 ei63 

prices INCLUDE VAl and UK post, normally By rslurn 
Send UK CIteques Money Outers LA or Goi/ernment orders so: 



SILICON CITY 

Dept 8. Wheal Rose, Redruth. Cornwall TR16 SDR 
Access; Visa orders: Telephone 0209 891141 



1 Bridge St, 

Galashiels 

TD1 1SW 

Tel: 0896 57004 

(24 hours) 

LOWEST PRICES 



W©RLDWIDE 



NEW LOW PRICES FOR SPRING 1988 



49 Stoney St. 

Nottingham 

NG1 1LX 

Tel: 0602 480779 

Fax: 0602 483102 

FASTEST DELIVERY 



AMX MOUSE/STOP PRESS 
£69.95 



MINI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 

C21.95 



10 AMSOFTCF2DISK 
£22.95 



COMMODORE COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

PCi 51 Sk mono display (includes dalabase 

spreadsfieei. word processor! 369,99 

AMSTRAD COMPLITER SYSTEMS 

9512 Word processordaisywneei pnnier 52?.95 

8356 Single dnve Word processorprinter 355.95 

8512 Dual drive Word processorprinter 4BS.95 

1512 RANGE (includes tree software) 

1512 Single drive mono display ....435,9s 

1512 Dual dnvemono drsplay 564,95 

1512 Sirigle dfive>colour display 579,95 

1512 Dual drive,'colour display 734.95 

1540 RANGE 

1&40 Sirigle drivemono display 539,95 

16^0 Single dnue^ CO lour display 889.95 

1640 Single drive 'enhanced colour display 849.95 

1640 Dual drive'mono di^lay „., 674,95 

164[) Dual d'lvecoiour display , 824.95 

1640 Dual drive enhanced colour display ..., 984.95 

1640 Hard disk mono display ...„ , 990.95 

1640 Hard disk-colour display 1144.95 

1 640 Hard disk.entianced colour display 1 2B4.95 

PORTABLES 

PPC 512S Single 720k 3,5" drivs 429.95 

PPC 640S Single 720k drive vfith modem 549,95 

PPC512D Double 720k 3, 5- drive 566,95 

PPC 640D Double 720K 3.5" drive with modem 689,95 

PRINTERS 

DfVIP 3250 di tttt matriji 1 89.95 

DfylP4000cfotmatnii 289 99 

LQ 3500 dol mat™ (24 pin| ,.,„ 289.99 

PERIPHERALS 

Programmable (Oysiick ttace 24.95 

CPS 8256 PCW fniertace (RS232,'Cenlronies) 52 95 



PCW SOFTWARE 

At^X Mouse DesKiop 65,95 

WX Mouse . Desktop Publsher 62.95 

dBase II _ 71.95 

Database Manager Plus 28.95 

Desktop Publisher _ at. 95 

HisoflC „.„......,.. 35.95 

Hisofl Forth 14.95 

Hisoti Knile Plus „ 14,95 

Hisoft pascal _.. 35,95 

Locoscnpt tl • Locospell ,......,....,.,...,.,„„..... 32.95 

Masterlile BODO 32.95 

Masterpack (Maslerscan + Masterpaml 61 .95 

fuloney Manager Plus ...,, 28.95 

Personal Tax Planner .,... 10.95 

Ptan Jl 16.95 

Pocket Protexl 26,95 

Prospeii 21 .95 

Sage Payslips (1000) 38.95 

Sage Popular Accounts Plus (Aeo+tnv) ...._ 102.95 

Sage Popular Accounts 71 ,95 

Sage Popular Chit Chat Combo 71,95 

Sage Popular invoicing .,. , ,.,. 51.95 

Sage Popular Payroll _ 51.95 

Sage Popular Retrieve ,„..., 49.95 

Sage Slatements (lOOO) „ „ „ 38.95 

Sage Super Combo (Acc*Pay+lnv) 142,95 

Slop Press Sollwa re only 34,95 

Supertype II 19,95 

TasSign 21,95 

Tasprint 8000 „ 1 1 ,20 

TasspelieOOO _ 11,00 

Tasword 6000 17,50 



PCW LEISURE SOFTWARE 

Annals 01 Rome is.&O 

Bridge Player 2000 „ „ _.._ 1 1.95 

Carrier Commend . .„ 18.50 

Clock Chess 66 „ 11.95 

Colossus Bndge 4 ,...,...,.,.,„., 1 1 ,95 

Colossus Chess 4 _„ ., 11 95 

Deluxe Scrabble , , „ „,., 14,95 

Forth Prolocol „ „ 11,95 

GuikJ' of Thieves „ la.SO 

Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 18,50 

Jinxier „., 18,50 

Knight Ore „ 14.95 

Matchday II , „ ^ ,„ , 1 1,20 

Mindlighier „ „ „ ; _... 1 S.50 

Planelfall „ 18,50 

Professional Adventure Wrtteir „..,^.. ,..,, 22,95 

Slarglider „...., .....ifl.50 

Sieve Davis Snooker it, 20 

Strike Force Hairier , , 14,95 

The Pawin 18.50 

Time and Magik .._ 1 1.20 

PCW EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

Animal/Vegelabie.'Minerai 11.95 

Betler Maths 1 (i2to 16 yrs) 11,95 

Belter Spelling 19 to 1 4 yi5| 1 1 95 

Brtilogy 1 (i2to iByrsI 11, 95 

Chemistry 1 (1210 16 yrs) ..._ 11,95 

Magic Maitis (4 to 8 yrs) „ 1 1 ,95 

Maihs Mania (6 to 12 yrs) „... 11 ,95 

Physics 1 112 10 16 yrs) „ 11.95 

World Wise „ 1 1 .95 



Credit card orders accepted by phone or malt. All prices include VAT and delivery In ttie U.K. Overseas locations 

ALL UK DELIVERIES Supplied witii carriage at cost. Educatlonat/Govt. /Commercial orders welcome, all uk oeliverie 
BY 1ST CLASS MAIL Cheques etc. payable to WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE. ^* ist class ma 



ALL UK DELIVERIES 
BY 1ST CLASS MAIL 



Film about mice 

A convenient way of protecting 
your mouse from spillages of tea 
and coffee is to put a square of 
cling film on ttie top and secure it 
round the side if necessary with a 
rubber band. 
Dr T Dukes 
East Deretiam, Norfolk 



-TIPOFFS- 



Do the Locochar 

If you've used Locochar to design a 
few characters which, when run 
together, pick out your signature or 
company logo, you can save the 
trouble of having to type [EXTRA] 
plus the correct numbers in the 
right sequence by storing the 
sequence as a phrase. 



Form of address 

The usual way to store names and 
addresses in a LocoScript file is to 
make each item a separate file 
called after the person in question, 
ensuring they are all displayed in 
alphabetical order by Loco's disc 
manager. However this is a rather 
extravagant use of your 64 allowed 
directory entries (256 on a 951 2, or 
8512 B drive disc) and large 
address 'books' won't fit. 

An alternative if you have a lot 
of names and addresses to store is 
to have one group as your 
ADDRESS group and have files for 



O 




More glowing tips than outside a 
nuclear power station 



Only getting half-life out of LocoScript? Fallen out with Mini Office's manual? Not 
clicking with CP/M? Don't just crawl into a hole, come to TipOffs, pages which are safer 
than your local reactor but even more powerful. And if you know any ways to get power 
out of your word processor or cut out background activity and waste in your CP/M 
programs, let us know - the best win E30! Getting their money counters clicking this 
month and sliaring the money are Christopher Berry and David Mendel, whose identical 
tips on reversed LocoScript screens for these bright summer days arrived within four 
minutes of each other. 




▲ lCOPV]ing Fred's address for pasting into anoltier document or onto an envelope 



onto the 'Offset size option' and 
move the print head to the required 
position by a combination of 
[SHIFT] plus cursor for big jumps 
and cursors only for one space 
jumps. In LocoScript 2, take [f6] 
and select 'increase offset', then 
press [ENTER] repeatedly to move 
the print head to the required 
position. [EXIT] takes you back to 
printing. 
W W Mushin 
CardiH 



The long and 
short of it 

W/hen creating new paper types in 
LocoScript 2, always assume the 
'height' is the length of the longer 
side. When you choose between 
■Portrait' or 'Landscape' format, 
height is always vertical for portrait 
and horizontal for landscape. 
LocoScript doesn't decide for you 
which is the longest side. 
For example, your typical 



BASIC selection of greens 



each letter of the alphabet called A, 
B. C etc. Store names and 
addresses in any order under the 
appropriate letter. 

Suppose you want to insert 
Fred's address into a letter. Just 
edit file F and press [FIND], giving 
Fred as the name to look for. 
ending with [ENTER], Store this 
address as a phrase by pressing 
[COPY] at the beginning of the 
address and again at the end, 
giving a suitable letter to save it 
under such as f. Exit and abandon 
edit, then at the right place in your 
letter just press [PASTEJF and the 



name and address falls into place. 

As a bonus, when you have 
finished printing out your letter, you 
can print the address onto an 
envelope by inserting the envelope 
and lining it up. pressing u for 
Direct printing, inserting the 
address with [PASTE]?, and 
making it print with [RETURN], 

You may have to set the left 
offset to get the address positioned 
on the envelope OK. Press [PTR] if 
you're not already in 'printer control 
state' {which you will be if you've 
just put an envelope in). In Loco 1 , 
take [f3]=Actions and put the cursor 



You can choose a black-on- 
green /white or green/white -on- 
black screen in BASIC with the 
following commands, 

PRIl^T CHR5(27)+"b" + "?" 

-CHR?(2")+"C"+CHRS(0) Will 

reverse out the screen while 

PRINT CURS (27) +"b"4CHRS 10) 



+CHR$ (27) ■l-"c"+CHRS (0) pUtS it 

back to normal. 

Thie following listing put into a 
program will enable a user to select 
dark or bright screen at the 
beginning of a listing, 
David Tatum 
Southam, Warwickshire 



10 


escS=CHB$(27) 


20 


bright5=escS+"b"+"?"+esc$+"c"+CHRS(0) 


30 


dark$=esc$ + "b"4-CHRS(0)+escS+"c"+CHRS(0) 


40 


PRINT "Screen [DJarJc or [B] right?" 


50 


cS=INFDTS(l) : cS=upperS (cS) 


60 


if cS="D" THEN screenS=darkS ELSE screenS=bright$ 


70 


PRINT screens 


80 


(program continues from here ) 
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-TIPOFFS 



LocoScript reversed 



Though you can't use 
PALETTE.COM to change 
LocoScript's screen to black-on- 
green (or white) for sunny days as 
you can with CP/M, it is possible 
with a little ingenuity and 
SID.COM. 

First load CP/M and at the A> 
prompt type pip. If you have an 

8000, type M : =D IR . COM, 
M:=PIP.COM. Mr=SET.COM then 



insert side 3 of your discs and type 
M:=siD.coM finishingeachwith 
[RETURN] (on a 9512 you don't 
have to change discs). Finally 
change to the M drive by typing 
M: [RETURN]. Now insert a disc 
with an expendable copy of your 
LocoScript startup disc - don't use 



your master under any 
circumstanoesl 

From now on some of the 
figures you type may change 
depending on the version of 
LocoScript you have. 
9512 owners (version 2.11): Type 

SID then RA: J2UL0C0.EMS;a 



H>sid 

CP/M 3 SID - Wersion 3.0 

ftra:j2illoco.eMS 

NE)(THSZE PC END 

fiSOO flSOO 0100 DfiFF 

tts7aca 

7flCfl CD 3e 

7flCB 13 cO 

7ftCC 07 

7ftCD D3 t[ 

ttwa;j21Hoco.ens 

"MSfi record(s) written. 





M 




^^^^^^^^ 


ffTTHMBnTn^^ 


— 




iDjoiSlftalitifHni 


1 




ii 


ras^^ 


MffililvlSI 




)rive ft. 


ItTl-f 11: 


Urivf H: 




IKV iispfl dk (r»p Jl (il 


4 llSk utnl l?M 


ffft B9 rili>5 


Bk u^m iWk fr». 4 (lift 






SftlR lU 9r=ui- S Ok groiiF 1 Ok 


srouii 4 Ok ofoup Eh urnuf 4 Ok 
iroLi' S Ok ftPI'RLSS Ik arOTiu S Ok 






jroin. a 01 gnur 6 Ot jrour i Ot 


VDup £ Ok 








ypDuiJ 3 &t icitov 7 Ok i/iiig^ 3 Hh 


^1 UU(> 7 Ok 


groui- 3 Ok ^vw 7 Ok 




»■ orou^ 1) iS (lies 
1 link) flits 




A:AlI<IILiS 


lll>i 


B: jrw 65 lilfi 
(mill) (lies 






tlnho Illes 








m^'^^^^Ysrs':''' I 


HULL .UK k 


enC .GCN ik 






HULL .DOC tl 


i l!> -CLN :k 






J ■. ll> ■> ►if'''™ ' k 


IIITBS HC.taC (, 


i 1! nf.tK 4k 










NimtllE.OOO k 


1 iQS nr cni ek 






.ZOJLOCO.Wi 41k 




fOF[ ,P .1 k 


DG .BAK ik 






JJK ,01 2k 




itHPtiitr.iij k 


>(. .COH ik 






, L^ K ,03 Id 








(; 1 .CIH ik 






• JM .01 ik 








O C : .BAK . k 






.BCDNfll .JOV 111 








c : .CON , k 






OCU !l .m tv 








O C .CIN ' k 






IDtlS NS .00 a, 








li r H .B«K 4k 






Hons US M n 








:o 'vn K .COM it 














'Vn H HH 4k 






(tins KS ,»04 Ik 








'S CU [ .U» 4k 






«Jri5 HS .00! Ik 

PHH [s .in Ik 








CSCWE .C K !k 
Cs CUF£ -C N 4k 






■? «J (L .MC ek 








H 0[ C H ik 






i.ir Ncs.stii Ik 








iK VII .C H ik 






iMI!f[ .MC Ik 








H M1;H V K Ik 









few lines of garbage appear 
saying things like 'NEXT' and 
'lulSIZE'. Type sTaca and the 
letters CD should appear. Type 
3e[RETURN] and immediately 
follow that with cO [RETURN] then 
0[RETURN]. Finally press 
[EXIT][RETURN] and 
WA:J211L0C0.EMS[RETURN]. All 

this is done on your expendable 
copy, so there's no lasting harm 
done if you make a mistake; just 
make a new copy and go back to 
the beginnirtg 

Get back to CP/M by pressing 
[STOP], Your disc should now start 
up LocoScript as normal but with a 
reversed screen. 
LocoScript 1.2: As above but 
replace the .EMS filename given 
with J20LOCO.EMS and instead 

of s7aca type s876a. 

LocoScript 2.1 2: As above but 
replace the .EMS filename given 
with J212LOCO.EMS and instead 

of s7aca type s7796. 

Other versions: As above but 



25x50 envelope is actually '50 high 
by 25 wide'. If you naturally 
assume it's wider than it is deep, 
you end up with 'Landscape' being 
tall and thin! 
Arthur Wardell 
Halifax 

"■^ Retrteve space 

Sagesoft Retrieve isn't, as is often 
claimed, 'impossible' to run on an 
8256! The following steps make it 
work on an unexpanded single- 



drive PCW. 

Using RPED (insert your CP/M 
work disc and type BASIC rped, 
select 'edit new screen', insert your 
Retrieve work disc and give 
HT.SU8 as the filename to save) 
create a file RT.SUB on your 
Retrieve disc consisting of: 
PIP 

<M : =A : * . * 
< 

M; 

DATABASE 

To use Retrieve, start CP/M up 



Any way you like 



Using Database's The Desktop 
Publisher, you can design and print 
out your own alphabets. For right- 
to-left alphabets such as Hebrew 
you have the problem of back- 
spacing twice after each letter. If, 
however, you design the letters 



upside down, then by selecting the 
Text option to 'left', and type new 
lines downwards instead of 
upwards, your characters come out 
right-to-left and the right way up. 
Rev, David Warner 
Whitcfiurch, Hants 



THE HEBSEV BIBLE 
The Habrew language Is written Iron right to lelt. The 
TowBl SDundB, which were addea betwaen tho sixth and tenth centurleE 
by tha Echnlars known as the Massoretes. are shown by dots and 
synbols beneath or above ths letters, in som ways not dlsslnllar 
rron the Pitman Shorthand System. As an example, her« are the first 
two verses oi Gsnasis. 

o^ii'?}! nni Dinn ^]9-'7ii tm in:n m nn^n nsm 

sD^an ^ig-^D mnm 



as normal, insert your Retrieve disc 
(side A) and type SUBMIT rt. The 
contents of the Retrieve disc will be 
copied to the memory. When the 
opening menu of Retrieve is shown 
on your screen, remove the 
Retrieve disc and replace it with a 
data disc. Proceed as indicated. 
Enter filenames without a drive at 
the beginning {ie. no 'A:'). When 
the message Please put the 

disc for B: into the drive 

appears, press [RETURN] and 
ignore the B: prompt - the point is 
that Retrieve now regards your 
drive M as A and drive A as drive 
B. From now on a single data disc 
should be enough for most 
purposes. 

Francis and Sandra Pettit 
London 

Dodging the draft 

It can be very dismaying to find 
how quickly the 951 2 gets through 
printer ribbons, especially when 
you only want to do a draft copy of 
a document. 

Rather than waste a new 
ribbon, it is possible to fool the 
printer by putting in a used ribbon 
with the ribbon cut so that the spool 
just revolves round, and then print 
out using inexpensive carbon 
paper sandwiched between a scrap 
piece of A4 and the paper you want 
to print on. One sheet of carbon 
paper lasts for dozens of prints. 
Tony Shorey 
Harrow, Middlesex 



Quick post codes 

Entering postcodes is always fiddly 
because of the constant change of 
shifts to get the capitals and 
numerals. However, the easy way 
to do it is to use 'numeric lock". 

Just press [ALT][ENTER] and 
all letters you type thereafter come 
out in upper case - but the 
numbers stay as numbers. After 
typing in the postcode press 
[ALT|[ENTER] again to revert to 
normality. 

It's possible by certain 
keypresses to select numeric lock 
by accident, so if you find your 
keyboard is behaving in the above 
way. press [ALT][ENTER] to go 
back to narmal. 
Rev Peter Beale 
Bulford, Wilts 

BASIC integrity 

Most programs in BASIC use 
integers, and it's a bit tedious 
having to make all your variables 
have a per cent sign - a%, b% and 
so on. However you can put the 
line DEFiNT a-z somewhere in 
your program and then all variables 
with no marker - ie. a, b and so on 
- will be integers. 

Fractional or very large (larger 
than 32767 or less than -32768) 
numbers can then be suffixed by a 
! mark, ie. a!, b! etc. 
Stephen Younger 
St Andrews, Fife 
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substitute the correct filename 
for your version {type dip 
A: [FULL] before using SID and 
look tor a file name like 
J(someming)LOCO.EMS. Use 
ttvis instead of the ones given 
aix)ve). Also you'll need to find 
the correct address to substitute 
tor siaca above; after loading 
up you .EMS fiie into SID, type 
n500[RETURN] and lines of 
assembly language appear. 
Keep pressing i[RETURN] until 
you see two tines call ???? 
{where ???? is a Uex number, ie. 
numtjers plus A to F) followed by 
OUT F7. The number at the left 
of tfie CALL line is the address 
tosubstitutefor 7aca, 

Not as difficult as it looks, 
honestlyl So long as you worf< 
with expendable discs any 
mistakes you make won't matter. 
Christopher Berry, Berkshire 
David iMendel, Norfoll< 



Crude mail 

A crude but effective way for 951 2 
(and LocoMail) owners of writing a 
letter to someone you've written to 
before is to 'Fill' the original {wWU 
the cursor on the originai, just 
press F) then cut the unwanted text 
leaving the addressee's details, 
your letterhead etc intact, then 
adding the new text. (You don't 
need any LocoMail commands in a 
document to fill it}. 

This is faster than copying and 
editing the old document, and 
saves having to make a separate 
TEMPLATE.STD for each 
addressee (another effective but 
rather profligate way of doing it). 

The Fill exit menu gives the 
option of printing without saving, so 
is handy for documents which don't 
need to clutter up discs. 
Arthur Warden 
Halifax, Yorl<shire 

BASIC tests 

In a test where a variable may 
have a number of values, a 
complicated line like if aS="Y" 

OR aS="N" OR aS="P" OR 
aS="X" OR a$="T" OR aS="S" 

THEM , . . can be shortened - just 
define a variable tests equal to 
"YNPXTS". 

The test line then becomes if 

INSTR(test$,a$)<>0 THEM... 

Stephen Younger (again) 
St Andrews, Fife 



Stranded with your PCW on a 
desert island which by an 
incredible stroke of luck has a 
240V 50 Hz square three- pin 
electrical socket, which eight tips 
would you take with you? This 
month a few favourite uses of 
LocoScript's phrases... 

Creating them 

Put the cursor at the beginning of 
the phrase to be stored and 
press [COPY]. Move the cursor 
to the end of the phrase and 
press [COPY] again (or [CUT] 
which removes the phrase) and 
you're asked for a reference 
number or letter to store the 
phrase under. Take a letter as 
numbers refer to blocks; these 
are used for longer passages of 
text rather than the brief 
sequences under consideration 
here. From now all you do to 
reproduce your phrase is press 
[PASTE] then the letter you 
stored it under. 



Saving them 

The problem is that the phrases 
are stored in the PCW's memory 
and disappear when you switch 
off. To get round this: 
LocoScript 1 While editing your 
document press [f8] 'Blocks'. 
Select 'save all phrases' - you 
see displayed the letters which 
have phrases stored under them. 
Back in the disc manager you'll 
see a file PHRASES.STD in 
group - if you move this to your 
startup disc (erasing the old 
PHRASES file) then the phrases 
will always be av^lable if you 
startup from that disc. 
LocoScript 2 From the disc 
manager select [fi] 'Actions' and 
select show phrases'. Spurious 
phrases can be deleted with the 
[-] key and the correct set can be 
saved using the 'save phrases' 



Desert Island Tipoffs 



option under a suitable name. To 
load up these phrases next 
session, put the cursor over the 
file the pfirases were saved in 
and press [fi] selecting 'load 
phrases'. 



Normal service 

The most usual use for phrases 
is standard sequences such as 
'Yours sincerely, Abraham 
Zapruder' or 'Please pay up 
within 10 days or you'll be sorry' 
or your address and phone 
number. You can include carriage 
returns, tabs, even codes lor 
layout changes. Playwrights can 
set up a phrases file with their 
characters under each letter 
followed by an indent tab 
([ALT][TAB]) which indents the 
speech automatically. 



the text to offset the text. For 
example the sequence 

(+LSO) {+B) (+Pn) [SPACE] (+ 
P10D)X[RETURN1 (+P1S) [SPAC 
E] (+P10D)X [RETURN] (+P12> ( 
SPACE) (+P10D)X(-P) (-B) (- 

LS) [RETURHj prints oul the letter 
X in a thick headline style by 
virtue of two overprints. 

If you have the above 
sequence stored as a phrase, 
under H say, you can automate 
the process considerably. Type 
out your headline and make a 
phrase of this under T say. Then 
[PASTE]h and in place of the 
three X's [PASTE]t. Your 
headline is completed. 

Remember if you want to 
centre things you'll want the 
centre code on each line and a 
space ol pitch 1 7 immediately 
after each X, or else the text 
won't quite centre properly. 



Testing time 

Often you want to 

try out a few fancy 

effects - a table 

full of fancy holds, 

italics, pitch 

changes, new 

layout codes and 

so on - without printing out the 

whole page they're on. The 

quickest way to do it is to make a 

block or phrase of the text, [EXIT] 

the document, take d for Direct 

printing from the disc manager 

and paste in the block or phrase, 

getting it printed by pressing 

[RETURN]. 

Make the headlines 

You can get solid headline styles 
from LocoScript by overprinting 
t)old letters two or three times, 
slightly offset from each other. 
This is done with a combination 
of setting line spacing to zero for 
overprinting and insertion of 
spaces of different sizes before 



FreeJwic^B bottle packer 
46 Sctiiithc»-pe Rd, Goole 



C=Create new docunent E=Edit docufnent P=Print docuneiit 
fS=Disc f3=rile f4=Group fE=Docunent fG= 



Show phrases 



C: Cash.with.ofderC 

D: 1. 1 Qok. forward. to. hear i. I 

E: Vours. sincerely 

F: Vours. faithfully 

G: Vours 

I: Invaice>Ho.. 

H; Market ing.atid.SalesV 

H: Credit.Hote.No,. 

F: Paid.uith.thitnksc 

R: Our.Ref:. 



66k used 240k free 71 fi' 



group 4G6k 

group 1 Ok 

group 2 Ok 

group 3 Ok 



71 files 
bo files 



group 4 
group S 
group 6 
group 7 



,GEN 2k 

,GEN 2k 

MK 4k 

.GEN 2k 

MK 2k 

,COH 2k 

.GEN 2k 

B0DGE3 .BflK 4k 



EMSPflICH,CO 
EHSPfllCH.GE 
GEH80 ,C0 
GBfiBBER .GE 
HONG ,GE 
J14CPM3 ,EM: 
J204L0C0.EM 
L2B0 ,C0 



Accent on languages 

If you constantly use foreign 
languages you will be making 
good use of LocoScript 2's 
extended set of accents. 
However the accents are often 
not obtained in an obvious way - 
umlauts are [EXTRAjw and so on. 
You can quicken things up by 
storing combinations of letters 
and accents as easier to 
remember phrases - [EXTRAJE 
for e-acute, [EXTRAjw for w- 
circumflex and so on. 



Supersub 

Mathematicians and chemists 
who frequently need super and 
subscripts can store them in 
phrases - eg. phrase T would 
store a superscript 3 using the 
sequence i+PiT) (+SR) {+b) 3 

(-P) (-SR) t-B). 

The bold stops the superscript 
letter looking too spindly The 
same trick can be used with 
decimal points by phrasing 
superscripted full stops. 

Of course LocoScript 2 users 
can select superscripts and 
decimal points from the 'Symtwl' 
set. though it gets a bit tedious 
continually super-shifting over 
from and back to the normal set! 
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These pages provide a guide to the best software 
around for the Amstrad PCW. Published in three monthly 
parts, this time it's the turn of Spreadsheets. Games and 
Graphics to face the ultimate test. We've set out to test 
every piece of software we could lay our hands on, and 
to give you enough information to decide which program 
is the one you're looking for. 



The selection isn't comprehensive, but the 
software listed here represents what we think is the best 
of that currently available. As well as a brief summary of 
what they do, there are the main Plus and Minus points 
for each program - Pluses have a by them, IWinuses a 

. Those we think are particularly noteworthy have a 
corner stamp - have fun window shopping! 



•SPREADSHEETS' 



Jt a database replaces an address book, then a 
spreadsheet replaces the back of an old 
envelope. It is really an electronic piece of paper 
which allows you io jot down numbers, juggle 
them around and analyse the cost benefits of a 
situation. Vital for businesses, spreadsheets can 
be useful to home users too: if you want a bank 
loan you will find that showing your bank 
manager a spreadsheet printout of your living 
expenses answers a lot of questions! 

A typical spreadsheet has a grid of rows and 
columns. This grid forms a screenful of cells 
identified by their column and row numbers, e.g. 
A3, K36 etc. Each cell can contain a simple 
number, some text to make the page easier to 
read, or a formula telling the spreadsheet to 
work out a number using values from 
elsewhere. The power of spreadsheets is in this 
last category, formulae. You can make a cell's 
value depend on the value of cells above it, or to 
the left of it. and this value is then automatically 
updated if changes are made to the other cells. 

So how do you choose between the various 
spreadsheets? One difference is sheet size, i.e. 
the number of cells you are allowed to work 
with. You'll need a few hundred for home use, 
and 1000 or more for business use. Another 
area is the range of formulae that you can use - 
all spreadsheets allow simple column and row 
totalling, but with some you can get complex 
statistical analyses too. As with all software, 
think very carefully what you will need before 
choosing. 
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INI OFRIOI 



£29.95 • Database Software • 062S 878888 

Mini Office ts a suite of ftve iniegrated programs - database, 
word processor, graphics rnodufe, comms package, and a very 
good spreadsfieat. Btoadiy sifnifAf to SuperCafc in operation 
with usual features of auto or manual rscafcufation, rgpiicattng 
of r-Ow&''colijmns^ poweftul feinge of arittimelic functions 0tC. 
Printout i$ 3 strong point - rows^colunins can be put into 
itaifc^boid etc. and prints draft. NLOor even sidov^ays* Cant 
sort and can't just savo data cr structure of a spreadsfj^^t. but 
ma)(imum size of spreadsf^eet fs cfaimecl to be 5^£Mf You can 
use the data from a spreadsheet m ttie grapfiics modutg 
directly, thougf^ me manual is pr&tty useless at telling you f\ow 
to do this. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

Good, luiMeatured easy to use spreiadsheet 
:J Prints in draft. NLQ Oi even sideways 
:J Maximurn size of spreafjsheei 320k 
I Can transfer data directly to graphics module 

■ Manual is little more Ihan an index of commands 

■ Workfng our how to transfer data lo graphics modufs requires 
a lot of inspired guesswork 

m 'Save' options not as versatile as SuperCalc 

CRACKER TURBO 

£49.95 • Software Tech ■ 0277 220573 

A spreadst^e&t designed with advartced calculating power tirmfy 

in mind, including statistical functior}s. The screen layout ts 
totally defined by the user, and call value calculations can 
almost be full programs, e.gDO... WHILE It might prove too 
complex if all you want is simple spreadsheet operations The 
screen messages are very helpful though. Turbo is claimed to 
be faster than Cracker 2 though sometimes isn't noticeably so. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 
O Can cope with very complex formulae 



Q FlexJble screen format defined by the user 

□ On screen prompts are very clear 

□ Graphvcharts can be automatically produced 

■ Documentation is largo, but obscure ar>d confusirrg 

■ You've got to do a lot of work }usi lo §et started 

■ Very complex tor qu»cK, 5Jm;^e applications 

II Needs some programming skills to get the most out of it 

m Free workspace is on the small side ^1 7k) atlhough merrory 
is used eflidenlJy 



£59.99 • Caxton -01-2519494 

If you want a traditional spreadsheet. Scratchpad Plus has 

most of the features you could want and more. Using "virtual 

memory" means you can have a huge data area, and the 

screen can be divided into windows to view different parts at the 

same time. Many of the commands bear a remarkable similarity 

to the btg business spreadsheet Lotus 1-2-3 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

□ Virtual memory means you can have large spreadsheets 

: i MuJtipie windows - you can see ail parts you want at once 

n Good control over forrnatting 

a Vast range of cak:ula|ions possible 

■ Documentation sorely needs an imtex 

a Screen prompts are cryptic; you need ihe manual lo hand 

■ No provjsjon for automatic execution from files 

■ No graphical output facilities 



£49.95 • Amsoft/Sorcim 



2 
091 567 3395 



The best selling spreadsheet, officially endorsed by Amstrad. 
SuperCalc 2 is broadly similar to Scratchpad Plus , and at least 
as effective, but it has a smaller worftspace and is less flexible 
about the allowed spreadsheet dimensions. You can store 
sequences of commands for repetitive caicuiations. 
PLUSES '■ MINUSES 

" Excel leni manual - sections tor beginners and experts. 

. Can store sequences of commands and run later run from 

liles 
Ci "Data Interchanger" allows you to transfer spreadsheet data 

to other applications 
ij Comprehensive range of calculation lundions availably 
D Screen can be split Into 2 windows 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



SPREADSHEETS ■ GRAPHICS 



I Spreadisheei is [Imiied by memory size 
1 Nd graphical ouipul fadlitios 



Fl 

£29.95 



• Minerva Systems • 0392 37756 



ToiHed ss a quick &nd simpSe to use program hf the beghnsf^ 

this is nevertheless quite a po\/\fertu! spr&adsh^&t. wtth a f^rgg 

cap&dty. ab^Sity to replicate hrmuiae. export etc Heaiiy it's not 

vastly more userfriendty than ?/ie rest but a good vafue package 

aH the same. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

a A loi of program (or the money 

Q Good lutoriais wilh <lamo Fites 

a Simple to use bul reasonably sophislicated 

■ Nol much easier to use than more powerlul packages 



IIHAATINO 



pnc6d aod has aft the basic fitnctions. Can form pmi of an 
Integrated system witf^ r^e other Pocket products A safe buy for 
tf}e first-time user, and ttje documentation is up to the usual higfi 
f^icroPro starTpards. 
PLUSES ' MINUSES 

Good range of mathematical calculation tur>ctions. 
, Go-od cEocumentation - sections lof beginners and reference. 

You can preset a course of cells lo visil. for form lilling. 
.,; Can be integrated with other Pocl^ei producis. eg ReportStar 
m Screen size is very small - 1 0-1 5 spreadsheet rows,. 
m tVo auto - recalculate facility 

■ It s not very last 

■ You can'i type hewing lext etc. over ediacent columns 



E49.95 each • Cornix Software • 0462 682989 

&oth these programs aim to provtde f^afp to $malS businesses ty 

keeping track of costs. You break down ttie job/product you are 

doing into smalt units and specify the cost ot each basic 

component. The programs then anafys^ your profit margins and 

can produce printed quotes to convince customers you are 

superb vafue. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

G WeH wntten manual aimed at businessmen not programmers 

C Simple and robust to use 

□ Changes in material cost instanily reflecied in all quotes 

G Neat way ol doing on-lhe-spot quotes 

■ Can't add new components to a description alter it's set up 
i Cost of one component can'l be dependent on another 

■ tnfleKJble design of printed quotes might be irK:onvenient 

■ Generally only suited to smallish businesses 



£39.95 • Davrs Rubin Associates ■ 0386 841161 

A fairly traditional spreadsheet but witf} a few surprising 
features, tt's not particularly large or fast, but is attractively 



£24.95 ■ Proteus Computing • 01-748 2302 

Rotate is a simple utility program to print out text files rotated 

through 90 degrees on tf}e paper. Tl^js gives you more columns 

per page which will tw ne&Hed for some programs, like large 

spreadsheets. 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

:~ Simple menu-driven program does just what it says 

;.: Four print fonts, can be used with unrotated lifes too 

■ The quality is not att that good 

■ On(y prints plain te>Lt, no subscJ'ipts. urtderiining etc, 

■ No specific support lor non-Amstrad printers 



l\/IUL.TII 

£69.99 • MicroSoft/NewSiar • 0277 220573 

A well established package with ail the featunes you wouid 

expect of a reasonable spreadsheet — it just lacks that 

someihirrg extra thai recommends some of the newer ones. Ato 

support tor commafKJ reading from files., or tor "virtual memory". 

Adequate, but there are better for the morjey. And the manual 

can kill at twenty pacesl 

PLUSES > MINUSES 

U Functions easily entered by menu selectkin 

D Full range ol leatures and lunctions 

n On-screen heip text is available as you go 

11 Sheets can be interlinked and data transferred between them 

■ You need a computing degree lo understand the manual 

■ No SuppOil for automatic executbn 

■ Workspace is limited by CP'M memory spa^ 

■ Printer output a bit cumbersome 



•GRAPHICS* 



You can use a graphics package to create and 
store diagrams and drawings on disc, to be 
amended, adjusted or printed out at will. 

Ttiere are ttiree main types of graptiics 
package: art, technical drawing and grapti 
plotting programs. In art packages the emphasis 
is on designs and pictures, witti freehand 
drawing facilities, a selection of pretty text fonts 
and a variety of patterns to fill areas witti. These 
are made much more effective and easier to use 
if you have a mouse. 

Technical drawing packages concentrate on 
shapes, such as squares and polygons, lines 
and iabels. Finally graph plotters will take your 
data and turn them into bar charts, pie ctiarts 
and so on. 951 2 owners will have to buy a dot 
matrix printer to do all ttiis, of course. 

COMPLEMENT 

FONTS & BORDERS 

£12.50 •Dragonfly Designs 

Mtioagh It can be used with ^H ttie main OTP packages . this 

latest complement disc was designed to work alongside Stop 

Press, The 1 1 fonts supplied on the disc show consistant good 

design and artistic flair and are eastly loaded. 

PLUSES ■ MINUSES 

J The Jonts provde a very protessional fmish. 

□ It is possible to rataie and rei/erse elements. 

D Very user-lhendty, 

■ Setting up borders tends to be difficult and time-oonsummg. 



Printed output could be better (but il )s stjtt above 
average). 



£49.95 • Digital Research • 0635 35304 

This IS a drawing utility, which allows you to compose designs 
from circles, polygons, lines and a wide variety of shadings and 
styles of text It's very cumbersome to use unless you also 
have a light pen or a mouse, and overall jtoI very friendly. Not 
recommended unless you're ready for some hard wodi. 
PLUSES * MINUSES 
d When pushed, ft can produce very neat diagrams, even on 

the standard PCW printer 
ri Good, professional manual (ailhough no mention of Amstrad 

specif rcsj 
3 You need CP/M expertise Eo get it installed and going 
« Painfully Sbw screen handling 
m Ditficult to use by keyboard alone ■■ you must buy a ligbipen 

or mouse 



£49.95 > Digital Research • 0635 35304 

A rather speciails&d package, specifically for presenting 
complex data in graph form. Can produce line graphs, bar 
charts, piecharis. scatter plots, text, arvi compositions of any 
mixture of these. Very flexible, and easily operated by rnenus. 
but realty needs a graph plotter to do it justice. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

Can read data from certain spreadsheet programs 

{e.g.SuperCaic) 
u Extensive annotation of your designs end teid placing is 

possible 
c Good, professional manual (atlhough no mention of Amstrad 

specifics) 



Supports a colour graph plotter as an cutpul device 

■ You need lo have some CP'M expertise to gel it installed and 
going 

■ There is r»o way ot joining points by a smoothed curve 



IWIOUSE 

£79.95 or £129.95 < Electric Studio • 0462 675666 

Ostensibly you are buyit^g a piece of hardware — a tight pen, or 

a mouse, that can be used with many PCW graphics programs. 

like DR Draw. In practice, its main use is with the software that 

comes With it. a very good picture drawing package. You can 

freehand draw, get airbrush effects, create poiygons and 

circles, and move blocks of pixels. Great fun 

PLUSES • MINUSES 

D Light pen hardware is a simple plug-in module 

: ' Can use Ireehand pen or cursor keys for accuracy 

D Menu selections are easy to understand 

z< Full range of functions lor area ftiling, shading and spraying 

O Blocks Ot pixels can be moved and copied 

■ You would need to know your way around CPiM to use the 
tjghtpen itself with other graphjcs programs 

m Items on the screen are purely pixels, not distinct elements 
Wt No positioning of items by numeric co-ordinates for accuracy 

MASTER RAINT 

£19.95 • Database Software* 0625 678868 

A Wlf\4P environment graphics package (windows, icons . 
menus, ar^d pointer} which will run with Kempston. AMXor 
Electric Studio mice. Usual facilities for drawing curved or 
straight lines, polygons, boxes, circles and ellipses, and a host 
of 'fill' patters. Vrido' function arid eraser facility, plus the ability 
to zoom in on a part of the picture and make pixel-by-pixei 
changes 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

U WIMP environment maXes it easy to use 
D Zoom function lets you fine-tune your pictures 
n Good range ol elfects 
: Undo ar»d erase ladlitles 

■ Text fonts are borfng 

■ Can t move large blocks with the copy furrction 



£69.95 • Database Software' 0625 878868 

A device whsch clips on to your printer head and spans pictixes. 

sending the digitised result to disc. You can then use the 

pictures in desktop publications or in other graphics padoges. 

such as Master Paint. Very useful for newlsetter produi^ion but 

the claims for Master Scan as a low-cost tax machirie are 

grandiose - the Quality of scanned text is poor if the text is 

anything iess than headline size. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

D Simple method ot getting good digitised graphics 

D Suitable tor all desktop publishing programs 

n Contrast control useful 

■ Quality ot scanned text is bad - no good for faxes 

■ Problems witl^ iHustrations containing lots ol grey 



£9.95 • independent User Group • 0242 224340 

It's easy to ring the changes with the five fonts provided on this 
poster program because you can have either solid or hollow 
characters in one of six patterns. Very good value for mor^y 

but best for tf\e occasional poster producer. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

Lj Its really good value tor money. 

n You can freely mix fonts and styles 

■ The print commands are contained in a tile which you have 
to create yoursell. 

■ No warning if the poster is too big for the paper 

LIGHTNING 
BASIO 

£19.95 ■ CP Software • 0993 823496 

A very clever add-on to normal Basic whichworks on three 

levels The first atntains atl the everyday commands, whilst the 

second and third levels are used for designing icons, characters 

and sprites. There is something in it for everyone, whether an 

experienced Sastc programmer or a beginner. A useful all round 

graphics tool 

PLUSES * MINUSES 

G Simple and easy to use 

il Makes simple Basic programs look really professional 

n Good fun to use 

■ Documentation can be unclear 
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Aids bo IDesKtop 

IPublishing on the 

PCW range prom an 

llndependant source. 



The current, range includes tine f olloujing. 



COMPLEMEMT, 



||whci"P staCfU jiiTC iricXkte user anipiy^- 



I 



OUTLI^E, 
BCX:?DEQED: 



fl oiK a*" Foflcs ano erwrj, »v»itK^ fw all fiw DTP yoaraagi. Tnp natenal 

irieVlM IH Cfciro, ftrt noui««u sntf fttec tMrtten, along sitn i^tftar ityki. 

Tlw fonts irc\jde ti^is uns f&r QuV t»)t as »ell n thrst* coitplwwitaru Art 

Dfrca 5tulB4 and Cuo dif fcftrt iVt ftew*su roras, Also iflcXjOfifl gn tiw oisc 

ts a LocOKfipt f 1^ Qf Hiflts *ftfl Ti(H on Dwl-.tB PubliBftT^. 

Fv Kfwadnk IrC^'tBtionftt u9ir» <^\. thit m a diK oi* tHpi^cs HtCii i^sxt 

areai aVHdy i*id Out on trw &Ba*- yarioy? pwr sues ai^s flyppurted »5 ueil 

as *ad latipTflr dtrflonsl flrganiMf oaflcs and jibts, 

l^lN only Tdt >^B4le9k uapi's. t^i4 1^91: hH 8cir<l«rs »^(a4u «fittO(vd on dw 

page. iflutnD tin «id vrrort m psgi Isucpt'^. L«99 tnsn 40t c<r trv OQ«-d?ri are 

rrpa crw H^cirial en iMPtilentE'rc'. l:r^ rf»t r? nev ilcsipn} iiicludinB tr>on 

boritering thig kiiufrtiainent. 

R diK (ff fT-K clsag wittl^Je SAio-ai"t 1'1'oa lir* drauing* I5g MichMi: Kas^ 1 rrEre 

ia not 4 cartcon wionQit thsw wautifvr pictvfla. For Stop Prpsi, fiwaOssh 

Md Deaktc^ Pud^ar^er, [ c^t Stjcet &v ^ecfuvst. C3 ur disc »>:^-ra, ] 

W 4 Oiflc, OlC a [f answTf nc ovsrlsu tij assiat m pw isjout- [ for Hcuiiite5«:# 

Mrtctws Oftlg » *nd Stop 'Pf«a onchH and c«i j mtti full instj-ucticma. ] 

PncHJ at c S1.9S pfr lyjffrlav. 



1 AMIMAL 1, 
GI^IDIOT, 
^=. Orsgonfly Dssigns, 53, Tine Shrublands, HDRSFDRD, NR 1Q 3 EL 



DOUBLE-JAY Software 



Sollwars for Vhe AMSTHAD CPC 6128, all PCW's and IBM compaliblfls 

CASH BOOK CPC * CASH BOOK PCW * CASH BOOK PC 

ELECTRONIC CASH ANALYSIS 



Simp'le'Cdsh analysis and budgst cQnrroi QucK paslingis, eas/ updalie$.. automatic dale 

son, balance calculation and standing orders. Full and paMial sfalemenis and summaries- 

Ideal 'Of keepmg irack cf all mcon^e and e>:perbd'ture. 



V . refreshingt^ usar-ffiendly and an elfeclive means of l(ee,ping tabs on expendilure (or 
bolhi home and small business users '-CV^TA'PCW November J987 
' . hds sorre good facint^es for handling standing orders thai would seem ideaF lor Keeping 
track of a personal account ."-500D Pi tyS Wovemfcef i937 

CASH BOOK ^ You'll wonder how you ever managed wilhout it! 

CASH BOOK CPC PCW C13 

CASH BOOK PC tie 

CPC'PCW versions run under CP/M PJus and are suppiied on 3' disc PC version runs under 

PC/MS-DOS and is supplied on 5.25" disc 

Prices include manual, postage, pacJving and despalcJi by reiurn posi, 

Chflquea and PO'a only. Overseas orders add t1 

DOUBLE-JAY Software and Services, PO Box S, REDRUTH. CornvveH TR16 4JJ 

Pleasfl slale compuler lype when ordering 



DOUBLE-JAY- Practical Software at Realistic Prices 




SMART 




Protect Your Computing Equipment With 
BBD PROFESSIONAL DUST COVERS 

In todays economic climate where equipment failure costs tinie and 

money protecting your hardware from wear and tear is the smart thing 

to do and the smart way to do it is with dust covers from the BBD 

Professional Range. 

Manufactured from top quality washable nylon and attractively finished 

with contrasting piping BBD covers are simply the smartest protective 

covers available. 

BBD covers can be washed and ironed without (ear of fading or 

shrinking and will never crack or loose their shape. 

With all these superlative features you might expect BBD covers to be 

a little expensive. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256/85 1 2 : £ 1 1 .95 

In light grey with green piping. 3 piece set 
AMSTRAD PCW 95 1 2 : £ 1 3.95 

In ivory with green piping. 3 piece set 

BBD also offer a wide range of matching covers for the printers from 
only £5.00. 

These include Amstrad DMP 2000,3000 and 3160, Amstrad DMP 
4000 and L03SOO. and a selection from Brother, Canon, Citizen, Epson, 
Star etc. etc. Generally covers for 80 column printers are £5.00 and for 
1 32 column £6.00 

GET SMART! GET BBDI 

BBD DUST COVERS 

The Stand ish Centre, 

Cross Street, Standish, Wigan WN6 OHQ 

Telephone: 02S7 422968 Ext, 32 Fax: 02S7 423909 

Hours of Business Mon-Fri9-S Sat 9-4 



BLAKELY COMPUTER SERVICES 

• ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT + DELIVERY • 


PCW SOFTWARE 


DATABASES 


PAPER 


DISKS 


Locoscriplll 18.50 

Locospell 18.50 

Mail Merge 18.50 

Datastore 28.50 

Database II 77.00 


Tasword 8000 20 DO 


ALL PAPER PRICES 

FOR ZOOO SHEETS 

11 X 9580 gsm 20,70 


ALL DISKS UNBHANDED 
AND GUARANTEED 

3" 

5CF2 11.00 50CF2 87.50 

10CF2 19.00 100 CF2. 170.00 

?0CF2. .35.00 

5 1/4"DSDD96TPi 

PRICES IMCLUDE tOO 
CAPACITY STORAGE BOX 

25 18,25 100 49,00 


Mastertite 8000 44 99 


Delta 85,00 

ALSO 
Locomail. ..,„ ..,25.00 


11 X 9.5 80 gsm 22 00 


11 X 9,5 60 gsm 14.90 

11 X 14,5 60 gsm 18.50 








PPC 


11 xBBeOgsm 1600 

11 xB,5 80qsm 20 00 


PC 1640 


PPC612S 430 00 


PRINTERS 


Single Mono 520.00 

Double Mono 673.00 




PPC640D 610 00 


Pansonie . . ... 179.00 
Panasonic 1082 219 00 




Single Colour 667.00 

Double Colour 820.00 

Single ECG , 814.00 

Double EEG 905.00 


PC 1512 


Micro Peripherals 135 144,00 

Micro Peripherals 165 272.50 




Single Mono 483 25 

Double Mono , 602 00 

Single Colour 644.85 

Double Colour 763 00 


Canon 1080A ,,314,00 

Juki 6100 ,., 316.00 


50 28.25 

AMSOFT 3" CF2 

5 11.75 50 105.00 

10 . , . 22 00 too 205 00 


20Mb HardrivB Colour t124.00 


LQ350O 360.00 

LO3500 , 299,00 


20Mb Hardrive ECG 1270 00 

1 640 + 32Mb Hardcard add £300 


PCW 


LQ500 425.00 

MP 26 (Dais/wheel) 240.00 

MP 135 144,00 

MP 135+ , 155,00 


DESK TOP 
PUBLISHERS 


B256 ,330 00 

6512 430 00 

951? 520 00 


MP 165+ 245.00 

MP 200 276O0 


20 43.00 

For larges quantities please 
telephone for a quote 


PCW ACCESSORIES 


MP 201 289.00 

MP 480 .,. 295 00 


DesMop Publisher * Mouse 69 50 
Desktqs Publisher ... 27 50 


MP 700 439 00 

IBM Printer Cable 9 ^0 


1 Mb Disk Drive Upgrade 

for all machines 150.00 

RS 232 Interlace 

For 8000 Series 62.00 

PRINTER RIBBONS 
PHONE FOR QUOTE 


Newsdesk International + Mouse 77.00 

Stop Press + Mouse ...77,00 

Reel Street Editor 59 95 


* CHEQUES/P.O. TO * * ACCESSyVISA *'M 
BLAKELY COMPUTER SERVICES HOW TO TELEPHONE ^ 




RATHFRILAND t 
BT34SHQ „,.,_ ' 


inn PR 08206 38779 

3RDER 24 HOURS 



THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



GRAPHICS • GAMES 



p Firfnted output is coarse draft qualrty 
I Can only cope wHh simple graphics 

SIGNWRITER 

£49,95 • Wight Scientific • 01 858 2699 

Ofiers the widest range ot features of any ot the poster 

printing programs. Signwriter provid&s range of 30 fonts. 

sotne ot them very imaginative, fdeaf for the regular poster 

producer 

PLUSES 'MINUSES 

D Vcu can redesign lonis and design your awn symbois. 

n A wide range ol mtefesling lonts ■£ supplied 

* Moi verf userlriendly. 

■ Fofit design Is siow. 



£49.99 • AMS • 0925 413501 

Thoiigh touted as a DTP program. S^cp Pr&ss is an encceiient 

graphics package. Can present data in ttie form of graphs, pie 

Chans etc, and has the usual range ot tsciftt^&s to draw ^nd fiii 

triaf>gSe$. boxes and so on plus a very good 'zoom ' option 

which lets you examine the effect of changes in great detaii. 

PLUSES - MINUSES 

D Good graplT drawing facilities 

Ci Can design your own area HH patterns 



Good r&ng& of clip ail, which you C^n nriodify if you wish 
Can superimpose one image on another 
Works with AMX and Kefiipslon mice 
Is also a good DTP package 
Undoing wrongly placed lext is difficult 



El 9.95 ' CP Software • 099382 3463 

The full titfe is 'Afi you ever wanted to know atiout graphics, the 

tiniverse and everythir}g on FCW 8£56/85i2 ... but were afrskf 

to asf( PLUS Fhew, A wide range of iittte programs to do 

grapf^ic thtngs on the PCWtike smooth scroiiiryg, detinir}g 

windows, moving sprites around. The programs are writtan in 

assembfar, with the source code provided tt you want to see 

how to program them for yourself .and adapt the roufiries Great 

far programmers 

PLUSES ' MINUSES 

u Wide range of uselul functions 

p Can be used from 3ASIC. machine code, or otfier language 

□ The assembler source code is supplied 
D Inexpensive 

□ Good manual 

Cj CP don1 mind you using their routines fn programs you sell 

{within reason') 
a A bil tongwlnded lo use from BASIC 
■ No easy way of loading just the routines you want 



E99,95 . Electric Studio • 0462 675666 

A black tmx which plugs onto f^e expansion p0J7 at the t>ack of 

the PCW. into which you put a video camera or video recorder. 

ft wiil then 'digitise' the picture it receives and display H on the 

screen. The result can be used as a normal graphic in any of 

the deslitop pubtiishing packages and can be edited, cut, pasted 

etc.. 

PLUSES -MINUSES 

LI Automatically picks a good conirasi level for ihe di^ay 

u Can slore pictures lor Light Pen of Mouse to work on later 

n Can print out on a lull A4 page 

■ Cani lake simple TV signals - video only 

■ When used fn a desktop publiscaiion. won't be as good as 
screened pholographs 



CRAFPAD WITH 



£149.50 -Grafsales* 0923 43942 

A system allowing both freehand and technical design via a 
special pen. This works from a digitising tablet' which takes 
over the functions of the keyboard arid fits into the expansion 
port at the back of the PCW. Wide range of features including 
object move^ ability to define symbols for future use arvi 
sophisticated zoom feature for fine adjustments. Its potentiat is 
enormous though at the price may be limited to specialist 
drawing office applications. 
PLUSES - MINUSES 

Combines best ol freehand and lechnical drawing t 

Zoom feature allows drawing in ot fine details 

Accurate 

Sophisticated, professkinal package 
■ Espensrve - not really meant for Ihe private user 

£99,95 • Rom bo Productions • 0506 39046 

A very similar package to the Electnc Studto Otgitiser: not rr^uch 
to choose between the two. Romtxt's wofks with the Fleet 
Street Editor, Electric Studio s with f^ewsdesk Intemationai 
PLUSES ^ MINUSES 

"", Text can be inserted from within the program 
. iGlevels of shading 

Can pnnt images to screen m defined Of(tef and time apart - 

greal for presentations 
« Unhelpful manual 




OETI III 

£19.95 . CRL {01 533 2918) - All PCWs 

The sequel to Tau Ceti. To qualify as an advanced skimmer 
pilot you must complete successfully 20 missions. Blast 
enemy craft with your personalty designed skimmer 

GRAPHICS ■■■■'- AOQICHVENESS ^^^ 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■ VALUE VEROlCT ^^^ 

BACKCAMMON 

£1 5.95 . CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 

A faiflygood impfementation of the gambling board-game. 
Playing speed is easily altarable and is totally unrelated to 
fhe games levei of skill control. 

RANGE Of FEATURES Wmamw STHEhtaTK Of PLAV ^HH ■ 

GHAPHICS ^^m 0OCUMENTATK>N IHBbh 



£14.95 • Ocean (061-832 6633) • 8000s only 

3-D animated graphics as you guide Batman around Gotham 
City, looking for hidden parts of the Batcraft. Good range of 

hazards, and even a tunel 

GRAPHICS ^^^ ADDICTIVEMESS ■■■■■ 

LASTMCi APPEAL ^^H V^ALUE VERDICT IBBIB 



£14.95 • CRL (01-533 2918) • All PCWs 

A traditional text adventure with large playing area. You explore 
Castle Blackstar arxi its mysterious caverns m search of a 
power orb. 

ATIUOSPHERE ^^« INTERACTFON ■■■■■ 

CHALLENGE MBB* VALUE VERDICT ^^B 



£13.95 • Gremlin (0742 753423) • 8000s only 

A graphics bouocifyg-t)att game . You have to direct the ball over 
a treacherous rielwortt of squares & h&x&goris. Persevet^ - or 

use Ihe cheat mode! 

SRAPffiCS ^^n ADDICTIVENESS l^aa 

LASnrtG APPEAL BIBII VALUE VERDICT ^^B 



BRIAN CLOUGH'S 



£17.95 'CDS (0302 21134). All PCWs 

A cross ttelween Monopoly and Footttall Manager, combinmg 
board and PCW. Go for league and cup success - but keep 

t^te bank manager happy tool 

QRAPM1CS ■■■«!■ AO[74CTlVE^eS$ ^^K 

LASTING APPEAL HBW VALUE VERDICT n^^^ 



£19.95 • CP Software (099382 3463) • All PCWs 

A tew of the bids it makes seem a Utile strange, but as bridge 
programs on computers go this is pretty good. Ciaims not to 
cheat, even though it dealsf 

GRAPHICS ^BB« STRENGTH OF PLAY ^Kbi 

LASTING APPEAL IHBV* VALUE VERDICT ^■M-fl 



E15.95 . CP Software (0993 823643) • All PCWs 

One of the better PCWcftess programs. You can alter the 
favei of play by specifying a time limit~ Capable of very 
strong play and the 3D graphics are excellent. 

GRAPHICS ^■■a STRENGIt^ OF PLAV IBViQ 

RANGE OF FEATURES MBM VALUE VEHDICT ^■■i 



ESS 4.0 

£15.95 . CDS Software (0302 21134) • All PCWs 

A very Strong chess game which manages to use time which 
you spend thinkir\g to plan its strategy. Bags of features. 

including blindfold games. 

GRAPHICS ^HUS STTIENGTH OF PLAV MBlll 

LASTING APPEAL ^MB* VALUE VERDICT ^■■b 



£15.95 ■ Amsoft (0277 230222) • All PCWs 

Chess game with a stunningly Hetailed 3-D display. Ttte play is 
quite stfong. with ssvsrai handy features like allowing you to 
takebacHa fnove. 

GRAPHICS ^^^ STRENGTH OF PlAY tammm 

LASKNS APPEAL aMBE VALUE VERDICT HOm 



£15.95 . CP Software (0993 82 3463} • All PCWs 

A merciless opponesnt. this game is capable ot very strong 
play. The playing board is shown in 3D perspective.but there is 

no clock to limiit time on moves. You ceo set level of difficulty. 

GRAPHICS ^mm STRENGTH OF PLAY IHMB 

RANGE OF MATURES ^H* VALUE VERDICT ^^H 



ni-iG 

£14.95 . The Edge (01-831 1801) • All PCWs 

F/nfl 3-D graphic adventure wsth similar screen display to 
Batman. You explore a castle prison, battle with numerous 
enemies and solve puzzles. 

GRAPHICS Maa« AODICTIVENCSS ^^U 

LASTING APPEAL ■■■■^ VALUE VERDtCT ^MBl 



£15.99 . Arioiasoft (01-386 3411) • All PCWs 

An icon driven adventure that works superbly well. Slop the 
Russians from setting off a nuclear device in the UK Three 

excellent games on the one disc. 

ATMOSPHERE OTHln IKTEH ACTION ^^11 

CHALLENGE ^^mm VALUE VE^tDlCT ^^M 



8000 PLUS 69 




THE GOOD SOFTWARE FILE 



GAMES 



£14.95 . Level 9 (0344 487597) • All PCWs 

Yoii fotktw fhe adventufes of ingrid Bottomtow, tf}9 mtrepki 
gnome, through a fairy tale iaodscape fuH Of cornp^iiing 
puzzles. Humorous and rather tjuaint. 

ATlilOSPHERE lIBu IHTlRACmON l^VB 

t^lAUENGE HBH VAtUE VERDICT ^^D 



GRAHAM GOOCH-S 



£19.95 • Audiogenic (0734 303663) • All PCWs 

A good cricket match simutalion with animated graphics. You 
can seleciyour own teams, control the speed of bowting and 
striKing For cricket fens. 

QFUPKICS ^^n «DDICTIVEHESS IBBBB 

LASniVG APPEAL IBBU VALUE VERDICT l^MI 



£24.95 • Ralnbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

To loin th0 select Guiia ol Jhreves in Kerovnia. you lirst have to 
stjow your worth by tteecing an isiand of ail its treasufes. An 
excellent adventure' 

ATMOSPHERE ■■■■ INTERACTION ^^BB 

CHALLENGE IBBai VALUE VERDICT BlBai 



£15.95 . Coda (01-789 9551) • All PCWs 

You coach an Amartcan Footbafi team, picking pfayers and 
d&ddtr^ tactics against reai NFL teams and players, tncr&dUfSy 
datail^d simutatton - a must fof NFL fans' 

ATMOSPt^RE IBBBH INTER ACTNDN l^HB 

CHALLEHI^E mmmm VALUE VERDICT H^BB 



£14.95 • Ocean (061 832 6633) • SOQOs only 

A supertattve, compulsive 3D arcade adventure where you 
coniTot etfhar Hoad or i-i&ets. Escapa from Castle Btacktooth 
and free the Empire's ensiaved pianets. 

OfUlPHlCS ^^^m ADDICTIVENESS ^^^m 

tASTINQ APPEAL ^^^ VALUE VERD9CT ^^^ 



HITCH-HIKERS' 



£24.99 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) - All PCWs 

*i many pei^le's minds, the best adventure program ever 
written. Based on [Jougtas Adams' series, it is ingenious, 
tillarious and fnind-tjoggting. A must' 

ATUOSPHERE ^^^ IHTEHACTION ^^^ 

CHALLENGE aBI^ VALUE VERDICT IB^H 



£24.95 • Ralnbird (01 631 5373) • All PCWs 

This one's ail about saving th$ civilisation of a place caifed 
Aquitahfa from the wicked Green Witches. All you have to 
do is find and reassemble a magic bracelet and redirect its 
errant powers A vary atmosph&ric game. 

AtMOSPHERE MBIB CHALLENGE IMMM 

IMTEflACnON ^^Hl VAL JE VEHDtCT RMHU 



NEXT MONTH 

The guide continues next month with the 
categories of WORDPROCESSORS, 
ACCOUNTS; PAYROLL, UTILITY and DTP 
The month after that will cover DATA- 
BASES, EDUCATION and COMM- 
UNICATIONS software, and the month after 
that it's back to this months topics. 

Our intention is to keep publishing the 
three parts of the guide in rotation. 



KNIGHT 

£19.95 -Level 9 (01-631 5373) -All PCWs 

You are an ore in this typical Level 9 adventure by the name of 
Grtdieguts. An ackftctive game with lots of action, plenty to 
explore and mir\d-bending puz2l0s. 

ATMOSPHERE Wmmm INTERACTION IHBBl 

CHALLENGE ^^^m VALUE VEROPCT ^^^M 

LEATHER GODDESSES 



£24.95 . Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Lascivious, licentious and lewd - definitely not tor teministsi An 
excellent adventure game, spoofirtg tioth sci-ti and Sotto. With 
3D scratch 'n 'snitf card' 

ATMOSPHERE BBM INTERACTION ^^^ 

CHALLENCE MBHl VALUE VERDICT ■■■■a 



£19.95 • Melbourne Ho. (01-377 8411} • All PCWs 

Excellent adaptation ol the Tolkien i^assic. You take the role ol 
frodo or one ofhis group, and rove through Mii^le Eartti 
meeting balrogs, ores, wargs and ail. 

ATMOSPHERE ^^^ INTERACTION ^^^ 

CHALLENGE ^i^^^i^^ VALUE VERDICT MBBl 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Something nasty is iurkirjg down tn tha l>owels of the George 
Edwards Institute of Tectirtology - find it before it ftmfe youl 

Another grest game from tnfocom. 

ATMOSPHERE ^^BP INTERACTION ■■■■ 

CHALLENGE fl^H VALUE VERDICT MHBfl 

MATCHDAY II 

£14.95 • Ocean (061 832 6633)- All PCWs 

Excellent football simulation game with superb graphics. 
Tackling and jumping .votleyir^ and heading etc. Play 
against the computer or against a friend. 

GRAPHICS ^^^ ADDICTIVENESS ^^^ 

LASTING APPEAL ^^^ VALUEVERDICT ^^^^^ 



£24.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

An excell&ns adventure with dozens of supett screen 
illustrations^ zany characters and a host of baffling puzzles. Will 
keep you entranced for hours. 

ATMOSPHERE ^^^ INTERACTION ^^^ 

CHALLENGE Wmmm VALUEVERDICT IBHHl 



£19.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) • All PCWs 

A trilogy of inthguing adventure games. You are secret agent 
Kim Kimbertey saving Snowball 9 from almost certain doomi 

With a humorous novella. 

ATMOSPHERE laiBM INTERACTION MH^ 

CHALLENGE ^^m VALUE VERDICT ^^m 



£19.95 * Virgin Leisure (01-727 8070) « All PCWs 

Excellent implem$ntatfOo of the famous game. 1 to 4 people 
can play the computer which krjows a fair tew obscure words. 
Good graphicai display. Eight levels of difficulty, and the top 



updating it each month to include all new 
products. If you would like to see other 
sections of the guide, back issues of 8000 
Plus are available at CI .75 each. 

Meanwhile, if you are aware of any 
significant omissions or errors in the File 
as published, please let us know. We 
intend to maintain it as THE authoritativfe 
guide to PCW software. 



level scores 350 or so regularly, so you have to be on top lorml 

GRAPHICS l^na ADDICTIVENESS ^HII 

LASTINC! APPEAL ^^H VALUEVERDICT liaBa 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Enter the world of necromancy arid sorcery courtesy of anoth^ 
intnguing and mind berviing adventure game from Infocom. You 
have to find out the r^rrect spells which will locate your missing 
master, Betboz. 

ATMOSPHERE ^^^ tNTERACTION aBBia 

CHALLENGE MMBa VALUE VERDFCT IBlBi 

STARGLIDER 

£24.95 • Rainbird (01-240 8838) - All PCWs 

A sophisticated shoot- em-up with 3D vector graphics artd a 
dose of strategy too. Your task is to save IVovenia. helped by a 

Complex playing guide. 

GRAPHK;S ^i^^i^^ ADDICTtVENESS aMfls 

LASTING APPEAL OBIBb VALUEVERDICT Wtmam 



£24.95 • Activision (01-431 1101/2992) • All PCWs 

Sequel to Planetfali. Vou explore a space station wtth your 

chums Floyd and the philosopltical robot Plato. Usual Inlocom 

standards -a great sci-ti adventure, a mix of 2001 and Star 

Trek' 

ATMOSPHERE ^^^ INTERACTION ^^HS 

CHALLENGE MiaB VALUEVERDICT ^^^ 



:VE DAVIS 



£14.95 ■ CDS (0302 21134) • All PCWs 

Surprisingly realistic simulation of both pool and snooker games 
- not as easy as it looks either!. Foul shots, breaks etc. and 
allows for spin, side, sirerjgth of Shot. Good value, despite all 
the tialts being greens f 

GRAPHICS ^■■H ADDICTTVENESS B^aHH 

LASTING APPEAL ^HftH VALUEVERDICT ^^Hl 

STRIKE FORCE 



£19.95 . MIrrorsoft (01-377 4645) • All PCWs 

A comtial simulation of a Hawker Hamer, desigryed in 
conjurKtian with British Aerospace. Very detailed and realistic 
but you'll need to put in a few hours with the manual to get off 

the ground. 

GRAPtllCS IHHBH ADDICTIVENES5 HlBHll 

LASTING APPEAL ^■fth VALUE VERDICT ^H«i1l 

TIME ANO 

MAGIK 

£14.95 ' Mandarin Software (0625 879920) 

An excelfent trilogy of time travel adventure which can be 
played in arjy order. Your task is to protect the history fof the 
world from the destructive timelords -arjottjer very atmospheric 

game. 

ATMOSPHERE ^^^^^i^^ INTERACTION ^^H 

CHALLENGE >■■■■ VALUEVERDICT M^ 



£19.99* Mirrorsoft (01-377 4837) • All PCWs 

You fit together btk^ of various shapes that drop out of ttie sky 
at the bottom olthe screen The better the Tit. the higher your 
score. One of those ridiculously simple Ideas which is very 
addicllvel 

GRAPHICS ^na ADDICTIVENESS ^^M 

LASTING APPEAL ^B^ VALUE VERDICT 1^^ 



£19.95 • Digital Int. {0276 684959) • eOOOs only 

A sophisticated Apache helicopter flight simulator. Impressive 
cockpit vrew graphics as you engage in combat missions - can 
be used with a joystick too. 
GRAPHICS maa^ addictiveness hhi> 

LASTING APPEAL «■*■■ VALUEVERDICT ^^Bl 



Hardsoft • international 

1a Tlie Square, Sawbridgeworth, Herts 

0279 726488/406 



I FASF AN AMSTRAD PC 16W 

DDMO * EPSON PRINTER ♦ WOROPROCESSOR » SPREADSHEET , FOR 

UNDER ET.OO PER WEEK 

We Oder all th& AmstraO miichmes. vanous printers arxJ soflware lor sale, lease purchase or 
lease-reniai. Short term hire available. 

PCW 8256 -- C33S + VAT 
PCW 8512 .. £415 + VAT 
PCW 9512 -- £444 + VAT 

ALL FREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT WORTH E75 
Software also available at up to i '2 nofmal prices 

AMSTRAD PPC's In stock 

■ NATIONWIDE NEXT DAY DELIVERY ' CONSUMABLES " FREE TAX S 

FINANCIAL GUIDANCE • CONTINUOUS STAIONEflV ' 

'24hr MAINTENANCE ■ 



AMSOFT 3" DISCS - £22.95 FOR 10 

DISC BOXES - TO HOLD 4S x 3" DISCS 

ONLY £9.95 

S256/S512 FABRIC RIBBONS - £3.85 EACH 

9512 PRIMWHEELS - £5.99 EACH 

Full range of business & leisure sofMare al lowest prices, 

AH our prices include VAT S Is! class post (UK only) 

The price you see is the price you pay 

Order now. from:- 

K&IVI COMPUTERS, UNIT 1, 

40, FAIRSTEAD, 

BIRCH GREEN, 

SKELMERSDALE, LANCS. WN8 6RD. 

24 MRS PHONE 0695 29046 
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EXPERT SYSTEM 



ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE FOR THE AMSTRAD PCW 

WIseOne provides the new Artificial Intelligence techniques to create a 
friendly interactive Expert System Consultant on any subject. Your 
WiseOne system will give expert advice using questions, answers, 
statements and explanations in a conversational manner For 
diagnosing situations, decision-making and guidance. There are 
WiseOne users in: 

TRAINING, PERSONNEL, LOCAL AUTHORITIES, UNIVERSITIES 

LAW. INDUSTRY, SOCIAL SERVICES, COMMERCE, MEDICINE, 
LIBRARIES. 

WiseOne includes a tutorial package with many examples. If you can 
use a word processor you can use WiseOne tc learn about Expert 
Systems. Note the Reviews: 

a povmrlul expert system shell. . genuinely uselul. .. (SOOOPIus) 

...could do valuable vvork (or any user . 
may be used by nonexperts.. (Vour Amstrad PCW) 

, manual clearly written and well laid out, assuming no prior knowledge. ..an 
excellent primer. , 
..powerlul and clearly versatile features ol comparable shells for the PC costing 
many times more (Computing with the Amstrad PCW) 

Locoscript/RPED knowledge files ' Help/Explanation/Don't know/Why 

True/false, numei'ic & option knowledge " Rule priorities * Text files 

Volunteenng. Changed answers. Interruption ' Pnnter logging * Trace 

Variable Matching " Reasoning stages ' fvlultiple e-qA gc 

goals ■ Arithmetic 

^ snc P&P 

SWALLOWSOFT PUBUCIATIOHS (Re e, 

PO Box 107, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, KT12 5PQ 



Comtec Systems 



t3 Abington Square, Northampton NN1 4AE 

Telephone: 0604 24463/21763 

Telex 265871 MONREF G Quoting 72: MAG31116 




ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKING 

Council. L.E.A., PLC S Corporate orders welcome 
All prices subjecl to change without notice 

OVERSEAS ORDERS 

Please add the following per iterr 

All paymenis m sterling drawn on UK Bank EEC Elsewhere 

Software. Books, Discs. Leads £2,00 E6,00 

Printers, Disc Drives £20.00 P.CA 

Compulers £40. 00 P.CA. 



COMPUTERS 



PCW BSS5 ,. 3?9.00 

PCW 8512 „ „ 479.00 

PCW 9512 509 00 



PCW HARDWARE 



AmsrtadRSas? Centronics If S5,50 

Amstrad FD2 Second Drive 143.00 

AmsiraclFD4 Second Dru*e95tZ ,. 160,00 

S256 f^emflfv Ufig^ade 45,00 

PCW Du SI Covers 9.95 

PCW Primer Eii CaDies 1 1 ,50 

PCWKeyiward En Cables 4.96 

PCW Mouse Mats 3.95 

10 Blank 3" CF2 Discs 23,00 

PCW Joystich & Interlace 25 50 

tockaUle Disc Storage Box (40) 8.00 

Lockable Disc Storage Boi (80) i i.OO 

CCW 825S 851 2 95 1 2 Ribbon's eacti . 4.00 

PCW9512 Dais/w'^eci Tym St/les 

leaetii 495 



STOCK CONTROL 



DATABASES 



DAATAFAX 



Daatafax Basic Version 35-00 

Bas*c Version + Mouse 70-00 



ACCOUNTS PACKAGES 



Compact Accounis ... 1 70.00 

Compact Accounis Pius 199.00 

Camsofi Full System 1 10.00 

Camsod Sales 43.00 

Camsoit Stock Control 43.00 

Camsoll Invoicing 43.00 

Sage Pocuiar 73.00 

Sage Popular Plus _ 1 10.00 

Sage Combo 110.00 

Sage Sup^r Combo , 1 70,00 

Sandpiper Accounts 130.00 

I^AP Iniergraied 1 1 0,00 

M>[;ro Simplei (8512) 90,00 

Money Manager Plus _ 25,00 



PAYROLL 



Sage 

Sage Paysiips i 1 000) 

Camsoti 

MAP 

Camsott 
MAi^ 

dBase II lAshion Tai9) 

Cardbox 

Cambase..... 

Condor 1 

Atlastpius 

Dataslore 

Locomail 

Maslerlile 8000 

Magic Flier., .,,.., .,.„„„. 

Sage Flelrieve 

Pockei inlostar 

Matctibox 

Tasword 8000 

Tassprint 8000 -... 

Taspell 

Proteil 

Prospell 

PockBl Protent 

Pockei Wordslar 

Locoscript 2,. 

Locoscnpi 2 * Locospell 
Locospeil (1 or 2) .......... 

Locomaii 

NewWord II 

Supe.'calc II 37.50 

Cracker II 37.50 



WORD PROCESSING 



54.00 
40.00 
40,00 
.40.00 



43,00 
40.00 



75,00 
44.00 
37.00 
SO.OO 
35.00 
30.00 
3000 
40.00 

SO.OO 

51.00 
30.00 
27.00 



19,00 
18.50 
13.50 
49.00 
24.00 
32.00 
36.50 
19.00 
30,00 
20.00 
25.00 
58.00 



SPREADSHEETS 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT POST & PACKING TO UK 



GENERAL & UTILITIES 



Companion , 1 8.00 

DR Draw „.. 35.00 

DR Graph 35.00 

DR Pascal 35.00 

DR C Basic Compiler ,...35.00 

Electric Sludip Lightpen , 63,00 

Electric Sludio li/louse 105.00 

ModulaS ,40.00 

MimOtfice Professional 22,50 

KnilePlus 18.00 



DESKTOP PUBLISING 



Fleet Street tditor Plus , 44 00 

Newdesk inieinalionai 35.00 

Newsdesk Ini S Ligbi Pen 55.00 

The Oesklop Publisher 24.00 

The Desktop Publisber with Mouse ,., 60.00 

Stop Press 39.00 

Stop Press wiih Mouse 75.00 

Video Digitiser „..,...„ 84.95 

Masler Scan 57,00 

Masier Paint 15.50 

Masler Scan & Masler Paint 63.00 



LEISURE SOFTWARE 



Air Combai Emuiaior 18.00 

Academy 18,00 

Bridge Player 2000 17.00 

Batman 1 3.00 

Block busier' Gold Run 18.00 

Bounder 1 3.50 

Classic Coileclion 1 1 ,00 

Classic Coileclion Vol 2 11.00 

Cyrus 2 Chess „.......,.,... 15.00 

Fairiighl 14.00 

Faiiiigm 2 14.00 

Fourth Protocol 14.00 

Football Fortunes 15.00 

Frank Bruno's Boning 18.00 

Guardian Biagger 20.00 

Graham Gooch Test Cricliet 18.00 

Guild ol Theives 19.50 



Heroes of Kam 17.00 

HeadOuet Heels 14.50 

Hitcn hikers Guide 22.00 

Jewels of Darkness 18.00 

LeaSerboard 17.50 

LeatherGoddess 20.00 

Living Daylights 13,00 

Lord of the Rings , 22.00 

Lurking Horror '.'... 22.00 

Night Ore 18.00 

Match Day 2 ., 12.00 

The Pawn 1 8,00 

PSI 5 Trading Company 1 7.50 

Silicon Dreams 17.00 

Strike Force Harrier 17,50 

Staiionlail 22.00 

Steve Davis Snooker 12.00 

Scrabble 17,00 

Scrabble Delude 22.00 

StarGlicfer 20.00 

Trivial Pursuits 16.50 

Tommahawk .,. 16.50 

Tai Cell II (Academy ) ., 17.50 

YES Prrmin.sler 22.00 



EDUCATION 



Chemistry Biology Maths.Physics 14.95 

Locoscript Tuiorial B.95 

Ian Key Typing Tutor 22.95 

Hands On CP M Plus 19.95 

Hands On oBase II , 1 9.95 

Hands On Supercalc 19,95 



BOOKS 



Word Processing on the 3256 6.95 

Using Amstrad Word Processor .,. 3.50 

LJsars Gd To Amst PCW e256,'B512 ., 10,95 

Step by StepGdeto Locoscript 4.95 

Program rour PCW (Mallard) 7.95 

Pockei Wordslar PCW 7,50 

Mastering Amstrad PCW 8256 '85 12 ,.,8,95 

Locoscript 2 PCW9512 9,95 

An Intro CP M Plus on Amslrads 7,95 

Basic II Users Guide 9,95 



8000 BACK 
BiJS ISSUES 

We have limited quantities of the back issues 
listed below. The prices include a nominal 25p 
postage. All issues contain excellent TipOff 
sections and a selection of BASIC listings, plus 
the other regulars. Don't miss the chance to 
expand your collection. 

Issues 1-6 SOLD OUT! 

tssue 7 £1 .50 Spreadsheets special. LocoScript troubleshooting. Reviews 
ot Cavalier accounts. Personal Tax Planner, Stockmarket packages. Adrian 
Mole. Ordsfcodeeois 

issue 8 £1 .50 LocoScrip! 2 in depth review. Comms packages compared. 
AMX Desktop reviewed, plus Starglider, Southern Belle, Steve Davis 
Snooker, File Manager. Order code 80i6 

Issue 9 £1 .75 Free packet of disc labels. Fleet Si Editor Plus. Expanding 
your memory. Using LocoMail. CPM's SID utility. Reviews of Head Over 
Heels, home finance programs. Accounts made easy. Order cxxie 8017 

Issue 10 £1 .75 Graphics packages compared, £10 database. More on 
LocoMail. LocoScript templates. Teach yourself Logo. Order code 80ia 
Issue 11 £1 .75 How to recover lost disc data. Installing a second drive. 
The SUBIifllT command. Reviews of Desktop Publisher, Red Boxes, 
Leaderboard. Order code aoi 9 

Issue 12 £1 .75 Databases compared. Using Jetsam. Getting into 
LocoScript 2. Index to first 1 2 issues. Reviews of Arnor's C, Bridge 
programs. Order code 8020 




Issue 13 £1.75 Linking to portables. PIP revealed. Genealogy software. 
Pretext and Hitch-hiker's tips. Datastore. Fleet St. fonts. Order code 8021 

Issue 14 £1.75 Full review of the PCW 9512. Connecting to a 
synthesizer. LocoScript 2 wallchart. Reviews of Poolswinner, low-cost 
business software, battery backups. Order code 8022 

Issue 15 SOLD OUT! 

Issue 16 £1.75 Budget printer survey. Accounts packages. Programming 
languages. Mini Office Professional full review.Order code 8024 

Issue 17 £1 .75 Specialist software. Stop Press review. SETKEYS 
command explained. History of computers series. Order code 8025 

Issue 18 £1.75 LocoScript vs. Pretext, Hard discs, CP/M for hackers, 
AtLast Plus review. Order code 8026 

Issue 19 £1 .75 Special Comms issue, OP/M Wallchart: Wordstar*, 
Lightning Basic. Order code 80019 

Issue 20 £1 .75 Computer filofaxes Mini Office tutorta! Add your own 2nd 
drive Cracker Turbospread sheet Order Code BO020 

Issue 21 £1.75 New LocoScript character sets. PCW Filofax. Microlink 
modem. Poster printing, PC/PC W link-up. Order Code 80021 



ORDER FORM No. 22 



You will notice that this month we have introduced an Order Code alongside each item. This because we 
are computerising the IVIail Order section of 8000 Plus. Please tick the items you require. All goods are sent 
by first class post, normally w/ithin five days of order. But please allowr 28 days in case of temporary shortage. 



n^»it 



0458 74011 
(24 flours) 



Name 



Address 



Post code 



SUBSCRIPTION £17.95 

(includirig free gift pack. ) 

Tick here if renewing an existing sub: D 
Order code 8000 

8000 PLUS GIFT PACK £8.95 

(existing subscribers only) 

f ' THING I (letl ot screen) £5.95 Order code 8002 

[ 1 THINGI (right of screen) £5.95 Order code 8003 

....Pkt{s) DISK LABELS ELOOea 
(Enter number required) Order code 8013 

[.: DUST COVERS 8256/8512 £11,95 
Order code 8005 

r DUST COVERS 9512 £12.95 Order code 8006 

L . BINDER E4.95 Order code 8004 

G 3 HIGHLIGHTER PENS E1 .50 Order code 8001 



D l^fllNI OFFICE PROFESSIONAL £23.95 
Order code 80 11 

□ TAU CETI £9.95 Order code 8012 

D BASIC MANUAL (+ pens) £9.95 
Order code 8010 

□ DESKTOP PUBLISHING BOOK £8.50 
Order code 8035 : 

LI LOCOSCRIPT 2 BOOK (+ pens) £1 1 .95 
Order code 8036 

PICK OF THE MONTH: 

D THE PAWN £19.95 Order code 8009 

n HEAD OVER HEELS £9.95 Order code 8007 

D SCRABBLE £1 2 95 Order code 8008 

n TETHIS £14.99 Order code 8027 

BACK ISSUES: (Order codes) 



' tssue 5 £1.50 (eoi'l) 
Q Issues £1.50 (8U16) 
D Issue 10 £1.75 (8013) 
D Issue 12 £1.75 (8020) 
n Issue 14 £1.75 (8022) 
[Jlssuel6£1.75 (B024) 
n tssue 18 £1.75 (ao26) 
LJ Issue 20 £1.75 (SOOi'U) 



; 1 Issue 7 £1.50 (8015) 
Issue 9 £1.75 (80l7i 
I Issue 11 £1.75 (Hdi/) 
□ Issue 13 £1.75 (.s :;.'!) 
D Issue 15£1,75 t.-.).-:,] 
Issue 17 £1.75 (8025) 
' issue 19 £1.75 (H0019) 
I Issue 21 £1.75 (800.?]) 



PAYMENT DETAILS 



Value of total order 
(min order £2.00} 



Payment is by (please circle) 

Cheque • PO ■ Access • Visa 

Mate payable to FUTURE PUBLISHING LTD 

Your credit card numfjer is 



Expiry date 



Send this fo mi plus payment to 

SPECIAL OFFERS • 8000 PLUS 

SOMERTON • SOIi^ERSET • TA1 1 7PY 

(valid until June 30th 1988) 



PICK OF 
THE MONTH 



Save £5 on these top PCW entertainment 
programs! 



■ HEAD OVER HEELS 

The incredibly-animated program from 
Ocean in which you control TWO 
separate characters, using their 
different abilities to solve some mind- 
bending puzzles. Huge playing area and 
probably the best graphics on the PCW, 
Plus totally absorbing gameplay. 
OnlyE9.95I {RRP £14,95) 
Order code 8007 



■ SCRABBLE 

This witi appeal to anyone who 
enjoys playing with words, A 
super enhanced dictionary and 
full board displayed on-screen 
means you get the full fee! of 
this classic game. Play against 
friends or \ake the computer on. 
Can you beat your PCW at word 
processing? 

OnlyE12.95! (RRP £19.95) 
Order code 8008 






■ THE PAWN 

Rainbird's graphic adventure 
game set in a mysterious 
kingdom of ice towers, golden 
palaces and dangerous forests 
The game combines gorgeous 
pictures with effective text 
descriptions and strong 
character interaction. 
Only £19.95! (RRP £24.95) 
Order code 8009 



■TETRIS 

The first Russian game to reach 
the West has won rave reviews 
everywhere. Don't miss this 
chance to play one of the most 
addictive games ever! All you 
have to do is guide blocks down 
the screen into complete rows 
on the bottom - but be warned it 
has a 'Just one more go' rating 
of 100 percent! 
Only £14.99 (RRP £19.99) 
Order Code 8027 




9512 software: 

Please note that the following titles 

do not run on (he 9512: 

Tau Ceti; Head Over Heels ;Tetris 



HOW TO ORDER 

Just fill in the order form on the left 
of this page. Or use our Access'Visa 
hotline on 0458 74011. 



BARGAIN BUYS!! 



■ LOCOSCRIPT 2 & AMSTRAD PCW'S 

Mow £11.95 - 

with FREE pack of highlig liter pens! 

Published by Sigma Press, this John Hughes book is a 

friendly, down-to-earth and readable guide to LocoScript 2. 

Whether you're an 8256 or 851 2 user converting from 

LocoScript 1 , or a 

brand new 9512 owner, 

this will tell you all you 

need to know. It covers 

the basics of layouts 

and tabs, the intricacies 

of LocoMail and 

LocoSpell, hooking up 

alternative printers to 

LocoScript, and even 

gives you an 

introduction to the 

world of CP/lvl 

software. If you find the 

Amstrad manual a bit 

daunting, then this is 

for you! 

Order code 8036 



LocoScript 2 

and 
Amstrad PCW C:dmputers 

TH£ COMPLETE cum 




■ DESKTOP PUBLISHING WITH THE 

AIVISTRAD PCW 

Only £8.50! 

Your PCW is a powerful desktop publishing tool - with it you 

can do anything from photocopied newsletters to glossy 

printed magazines. Interested? Then this NCC book is an 

essential purchase - 

before you buy any 

expensive software! 

ivlarvellous things can be 

achieved with a DTP 

package, but it's as well 

to know what you can 

and can't do before you 

part with your money. 

Page layout, reproduction 

methods, printers, fonts, 

trim marks, photo layouts 

- all are explained in 

Michael tVlilan's 

heartening prose. An 

essential companion for 

DTPers. 

Order code 8035 




8000 
PLUS 



8000 PLUS 
DUST COVERS 




3 piece set for 8256/8512 only £1 1.95 
3 piece set for 9512 only £12.95 

Dusi is like a disease to your computer. Once it sets in it can only 
get worse, and leads to clogged keyboards, printers and even disc 
drives.These specially-commissioned 8000 Plus covers are made 
from high-quality, anti-static nylon fabric. The three 
piece sets are made from high-quality, anti- 
static nylon fabric, coloured 
soft grey with red 
piping (ivory piped 
with brown for the 
9512). 
The 
sweetest 
three piece 
you'll ever come 
across. 

Order Code 8005 (8256/8512) 
6006(9512) 



OFFICIAL BASIC 
MANUAL 

Only £9.95 - with FREE pack of 
highlighter pens! 

Your PCW system disc includes Mallard BASIC, an excellent 
version of the world's most-used computer language. But alas, the 
documentation is threadbare, and to fill this gap is the official 400- 
page Locomotive manual. 

It covers all commands available in Mallard BASIC in full detail, 
plus a much expanded tutorial 

section intended to teach 
i BASIC programming from 
isA?^^ scratch. Full coverage of 
V^&^ the GSX graphics 
i >-*^.rtiC<^ commands and the 

Jetsam filing system is 
also included. 

And just because we 
like to help you mark 
out key passages, 
we're including a 
free set of 
highlighter pens! 
Order Code 
8010. 
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MAGAZINE 
BINDERS 

Store up to 12 issues 
for just £4.95 



We aspire to the belief that you would like to collect your 
copies of 8000 Plus, and to that extent we have produced this 
superb gold-embossed green binder, which allows you to 
collect 8000 Plus as it comes along. Buy one and watch your 
collection grow into the definitive library of PCW info. 
Order Code 6004 



HIGHLIGHTER 
PENS 

Three for £1 .50 

The idea is simple - you use 
these higlighter pens to mark 
out any key text you want to 
stand out in a document. For 
£1 .50 you get green, red and 
yellow 8000 Plus-stamped pens 
in a clear plastic wallet. 
Order Code 8001 




TAU CETI 

Only £9.95 - 
save £10!!! 

This graphic arcade 
adventure from CRL 
creates its own 
cosmology and 
combines the best 
features of shoot- 
'em-ups with 
intelligent 
gameplay. 

This unique 
offer means that 
you can buy one of 
the best games yet on the 
PCW for just £9.95 - under half 
price! 

Tau Ceti is set in 21 40, on a planet whose 
defence systems are going wildly wrong. Your job is 
to sort out the situation before possible catastrophe. 

You start off with a cunning adventure, and then launch into a 
stunning arcade sequence. 

After a while, you'll realise just how much gameplay is in this 
game. It's a classic that breaks down the distinction between 
arcade and adventure gaming. 

Play it - you won't be disappointed! 
Order Code 8012 



8000 PLUS 
DISC LABELS 

Packet of 20 for £1 

(when ordered with another product) 

Spare labels tor your 3" discs in four different 
colours - yellow, green, red and blue. You get 
five of each colour when ordering with another 
item from Special Offers. 
Order Code 8013 





THE THINGI 

Only £7.50 (RRP E9.95) 

One of the most durable accessories you're likely to purchase 
for your PCW comes in the shape of this clever piece of plastic 
which attaches with Velcro to the top of your computer, and 
allows you to read text without endless fiddling about and 
breaking your concentration every time you need to look at the 
paper to see what comes next. Saves hours on any reading 
task! 

The Thingi comes in two versions - left- or right-sided. 
Please state either Order Code 8002 (left-sided), 
or 8003 {right-sided} when ordering. 



^Subscribe to 
the leading 
Amstrad PCW 
magazine 
and we'il send 
you free 
goods wortli 
over £12! 

YOU may find it interesting that 8000 Plus has one of the 
highest percentages of postal subscribers ot any 
magazine in the UK. Which implies that you're very 
sensible, but you know that and you're inlelligent 
enough to recognise flattery, it also means quite a lot to 
us, because we feel the PCW owner is a member of a 
tribe, and certainly is enthusiastic to his or her machine. 
And. hopefully, you use the magazine for a regular flow 
of tips, reviews and advice. Its the best way to keep 
properly in touch with the bubbling, constantly-changing 
PCW scene. 

So here's your chance. Paying £17,95 for a 
year's subscription doesn't save much on newsstand 
prices. But you get your copy right from the printers to 
your doorstep - so no more frustrating searches for a 
newsagent vwho hasn't sold out. 

That's not all! Were pleased to be able to offer 
new subscribers a special gift-pack containing goods 
worth £12.47 at recommended retail prices. All of which 
should add up to a big welcome to the subscribers club! 



THE 8000 PLUS GIFT PACK 

■ THREE blank Amstrad 3-inch discs (suitable 
for any PCW, drive A or B) 

■ TWO packets of colour-coded disc labels 
(40 in total). 

■ ONE set of three highlighter pens. 
Order Code 8100 



Subscribe already? 

If you'd like a gift pack, but already have a subscription 
to 8000 Plus, you can buy the pack at a special discount 
price of £8.95. Just tick the relevant option on the form. 



8000 
PLUS 



Save £6 on the 
remarkable-value 5 
in- 1 program every PC W user 
should own. 



The January 1 988 issue of 8000 Plus said that 
Mini Office Professional offers "five genuinely 
powerful programs for the price of one". The five 
programs - provided on two discs - are a 
database, a spreadsheet, a graphics program, a 
word processor and communications functions. 
Together they comprise the most useful 
integrated package you're ever likely to find on 
the PCW. Features include sideways printing 
(often not found on spreadsheets costing twice 
as much on their own), pie charts, line graphs, 
bar charts, Prestel compatibility, and word- 
processing speeds that surpass LocoScript 2. 

That's just for starters. The program is unusual 
in having been specifically written for the PCW 
using machine code - this goes a long way 
toward accounting for its speed and efficient use 
of disk space. 

This could be one of the best purchases ever 
for your PCW. Why pay more for single programs 
when you could get five of the best for under 
£25?! 

Call us now on 0458 7401 1 and ask for Mini 
Office Professional. Or turn back two pages and 
fill in the order form. 

Order Code 8011 



MINI OFFICE 
PROFESSIONAL 



DATABASE • SPREADSHEET • WORD-PROCESSOR • COMMS • GRAPHICS 




8000 PLUS SMALL ADS! 



HELP ADVICE TUITION Amstrad 
SOOO 90Q0 1512 Qualified experi- 
enced teachers training to meet your 
needs in your office or horne week 
days / weekends reasonable rates 
free afterservice back-up. Molesey 
Educational services 01-941 1364 

"DESKTOP PUBLISHER" Users. 

Frustrated by cfioice of graphics? 

Now available Graphic Library Discs 

A.BandC. Over 100 Graphics per 

disc. Full details SA.E Mr DTP, 32 A 

Rumburgh Road. Lowestoft. Suffolk 

NR32 4JH 

CF2 DISC PRINTeo LABELS £1.1 Op/ 

25. C2 OOp.'SO, £3.50p/100 Printed 

index cards (or CF2 plastic disc-case, 

£1 OOp/10, £2.00p/25. £3.00/50. 

Printed red or blue, please specify 

(may be mixed) Cheques/PO's to, Mr 

S G. Tonks. Audio & Computmg 

Supples. Unit 106, 266-290 

Wincotmlee. 

HULL HU2 OPZ 

DISC TRANSFER SERVICE between 

PCW-CPC-IBIvl-BBC. £7.50 per disc. 

Details (sea please) from MP James, 

32 Carew Road. Mitcham. Surrey 

CR4 2JH 

Tel:01 -640 7676 

ABERDEEN AREA. For tuition in 
Locoscript I & II. Wordstar, Basic pro- 
gramming & an (introduction to 
oomputing. 100% user satisfaction 

comprehensive course, notes 
provided Contact: Pearbyte Comput- 
ing Services. Inveruhe (0467) 24686 



DO YOU NEED A PROGRAM for 
your PCW, suited to your needs. 
Why not let me write it for you. It 
may not be as expensive as you 
think. Phone l\/lartin on 
Conwen 2902 

NEXT GENERATION Word 
Processing will undertake all your 

word processing work at very 
reasonable rates with no charge 
tor ammendments. Gail Kathy on 
021-476 4968 for further details. 

NAME YOUR OWN INCOME. 

Earn ££'s with your Amstrad. Easy 
to read manual "Money with your 
Microcomputer "explains all. Send 
£10 (Cheques payable S. Roodyn) 
or write for details. S, Roodyn, 37 
Danescrott, Brent Street, 
London NW4 2QH 

PRINT RIBBONS for 25p No! But 

Re-Ink for less. Full instructions 

with other money saving ideas 

E5 To Stonetoken Ltd, Least 

Street, Crowiand. PE6 OEC. 

WORDPROCESSING SERVICE 

Let me type your documents on my 

Amstrad PCW. No job too large or 

too small. Margaret Nickolls. 

8 Fisherton Island. Salisbury. 

Wilts SP2 7TG 

Tel (0722) 25802 



RIBBON RE-INKING MA- 
CHINE. £59.50 Hand operated. 

Suitable for a wide range of 

nylon ribbons, including PCW's, 

Order form Aladdink (Dept 80), 

Freepost, Eyemouth, TD14 

5BR. Enquiries. 

Tel: 08907 50965 

AMSTRAD PCW 8256 51 2K 

Ram 2 months old ecxellent 
condition, dust covers. Plonker 

Box manuals and software: 

Stop Press etc plus geat basic 

programs phone (0502) 51277S 

after 4 pm 

HELP REQUIRED: professional 

biology lecturer needs advice, 

program, database for end ■ 

lecture instant printouts for topic 

reference questioners: PCW 

8512 set-up. Must cross 

reference indices. Torquay 

(0803) 64339 (evenings) 

SUPERCHARGER £13.95 

Latest innovations from 

composer of Lightning Basic. 

Other discs and services 

available. Supercharger or 

details, post free, no stamp 

required, David Wilson 

Computeronics 

FREEPOST, Chathill, 

Northumberland. NE67 5BR 



WRITE RlGHTl 20 sets of questions 
to tackle the most common spelling 
and grammar problems. Genuinely 

useful for kids and adults. £9.99 

from Wadd Soft, 227 Church Road, 

St Annes, 

Lanes. FYS 3NN 

URGENTLY WANTED, used 

Amstrad PCW 8256. Good money 

paid for nice machine. 

Tel Newport (0633) 895922 
after 5.30, Ask for Andrew Morley. 

DESIGNER STUBBLE: The 

Professional guide for "desktop 

Pubfisher" Users. Highly praised by 

reviewers and customers. £16,95 

(Two A-Format dies), £13,50 (One B- 

Format disc) John Evans, 20 

Grosvenor Place. Bath BA1 6AX 

COMPUTER WINDOWS! Become a 

Jean Pierre sand consultant! Build a 

successful business whilst keeping 

him in the equipment he's become 

accustomed to! Phone Roy or Jan 

051 426 6919. Anytime 

HACKERS TOOLKIT. Fantastic 

collection of 20 PD Programs for 

serious PCW Hackers. Send 

formatted discs (State Drive/ 

Machine) Plus £4,00 for copying/ 

Postage etc. Hartland 10 Gains 

Road, Portsmouth. P04 OPL 



This section of the iroguine offers you 
tliechance to speak directly to the huge 
waitingworld of PCW owners. 

You can place an ad of up to 30 words for 
just £7. SO. So you could use it to sell a 



or launch a user group or publicise a piece of 
software you've written. 

One thing you CAN'T advertise is the sale 
or swap of software you've purchased. Such 
ads can be misused by software pirates. 



To place an ad, just fill in this application 
form and send it to us together with payment. 
We'll then place the ad In the next available 
issue (published 2-7 weeks after we receive 
your order). 



Order form send to: aOOOPIus SmaU ads. Future P\Jbhshing Ltd. 4 Queen Steel Bath BAl lEJ 



Name 



Address 



Please place the following advertisement in the next available issue of 8000 Plus 

I enclose payment of £7 , 50 by Cheque/P.O ./Access/Visa. 
Credit Card numter _ 



Telephone 



Credit card expiry date 



Please make cheques and PC^ payable to Future Pubhshing Ltd 



8000 PLUS 77 
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M.^^ 



A plenitude of pleas, placating and 
play plagiarised by a pleonastic Ed. 



Outraged? Delighted? Confused? Whether it's to do with things PCW or just the real 
world, here's your chance to put your money where your mouth is, bare your fangs, and 
speak out. This month has a mixed bag: BASIC, boxing, book indexing, brickbats and 
bouquets for ftflini Office. Write to; PostScript, 3000 Plus, 4 Queen Si. Bath BA1 1EJ. 
Sorry, we can't reply personally - even with an sae - we're already desperately busy 
writing the next issue... 



Scaling heights 

My problem is scale pitch in 
LoGoScript 2; I agree wit hi your 
remarks in issue 20 tliat Ms 
Gilmour lias done a good job with 
the Locoscript 2 manual but why 
didn't someone teil her something 
about scale pitch. I don't ciaim to 
have read every word of the 
manual but \ cannot find any 
explanation of scale pitch. Can you 
tell me what is it for? Can you 
define it? is there any advantage 
that can be gained by using various 
pitches? i solved my problem by 
ignoring all but scale Pitch 10, but I 
am stifl curious and hopeful that it 
can be exploited. 
H E Weston 
Cheshunt 

8000 PLUS Locomotive say that 
just as fhe ruler Sine at tile tap of 
itie screen is marked out as the 
number of characters to help you 
judge margin and lab positions, 
the scale pitch determines the size 
of these characters on the page. 
So, if you have a margin set at 1 
inch on a 9512 with Scale Pitch 
10, it sits on character 10; if you 
then change the scale pitch to 12, 
your margin still starts the same 
place on the page but appears on 
(/?e screen to have moved to 
character 12. 

You rarely need worry about 
Scale Pitch; the only time you use 
it is when you're working in a 
document in a pitch different to the 
one you normally use. Otherwise, 
keep it set to your usual working 

78 8000 PLUS 



pitch size, ie. probably 12 on an 
8000 and 10 on a 9512. If you 
want to linow more, there's a 
feature in issue 3 of Locomotive's 
'Script newsletter. Mar 88. 



Nasty spell 



I hav tride to run the 800 Pus spelll 
chekcer program but keap geting 
the tol owing errer: 
"error 68 in line 380 - abandoning 
spell checking" 

I have Iride the BASIC checker 




" tT'7 TtJe (*«>^T (A-TtFixL 

pftoGftN^ I've &ox...'f 



witch prints all the corect end 
codes, so waht am 1 doing wrong? 
Can you pleas ehelp. 
T Cantwell 
Lodnon 

8000 PLUS These BASIC error 
numbers are listed in Appendix II 
of the Amstrad or Locomotive 
Mallard BASIC manual. Error 68 is 
'Read past EOF' - ie. the program 
is trying to read data after the end 
of the file, perhaps Ijecause your 
data file is empty, or because your 
data file has some spurious end- 
of'file markers in it, as it might if 
it's a LocoScript file not converted 
into ASCIL 

Checii that your data file is not 
empty (by TYPEing it to the 
screen) and has been correctly 
made into a simple text ASCII 
from LocoScript. 

BASIC secrets 

Please, please - do you or any of 
your readers know the 'secret 
code' that gains access to extra 
memory for BASIC. On my 
Amstrad 8256, I can at the most 
get about 34K - surety GP/IVI and 
BASIC don't take up the remaining 
222K. Please someone tell me, 
because if I don't find out soon, it 
won't be long before the men in 
white coats come knocking at my 
door! 

Adam Smith 
Westbury-On-Severn 

BOOO PLUS There's no way of 
extending BASIC'S worlfspace - 



the 34k is what is left over after 
BASIC has fallen its 27k of the 
61k TPA ail CP/M programs have 
as their 'Transient Program Area'. 
Don't worry about the men in 
white coats. They have been very 
good to me and Josephine. 

Mini Office Mailing 

In your Mini Office maiimerge 
tutorial (8000 Plus. June 88) you 
said the space occupied by each J 
slot for database items in a ' 

maiimerge is fixed. 

In fact, as stated on page 69 of 
the manual, 'a value of zero causes 
the room allocated for the specified 
field in Page Edit, Preview and 
Printer to equal the actual field 
length for the current record'. I've 
tried this and it works; so you can 
print out letters of the 'You, Mr 
Taylor, have been selected out of 
all the people in St Amiga Rd to 
take part', etc. 
Carol Warren 
Manchester 

Ansible censor 

I thought your evaluation of Ansible 
Index {May 88, p 67) slightly 
grudging. Firstly, though the output 
is not a Locoscript document it is 
extremely easy to convert it to one 
by using the 'Insert Text'. Secondly, 
though it will not index summaries 
or general ideas it indexes topics 
very well; in fact that is one of its 
strong points. 

It is easy to run and is bug free. 
I indexed a book of 1 00,000 words 
in twenty chapters; indexing took 
me more time than ! had allowed 
for, but that was because the 
indexing was so easy that I got 
carried away. On my first attempt, 
when quarter way through. I 
already had over 500 entries. I 
decided for a start to omit names 
referred to only in passing and 
once only. On the second attempt, 
when about half way through, it 
occurred to me that 40 page 
references to Sir Robert Peel was 
pretty meaningless; possibly 
impressive but nobody would ever 
look them up. 

So, with a little ingenuity, say on 
the Great Ihsh Famine, one got: 

potato, failure of 

potato, prices of 

potato, blight on 

potato, tests on. and so on. 

To get the best results it was 
advisable to edit the text slightly 
and to try to ensure that a phrase 
which summed up a paragraph 
occurred in the first sentence, as 
good writing requires it should. It 
was also necessary to ensure that 
the date of an Act always 
accompanied mention of it. A Poor 
Law Act {1833) is very different 
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from poor law act (1834), but the 
reader as well as the indexing 
program likes it spelt out, 

A word about the detestable 
GREASE, the program they include 
which tells you how often you have 
used each word. The authors 
mention the poor chap who used 
■fundamentally' seven times on ten 
pages. After each chapter I went 
through and weeded out all my 
own repetitions. My besetting sin 
was phrases like At the time' 'At 
the same time', 'After a time'. 
Des Keenan 
Wembley Park 



I am glad to say that I have 
found one excellent exception to 
the general rule about unhelpful 
documentation, which you 
mentioned in the l^ay issue. Tfiat 
Is, the documentation which 
accompanies the Ansible Index 
Software; it is a shining example to 
all software houses and really does 
make a pleasant change. 
S R Oalton 
Leeds 

Say cheese 

One of my hobbies is photography 
and I now have many hundreds of 
slides which I desperately need to 
catalogue, and then be able to sort 
out by various categories eg. 
mountain views with snow, native 
dwellings etc. for setting up a 
variety of slide shows, 

I have read somewhere of 
some software specially 
programmed to input a number of 
bits of information about each slide 
(I seem to remember 100 variables 
were accepted) which can be used 
on an Amstrad 8256, and which 
also provides a short identification 
of each slide in a printout set up by 
listing a given set of parameters. 
Can you help me in locating such a 
program? 
E J Holmes 
Stourbridge 

8000 PLUS Sounds like any 
standard database would do 
nicely. AtLast 2 allows you to 
define categories like those you 
specify wfiicti can be input witty 
one keystroke. You can then sort 
the slides into tfiese categories. 
However Mini Office. Masterlile et 
al would do fine too. 

Otherwise you could try writing 
your own database in hAallard 
BASIC -see this month's BASIC 
tutorial. 



Wallchait ripoff 

I have just bought issue 20 and 
went home in eager anticipation of 
using the Giant Loco script 



Wallchart. 

But guess what? Another 
customer of the Asda Superstore in 
Brighton must be grinning to 
himself, as my magazine contained 
no chart! 

Please find herewith the 




". . . AtJP I'M pecKoH TH/vT^ 
ALL liAfrT w&HT - Tt-*fc 
aooa Pti/-^ NfrLL-tHAf^T " 

wrapper that promised the goodies. 
Please may I have the copy that I 
never received. If necessary 
(gulp, gulp) I will even pay for it! 
G H Weatherall 
Brighton 

8000 PLUS Sorry - we got the 
magazines back from the printers 
with the posters already attached 
and have no separate copies. We 
will however be generous and let 
you have a poster far £1.50 and 
will throw in a free issue 20 with it 
as well. 

Trouble With the NUM 

In the December 1987 issue of 
8000 plus you suggested including 
the line OPTION RUN in a Basic 
program that required numerical 
data to be input, in order to disable 
the [STOP] key. This key can have 
a disastrous effect, if hit by mistake 
when a program is in full flow, the 
main problem being that open 
JETSAfi/1 data and index files will 
then be marked incompatible. 
I find it best also to set the 
■Mum Lock' ([ALT] + [RELAY] when 
using such programs, so that data 
can be entered from the numeric 
keypad. It ought to be possible to 
do this automatically from CPM, by 
combining the SETKEYS and 
PROFILE.SUB utilities (see Alec 
Rae's article in the February 1988 
issue) to set up and operate a 
suitable key to produce the same 



effect as hitting [ALT] + [RELAY], 
But as yet all my attempts to do so 
have been in vain. The trouble 
seems to be that this combination 
of keys is neither a control code, a 
character nor a string, so that none 
of the methods of redefining the 
keyboard on pages 1 08-1 1 1 of the 
(8000 series) manual works. 

At present, I put reminders to 
set and reset the Num Lock on the 
screen at the beginning and end of 
programs that involve numerical 
data. But this seems a clumsy 
expedient. Can anyone suggest a 
more elegant solution'? 
Cyril Coffin 
New Maiden 

( wouldn't be 81 again 

I have been shown a letter in your 
current issue from a Mr Medcraft 
who is using an Amstrad at the age 
of 81 . i am using an Amstrad and 
was 84 last November. 
J F Mau rider 
Surrey 

More on BASIC 

In the May issue, Mr Ford raised a 
number of points about BASIC 



which I expect were of interest to 
many users as they ail referred to 
points not explicit in the manual. 
Could I just add one or two points 
to some of the answers? 

The explanation of using DEF 
USR with a CALL is not quite 
correct, A DEF USR and 
subsequent USR can be used as 
an alternative to a CALL, This has 
always appeared to me to be a 
more complicated way of doing 
things, and I have found CALL txjth 
simpler and more flexible. The 
message 'Using file A' was 
probably 'Drive is A'. For some 
reason the 8256 never does. I have 
no knowledge why this is, but it 
may well be that it doesn't work 
quite correctly with two drives 
present and it was simpler to write 
it out than amend it. Mr Ford's 
observation suggests that the 
message may occasionally appear 
on the 851 2. I have an 8256 so 
cannot confirm or deny this. 

The answer to the final quer/ 
was not the simplest suggestion. 
Using LINE INPUT instead of 
INPUT accepts an initial space as 
a character On this subject, a point 
was made recently to me 
that a$=INPUT$(1) is often 



i 



Box on 

I read with interest your article in 
the March issue on LocoScrjpt v 
Protext. There are a few things 
you mention which I cannot find 
in the manual, and which I can- 
not work out how to do. Firstly, 
you mentioned that it is possible 
to do "simple graphics - bar- 
charts for example, or boxed 
text." 



WOO PLUS To get vertical lirtes 
joined up in LocoSciipt (or 
Protext etc.) select half line 
spacing (which is (-i-LSS) in 
Loco) and make sure you put a 
blank line between each line of 
text. 

Bar charts can be done 
using the various blobs that 
LocoScript 2 has, and look 



Take boxed text for example. This is about the best 
I hove been able to achieve. I have need Extra + S 
to achieve the vertlcol lines, but they do not join 
up. The result Is the same using symbols (Alt + F7 
than S). Ao I nlssIng something? Is there a better 
way? 



How would you approach 
simple bar charts? This would 
be extremely useful if I could 
crack it. 

Also, you mention the 
versatility of LocoScript for such 
tasks as writing newsletters. 
One of the facilities that does 
not seem to exist is the ability to 
write in columns. Columns make 
for much easier reading in 
newsletters. Is there some way 
of doing this, other than the 
tedious and not very satisfactory 
method of printing out twice? 
Chris Da vies 
Cleveland 



even better i( you define 
suitable grey boxes using 
Locochar- we published a 
tipoff on this in our February 
1988 issue (issue 12). 

It is possible to coax multi 
column printing out of 
LocoScript (see TIpOffs, 
December 1987. issue 15) but 
it is a bit involved. For 
newsletters the easiest 
procedure is Just to print out 
your text as one long column 
and paste it up in the traditional 
way for the printers (see Case 
in Point this month). 
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much simpler than the INKEY$ 
routine. Obvious, but judging by 
most pubiished programs and the 
manual itsetf we all seem to have 
missed this point! 

The £ and # contusion can be 
sorted out by LPRINT 
CHR${27)"RXHR$(0) to obtain the 
USA character set CP/M (identical 
in all other respects). 
Geoffrey Childs 
Winchcombe 

Papering over the 
Cracker 

I recently had occasion to enter a 
list of examination candidates into 
a Cracker spreadsheet. The names 
were already in alphabetical order. 
However, some late candidates 
required entry and were therefore 
added to the end of the list and 
Cracker was instructed to place 
them in their relative positions. 

The results were a disaster, as 
Cracker proceeded to throw areas 
of the list into a non- alphabetic 
sort, which unfortunately, was not 
at first noticed. 

There is no indication in 
Cracker's manual that it is unable 
to sort names into proper 
alphabetic order, an essential 
requirement in educational fields, 
and numerous approaches to 
NewStar software have produced 
nothing other than a verbal 
acknowledgement that all was not 
well, 

Charles Stewart 
Chesham 



8000 PLUS The only anomaly 
Cracker has with sorting is thai 
shorter words get sorted after 
longer words, ie. 'Bass' comes 
alter 'Bassir^gthwaite' contrary to 
telephone book style. Quirky and 
possibly annoying, yes, but hardly 
a disaster 

Pointing the index 
finger 

I feel your reply to Joyce Francis in 
the May issue rather missed the 
point of her enquiry. The indexing 
programs you mention are all 
intended for indexing a text in the 
form of a computer file, fvirs Francis 
however, wants to index printed 
books and periodicals and I'm sure 
has no intention of transforming 
them all into Locoscript files first. 

Without doubt the only 
adequate indexing program to fulfill 
her requirements is I^ACREX, 
available from Macrex Indexing 
Software, 38 Rochester Road, 
London NW1 9JJ (tel: 01-267- 
3793}. It has innumerable 
ingenious features including 
automatic sorting and merging of 
page references and the possibility 
of hundreds of different printing 
layouts. 

Christine Sfiuttle worth 
London 

8000 PLUS I think you missed the 
point of our answer - perhaps we 
didn't explain ourselves too well. 
The first two programs we 
mentioned (the sorting programs 



we printed in 'Listings' in issue 12, 
page 56) will sort a list of items 
into alphabetical order So, you go 
through your books typing each 
item you want indexed with the 
page number into a iocoScript 
document, make an ASCII file, 
then use the sorter to produce an 
alphabetically arranged list. We 
used it to make our Year Index in 
issue 12. we shall use it again for 
our Two Year Index in issue 24, 
it's fast and it's free. 

Screen test 

Compliments to your excellent 
magazine particularly this month's 
tip off for designing your own 
screens. It's brill, but how can I 
create and use screens actually 
within my BASIC programs and be 
able to call them back up onto the 
screen when ever I want them to 
appear. Please be super experts 
and be kind enough to pick your 
super brains for me. 

Help me before I eat my BASIC 
manual. Or is there anyone you 
know can help me. 
Craig Stevenson 
Basingstoke 

8000 PLUS You could waste the 
best years of your life learning 
assembler, or get Lightning BASIC 
(£19.95) by CP Software (0993 82 
3463). it gives you millions of 
useful things like the ability to 
save screens to disc and instantly 
recall them, full page screen 
dumps, graph and other drawing 



functions eta 

We wouldn't advise eating your 
BASIC manual and cenainty 
wouldn't tell you even if we did 
know anyone who could help you 
eat it. 

Cricket critic 

I would be grateful for any 
information you can give me on the 
existence of Cricket statistics 
programs. The program should be 
able to handle individual scores, 
both batting, bowling and giving 
cumulative totals for selected 
statistics, ie a running total for the 
season as well as career totals. 
Malcolm Ashton 
Bury 

8000 PLUS None are available 
commercially as far we know but 
no doubt some PCW owning 
scorer has whiled away the winter 
evenings writing one in BASIC for 
their club. Anyone out there help 



MOP again 

I am desperate to solve this 
problem that I have with the "Mini 
Office Professional". Please, 
please help, or I have lost £29.95, 

The problem is. I want to put 
total amounts from invoices 
received on a monthly basis into 
my database of which I want to 
keep a running total, ie Joe Bloggs, 
January £5, Joe Bloggs February 
£6, running total to February £11. 



More on Mini Office 

To all readers who sent you letters 
on the difficulties they were 
experiencing with Mini Office, a 
thousand thanks. I thought it was 
my own lack of experience that 
was at fault, I was beginning to 
think I should give up the idea of 
using my 9512 for anything except 
word processing. The review in 
your magazine didn't help much 
either, 'it was an excellent buy, 
where else was one going to get 
so much for so little". On the 
strength of that I bought it. 
However, until someone 
produces a manual that makes 
sense, or the makers of the 
programme offer to iron out all the 
bugs. Mini Office will stay on the 
shelf. And I shall read your 
reviews on programs with the 
proverbial pinch of salt. 
Arthur THherlngton 
0x0 n 

I was frankly suprised by your 
correspondents (p77 in the May 
issue) who went to such great 



pains to tel! us more about 
themselves than about the alleged 
shortcomings of Mini Office 
Professional. They displayed both 
an unfamiliarity with the use of 
CP/M environments, and 
surprising inability to digest some 
of the contents of a very short and 
simple book. There is no reason to 



assume that such a software is 
automatically transferable to Drive 
M (and nowhere in the book is this 
suggested), and the problems with 
saving graphs etc. can only mean 
that the users have just not 
bothered to read the manual. 

I respectfully suggest that his 
use of Mr Gnggs' word "junk" is 
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actually pure bunk. He evidently 
expects for his twenty-five quid 
(though he could have reduced 
this to £24.95 by buying direct 
from 8000 Plus as I did!) a system 
so elaborate and sophisticated as 
to be utterly idiot-proof. Does he 
really imagine that the amount of 
software he is recklessly pumping 
into his Drive M is going to leave 
any room at all for his PCW 8256 
(which I assume he uses since it is 
generally users of this model who 
assume that their M drive is a 
software dustbin) to do anything at 
all? Had he used the software 
properly, he would have 
discovered that even to load a 
document from disc completely 
cleans out the memory! 

Now I know there are bugs, 
and that these are annoying. 
Particularly regrettable is the fact 
that in printing fully-justified text 
the printer doublestriites the text 
word by word making it quite 
useless except for those who have 
a macabre propensity for staring at 
a printer for five minutes while it 
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Can I make my database do this? 

Solve this one and my yearly 
subscription wili be in the post. 
L R Thacker 
Midlothian 

8000 PLUS Your options are: 
ij Use your spreadsheet rather 
than your database. This eases 
calculations and totalling but 
means of course you can't use the 
names and addresses in 
mailshots; or 

ii) Have fields set up for every 
montti of the year (say 11] to [12]) 
and another as a formula' field 
[13], defined as l1]+l2]+...+[121. 
Unused entries default to 0. so 
[13] will always show the total. 

Remember to send your 
subscription money to Somerton 
and not to Bath. 

BASIC again 

Denis Crowley's idea of 
documenting BASIC program 
GOSUB and GOTOs as REMarks 
(3000 Plus, issue 20) is cleariy 
good for small programs but, as I 
am sure he will find sooner or later, 
it is neither workable nor al! thai is 
needed for long and/or big 
programs because: 
- remarks occupy valuable 
memory space. As programs 
lengttien, the number of GOTOs 
and GOSUBs involved inevitably 
increases which would lead to 
correspondingly more remarks. 
When space runs out, the first thing 
to go when 'crunching' a program 



laboriously pumps out six lines 
of text - just don't use justified 
textl Likewise it is disappointing 
to find that enlarged letters can 
only be printed in draft quality 
(through the use of Bold for 
these make appearance rather 
better), It is a mistake, however, 
to assume that because the 
manual has been justifiably 
hammered in reviews it is 
simply not worth reading. Most 
of the "problems'" complained 
about are actually dealt with in 
the book. I for one, have been 
perfectly satisfied with my 
£24,95 (post-free tool) returns, 
and have not had the least 
difficulty preparing this letter 
with Mini Office Professional! 
Roger Wibberley 
London 

80OO PLUS A book on Mini 
Office will be with us shortly - 
news next month. Looks like a 
good time to declare the Mini 
Office correspondence closed. 



to tit is all the REMark statements. 

- after a program maintenance 
session, it is all too easy to forget 
or not have time to amend the 
remarks, 

- there is no indication of where the 
routines are called from. When 
making changes, particularly to 
subroutine parameters, it is vitally 
important to trap all the calls to the 
affected code. 

Having developed many large 
programs covering a diverse range 
of topics, my answers to the 
problem are: 

1 . Adopt a line numbering 
standard. For example, I use 3000- 
3999 for common general purpose 
subroutines. Hence, although there 
will obviously have been 
customisation to suit the individual 
circumstances, I know that 
whatever program I pick up, 3150, 
for instance, will be a screen clear 
and headings print whilst 3990 will 
set the viewport. Development 
speed is increased, the risk of error 
is minimised and the standard 
routines can be culled as needed 
from previous efforts in complete 
safety using the 'Merge' 
command. 

2. Use RENUtVlber sparingly 
and even then confine its effect to 
the area where it is needed - if 
necessary, do this by using 
DELETE to create two files, one 
containing the lines to be 
renumbered and the other those 
not, RENUMber the former, then, 
having ensured that there is no 
conflict, IVIERGE the two back 
again. Remember that in [Mallard 
Basic, unlike some other versions I 
could name, no memory space is 
saved by using low value line 
numbers. 

3. Run a GOTO/GOSUB/ 
RESUME line number analyser 
after all significant changes to 
produce fresh lists of all routines, 
the calls thereto and, most 
imporant of all. ensure that there 
are no jumps/calls to missing lines. 
A sample of its output is enclosed. 
No such analysis program was 
commercially available in this neck 
of the woods so I wrote my own. As 
Mr Crowley is liable to find likewise 
in his part of the Celtic empire. I 
should be only too pleased to let 
him have a copy in exchange for a 
donation to the First Air Ambulance 
Trust (Cornwall's pioneering 
helicopter ambulance service). 
Malcolm Surl 

Bodmin 

Letters of Protext 

I was astounded to read in the May 
issue of 8000+ magazine that you 
consider "printing labels is virtually 
impossible" using Protext. It is, on 
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the contrary, exceptionally easy. 
The template file listed in the 
Protext manual (page MERGE 3- 
1 0) does the job for you and merely 
needs to be typed and printed. 
With the default configuration as 
Protext is supplied, the address 
label example in the manual works 
perfectly on the PCW printer. I 
have just tried it again myself to 
make sure. 
Mark Tilley 
Amor 

Expert computer journalists such 
as yourselves are very fond of 
reminding us poor ignorant 
downtrodden users that the third 
law of computing is 'when all else 
fails, read the manual'. On page 66 
of your May issue in the Good 
Software File you claim that a big 
minus of Pretext is that 'printing 
labels is virtually impossible' 

RUBBISHHf only you had 
borrowed your Aunt Agatha's 
spectacles you would have noticed 
that on page Merge 3-10 section 6 
Arnor have kindly provided a 
template for doing just that, 
addressing labels, either one or 
two across. Better still it's even in 
the index under 'Labels'. 

If you don't like standard draft 
quality print just type >oc 27,69 
and your addresses print out in 



bold - near to letter 
quality and faster. 

If you only use one-across 
labels, just delete the section IE to 
El and if you want multiple copies 
of each address, use the REPEAT 
UNTIL command. Finally if you 
have taken Amor's advice and 
made all your address records 
constant length by putting the $ 
sign as an empty field marker, this 
will cause gaps in the printout. 
Remove these by using [FINDjs ! 
and replace with nothing. 
John Smart 
l-titchin 

8000 PLUS I'd like to make a 
comment, being the person who 
uses Protext for typing and 
Locoscript for labels. All the 8000 
writers tried unsucessfully to get 
the label side of Protext working 
for me, even with the manual's 
suggested templates etc. Maybe 
we had an old version. Using your 
advice, I will now try to print some 
labels using the latest Protext. 

I still think LocoScript is easier 
for someone like me who has no 
programming experience for 
labels. On screen commands are 
far more straightforward ~ Louise 
Cockroft, Secretary (poor person 
who has to type all the readers' 
letters and gets no credit!) 
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roblem solved .... with a range of software that offers complete solutions to 

your business needs. 
Wtiether you want Professional Word Processing, the Uiilmate Database, 
Versatile Payroll, Powerful Spreadsheet, or Superb all-round Accounts 
control, these Powerful and Affordable packages from 
Amstrad offer you 'Complete Solutions'. 




W O RDS T A R K X P R E S S 

The Complete Word Processor, 

Based on the rnarkei- leading WordStar 1 51 2. this 
menu operated Word Processor combines 
simplicity with total control. f^flQ -^O 

A G G O U N T S M A S T E R 

The Complete Accounts Package, 

This remarkable package offers streamlining of ALL 

your Accounting Procedures. Whilst simple to 
operate, it adds up to an extremely powerful package. 



£149.00 



V A Y M A S T E R 

The Complete Po y r oi l , 

This efficient package makes simple work of today 's 
payrollmanagementwilh speed and a ccurscy yoti' d 
find difficult to match. ■£ AQ .00 

"^r J EX VAT 

SURE RG ALG 3-21 

The Complete Spreadsheet; 
iHHHnmHwiev.' 

One of the most advanced Spreadsheet packages 
available, offering you total flexibility within its user 
friend^' commands. f*fiC| -00 

L057 EX VAT 

I N F O M A S T E R 

The Complete Database, 



The ultimate in efficient storage and retrieval of vast 
quantities of your data at lightning speeds. 



£69 



.00 






COMPUMARTS SUPERB SERVICE 

•• FREE, ist Class DeJivwy. 

■■ UsualK' same 6aif despatch 

■ Fffi(. efdctenT sefvtce. 

' Immediele ei^change setvce on ar*^ tauftv 
soflwafe 

Large siockholding for immediafte despatch, 
We oiler 2B day accouni fadMHes on official 
written orders fronn PLCs. Government and 
Educalional estaWshments. 

~ Ovesss^ OdeR - Ptease corttact us for 
delweiv charges etc 

- RicWPetrwy subjfict ic avi'.ailabiibry find onV 
dpf^ lo UK Matntmd. N.tebnd and BFPOa. 
faiiv soENvare can ori^ t-e exctien^ for ihe 
same iiie. Unhxiunai^. ro reM^ car be 
O^w on sofrware, E £i O. E 
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WORDSTAH EXPRESS ® £79.36 6*:h 


J^ 




ACCOU WIS MASTER ® E17t.35 each 






PAYMASTER ® £56.36 each 






SUPERCALC 3.21 ® E79.36 63Ch 






INFOMASTER ® C79.35 sach 








80+ TOTAL 








PLEASE SEND FURTHER DETAILS "^^^ | | 



Rease dolKw To: 
Name 



For IMMEDIATE RESPONSE simpV phone and oriJer wBh your 
Dedi! Card OR serid Ehs ooupon |wrth ycxjr Cbequ^ROI 10: 
COMPUMART. FREEPOST, LOUSHtOROUaH. LCII OBR. 
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DAATAfax for the 
AMSTRAD PCW 

8256/8512/9512 

This exciting new product is a computer- 
based personal organiser that generates 
Filofax (TM) compatible output using the 
Annstrad PCW printer, together with 
DAATAfax computer stationery, which is 
available pre-punched with six holes 
either in white or a range of pastel 
colours. 

The program, which consists of four 
modules, malces use of ICONsfor ease of 
use and can be used either by the 
keyboard function keys or alternatively 
via the Kempston Mouse. 
The datafiles generated by the program 
can be backed up on disc so eliminating 
the heartaches associated with losing 
your FilofaxI 
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CALENDAR 



This features six lines per day and four 
days per page. Printing is selectable 
for a range of weeks up to a complete 
year. The powerful on-screen text 
editing facilities include cut and paste, 
enabling entries to be moved to other 
parts of the diary via the clipboard. 



The phonebook altows names, 
addresses and telephone numbers to 
be stored in abbreviated one or two 
line formats, or as full entries. An 
alphabetic index is provided enabling 
fast access to the entries. The 
powerful search facility enables 
entries to be located by matching 
phone numbers and/or part of the 
name and address. 

This option allows text entry in free 
format and can be used to hold notes 
in greater detail than those held in the 
diary. As well as comprehensive text 
editing; facilities which include word- 
wrap, cut and copy, cut and paste, tab 
setting are provided which are 
particulary useful for printing 
timetables, expense sheets, bank 
balances etc. 

A graphics conversion program is 
provided enabling graphic images 
generated from within "The Desktop 
Publisher" [Database) to be read into 
the Notepad Option, which can then 
be printed onto DAATAfax paper. 

A further conversion program is 
provided for Locoscript files enabling 
these also to be read into the Notepad. 

This option prints three months per 
pageforanyyear. The selected month 
is also shown whilst in the Diary 
Option (standard mode). 




► IN THE OFFICE 



► at THE RACE CIRCUIT 



► IN THE STUDIO 



DAATAfax Software 


39.95 


DAATAfax Gift Pack (includes binder} 


49.95 


DAATAfax and Kempston Mouse 


79.95 


DAATAfax Stationery (250 sheets white) 


8.95 


DAATAfax Stationery (250 sheets pastels) 


9.95 



KEMPSTON 



i I 

Kempston Data Ltd 

21 Linford Forum, Linford Wood, 

Milton Keynes MK14 6LY. Tel 0908 677886 



